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PARE BAGH 


In this issue of its Proceedings, the Lehigh County Historical 
Society is pleased to present a letter book kept by Jacob Weiss, a 
deputy quartermaster general in the patriot forces during the 
American Revolutionary War. Edited by Mr. Melville J. Boyer, 
whose contributions to the Society’s publications are widely known 
and respected, these letters will have an appeal to those interested 
in local and national history alike. 


Residents of Lehigh County will find here ample opportunity 
to rejoice in the services provided the American cause by the people 
and the resources of this area. The over-all significance of these 
letters, however, transcends their value as repositories of local lore. 
They demonstrate again the difficulty with which the services of 
supply maintained the army in the field. Here are revealing 
allusions to the penalties of inadequate departmental organization; 
to the consequences of jurisdictional disputes, questionable prac- 
tices, and indifference and delay on the part of public personnel. 
To the conscientious official like Jacob Weiss, coping daily with 
problems such as these was a harrowing experience. Nevertheless, 
he sought his objectives with a steadfastness of purpose that must 
have shamed the less dedicated of that age. 


Weiss’s activities, quite apart from his military services, afford 
us an interesting example of early American business enterprise. 
This is disclosed in an account book of his which the Society 
recently acquired. According to this record, Weiss took leave of 
his military duties upon the cessation of hostilities and established 
a profitable business on the Lehigh River north of the Blue 


_ Mountain. Undoubtedly the experience he gained and the asso- 


ciations he formed while a member of the quartermaster depart- 
ment contributed to the success of this venture. Here we have a 
pattern of development of great significance to historians interested 
in our entrepreneurial origins. Recently a great deal of attention 
has been given this subject. 


Mr. Boyer has prepared an excellent introduction to the Weiss 
Letter Book. The reader will find here the historical setting amply 
described. A reading of this statement and the adjoining letters 
provide a rewarding historical experience. 


Victor L. JOHNSON 
Muhlenberg College 
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INTRODUCTION 


The two hundred and sixty-seven letters which are published 
here for the first time were entered in the letter book which Jacob 
Weiss, deputy quartermaster general, carried with him for about 
three and a half years during the Revolutionary War. The Lehigh 
County Historical Society owns the original letter book and 
treasures it among its most interesting manuscripts. 


There is reason to believe that Colonel Weiss kept a second 
book of letters he wrote while in his country’s service and while 
he served his native state, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as 
assistant deputy quartermaster. He closed up the business of his 
department in 1783 and retired from the service. In our letter 
book the last letter is dated December 8, 1781, and his retirement 
in 1783 suggests that he may have entered his correspondence for 
the intervening period in another ledger. Our book is in ledger 
form on very fine handmade paper. 


Why should the Lehigh County Historical Society publish these 
letters? Their content is a repetition of orders to get military 
stores on their way, of pleas for dispatch in their allocation, of 
complaints as to their quality, and of insistence on proper records 
and inventories. Have they any value of historical reference to 
Northampton County, or to the then important towns, Allentown, 
Bethlehem and Easton? Lehigh County had not been erected out 
of the original Northampton County until 1812. 


The letters are date-lined from eight different camps during 
the war, including Valley Forge, Middlebrook and Morristown, 
where the continental army spent three successive winters. 


The answer to the above questions lies in the intrinsic historical 
value of over ninety letters containing hitherto unknown facts 
bearing on the services of many persons residing in Northampton 
County and within the confines of our present Lehigh County. 
Between the period September 13, 1780, and December 8, 1781, 
ninety-two letters were written by Weiss from Easton, the largest 
number written from any one point. The second largest number 
were written two years earlier from Camp Middlebrook. It is these 
Easton letters which present us with local aspects of the great 
pronlem of foraging, of flour supplies, and of other stores expected 
or war needs from our locality, particularly from the farmers of 
Lynn and Saucon who wintered the army’s horses. Persons of local 
prominence at the time are mentioned; wagoners and wagon- 
masters, John and Anthony Lerch who supplied various stores, 
and Lawrence Good (Lorenz Guth), who lived along the Jordan 
creek north of Allentown. In the list of stores receipted by Weiss 
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from these men we note such items as harness, bridles, collars, 
hames, belly bands, wagon whips, horse shoes, and feeding troughs. 
From Colonel David Deshler, with whom much correspondence 
was had, Weiss certified receipt of chopped rye, buckwheat, oats, 
cut straw, and flour. 


Although about sixty-five percent. of the letters contain no 
direct reference to our County and deal with the quartermaster’s 
problems in widely remote areas, such as New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut, they serve to define the man who 
wrote them, his devotion to duty, his painstaking efforts to supply 
the needs of the men in the field, his concern for their comfort, 
his honesty in all transactions, and the boldness and beauty of his 

en. These characteristics define the man who moved his young 
beinily to Easton prior to the British capture of Philadelphia. He 
was twenty-seven years of age at the time, his wife twenty-three, 
and the eldest of his four childen was only four.1 


HIS FAMILY BACKGROUND 


The parents of our distinguished quartermaster general were 
jean Jacob Weiss, born July 20, 1721, and Rebecca Cock (Cox), 
orn in Passyunk Township, Philadelphia County, November 23, 
1725. They were married October 13, 1746. She was of Swedish 
descent. Her parents were members of the Swedish Lutheran 
Church. John Jacob arrived in 1740 on the ship Lydia (from 
Rotterdam), Captain Allen. He came from Wuerttemberg, Ger- 
many; was a physician, well educated, a circumstance which ex- 
plains the son’s literary and accounting talents. Nine years after 
John Jacob’s arrival, on the eighth of January, 1749, they joined 
the Moravian Church in Philadelphia. He died September 22, 
1788, and was buried in the First Moravian Churchyard, Philadel- 
pe: His wife died July 3, 1808. Since the scope of our interest 
ere precludes a genealogical record of the family, it is sufficient 
to note that they had eleven children, of whom only two were 
married: Jacob, the deputy quartermaster general, who married 
March 26, 1772, Elizabeth Robinson; and Mary, who married 
Charles Cist, the Philadelphia printer and later joint entrepreneur, 
with others, of the pioneer Panther Valley coal industry. Records 
of the births, marriages and deaths of the children of John Jacob 
Weiss and his wife may be found in the church book of the First 
Moravian Church in Philadelphia. Of these Jacob was born in 
Philadelphia, August 21, 1750 (old style calendar). The date on 
the cemetery tombstone at Weissport, Carbon County, Pennsyl- 
vania, reads “September Ist, A.D. 1750,” which is the new style 
calendar correction. 


The wife of our distinguished Revolutionary War letter writer 
was, as mentioned above, Elizabeth, the daughter of Francis and 





*See footnote page 84. 
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Elizabeth Chaplin Robinson, born March 6, 1754, baptized April 13, 
1754, by Rev. William Sturgeon, assistant to Rev. Robert Jenny, 
rector of Christ Church, Philadelphia. Mrs. Robinson had been 
married three times: first, April 23, 1750, to Thomas Archdale, who 
died the following year; second, 1752, to Francis Robinson, who 
died in 1758; and third, December 19, 1763, to George Kemble, 
who died in 1774. Jacob’s mother-in-law, as Mrs. George Kemble 
then, died January 12, 1789; at Nazareth, Pennsylvania.? 

Among the Philadelphians, who experienced the great excite- 
ment over the announcement that the British in September 1777 
were on their way to occupy their city, was Elizabeth, the wife of 
Jacob Weiss, who was out of town at the time with the Continental 
army. The American army had suffered defeat at Chadd’s Ford 
and on the Brandywine. The British had moved up to the very 
outskirts of the city. Every patriot hastened to move his family 
out of the enemy’s hands. But wagons and coaches were to be 
had only at inflationary prices. Tories in the city were happy, - 
but for the Whigs there was anxiety and confusion. Mrs. Weiss 
managed to hire a team and with her four children, the family 
wearing apparel, and a few articles of furniture, started for Bristol. 
There she found no room in the inn. It had been converted into 
a hospital for the wounded soldiers. From Bristol a few weeks later 
Weiss moved his family to Easton, Pennsylvania. 


PRELUDE TO WEISS’S SERVICE 


To understand the content of the many letters which Weiss 
wrote during his years of service while he was absent from his 
family it may serve us well to review the problems confronting 
the quartermaster department. These were new problems for a 
young nation not yet politically organized to handle in an inter- 
State co-ordinated manner the machinery of supply for war’s de- 
mands nor to devise a tax program to finance the same. The 
quartermaster department during the Revolution was beset with 
many vexing problems. Washington had appointed (August 14, 
1775) Thomas Mifflin, who after the war became Pennsylvania’s 
first governor under the State Constitution of 1790, to head it. But 
Mifflin resigned in June 1776, to become a brigadier-general. On 
Washington’s request the following October, Congress re-appointed 
him. After the Battle of Trenton, Mifflin again hoped to be relieved 
of the job because of the heavy duties the office entailed. After 
the British had taken Philadelphia and Congress had fled to York, 
Mifflin once more resigned on October 8, 1777. Washington was 
much displeased. Congress refused at first to accept the resignation 
but on March 2, 1778, appointed General Nathanael Greene to 
the post. For reasons we can not enter into here, Congress ordered 





*From the family records supplied by Mrs. Fred Kutz, a descendant. 
* Mathews & Hungerford; History of the Counties of Lehigh and Carbon, 1884. 
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an inquiry into the conduct of Mifflin’s department with a threat 
of court martial should any discrepancies appear. No formal 
inquiry was however made and subsequently Congress appropriated 
large sums of money while Greene was Quartermaster General to 
enable Mifflin to settle his accounts. Mifflin’s trials over accounts, 
receipts, and payments —a distasteful job to him — are reflected in 
Weiss’s letters. 


* 

“Immediately after the battle of Brandywine (fought September 
Il, 1777), the distressed situation of the army had been represented 
to Congress. That body had recommended to the executive of 
Pennsylvania, to appoint discreet persons to take possession of any 
linens, blankets and other woollens, shoes, spirits, and other neces- 
saries, for the use of the army, which might be found in any stores 
or warehouses, in the city of Philadelphia; giving a certificate ex- 
pressing the quantity and value of the goods so taken, which goods 
were to be conveyed to a place of safety.” 4 


_ This measure was deemed too strong for the executive and 
Washington’s powers as commander-in-chief were called upon. To 
Hamilton, to whom had been assigned the task, Washington wrote: 
“Your own prudence will point out the least exceptional means 
to be pursued; but remember, delicacy and strict adherence to the 
ordinary mode of application, must give place to our necessities. 
We must if possible accomodate the soldiers with such articles as 
they stand in need of, or we shall have just reason to apprehend 
the most injurious and alarming consequences from the approach- 
ing season.’” This “very active officer” (Hamilton) was not success- 
ful in obtaining a supply in any degree adequate to the “pressing 
and increasing wants of the army.” 


“Much of the sufferings of the army was attributed to neglect 
in the quartermaster’s department, which, notwithstanding the re- 
peated remonstrances of the commander-in-chief, had long been 
permitted to remain without a head. This subject was early taken 
up by the committee (of Congress), and proper representations 
made respecting it.’ 5 ) | 


That committee had stressed the importance of the quarter- 
master department in a letter to the Congress: ‘The influence of 
this office is so diffusive through every part of your military system, 
that neither the wisdom of arrangement, the spirit of enterprise, 
or favourable opportunity, will be of any avail, if this great wheel 
in the machine stops, or moves heavily . .. It is our duty, sir, 
to inform you, it is not our intention to censure (those gentlemen 
who conducted it); and be assured nothing but a sense of the 
obligation we are under to postpone all other considerations to 
the public safety, could induce us to perform the unpleasing task. 


* Marshall, The Life of George Washington, UI, 149 (1805). 
SIbid. page 328. 
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We find, sir, the property of the continent dispersed over the 
whole country; not an encampment, route of the army, or con- 
siderable road, but abounds with waggons, left to the mercy of 
the weather, and the will of the inhabitants; large quantities of 
intrenching tools have, in like manner, been left in various hands, 
under no other security that we can learn, than the honesty of 
those who have them in possession. No less than three thousand 
spades and shovels, and the like number of tomahawks, have lately 
been discovered and collected in the vicinity of the camp... In 
the same way, a quantity of tents, and tent cloth, after having 
lain a whole summer in a farmer’s barn, and unknown to the 
officer of the department, was lately discovered, and brought to 
camp by a special order from the general... . 


“The want of waggons and horses for the ordinary, as well as 
extraordinary occasions of the army, presses upon us, if possible, 
with equal force; almost every species of camp transportation is 
now performed by men, who without a murmur, patiently yoke 
themselves to little carriages of their own making, or load their 
wood and provisions on their backs... . 


46 


. . . Permit us to say that a moment’s time should not be 
lost in placing a man of approved abilities, and extensive capacity 
at the head of the department, who will restore it to some degree 
of order and regularity, whose provident care will immediately 
relieve the present wants of the army, and extend itself to those 
which must be satisfied, before we can expect vigour, enterprise, 
or success. When your committee reflect upon the increased difh- 
culties of procuring waggons, horses, tents, and the numerous train 
of articles dependent on this office, without which your army cannot 
even move; they feel the greatest anxiety lest the utmost skill, 
diligence, and address, will prove ineffectual to satisfy the growing 
demand.” & 


In a circular letter General Washington, while at Valley Forge, 
had expressed the urgency to supply the army: ‘““The care and 
attention of the states will, I flatter myself, be in a most particular 
manner directed to the supply of shoes, stockings, and blankets; 
as the expenditure of those articles is, from the common opera- 
tions and accidents of war, far greater than of any others.” He 
pointed out that the “exertions of the states cannot be too great, 
too vigorous in this interesting work, and we shall never have a 
fair and just prospect of success, until our troops (officers and 
soldiers) shall be better provided for, than they are, or have been.” 


_To Henry Laurens, president of the Congress, he complained: 
Since the month of July (1777), we have had no assistance from 
the quartermaster general and to want of assistance from this 





*Ibid. From extract, note number VII to page 328. 
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department, the commisary general? charges great part of his 
deficiency.” (Quoted by Marshall, p. 312). 


Congress early in the war had adopted measures for the im- 
portation of clothes. A clothier-general had also been appointed 
with deputies in the several states, but his collections were very 
inadequate. ‘The state governments had been earnestly applied 
to for an immediate supply, and extensive powers over individual 
property had been given*to the commander-in-chief; but the exer- 
cise of these powers was beyond measure odious, and the subject 
on which they could act, had been greatly diminished by the 
unfortunate non-importation agreements which preceded the war; 
by the immense difficulties attending commerce since its commence- 
ment; by the loss of several of the great seaport towns, which were 
in possession of the enemy; and by the individual consumption 
of such articles as were in the country . . . a consumption far 
exceeding the supply which could be drawn from domestic manu- 
factures.” 8 


Marshall noted the great need for adequate clothes and blankets 
had existed even prior to the army’s moving to Valley Forge in 
December 1777. “The season was now becoming so extremely 
severe,” he wrote, “that it was impossible for an army neither well 
clothed, nor sufficiently supplied with blankets, longer to keep the 
field in tents.” With some defections among the suppliers of stores 
to the north of Philadelphia, who preferred to sell for hard money 
to the British in Philadelphia, John Marshall had this eloquent 
invective to insert into his Life of George Washington: “In a desert 
which supplies not the means of subsistence, or in a garrison 
where food is unattainable, courage, patriotism, and habits of 
discipline, enable the soldier, in a degree which astonishes the 
world, to conquer wants which would be invincible. But to perish 
in a country abounding with provisions, requires something more 
than fortitude; nor can soldiers readily comprehend any combina- 
tion of causes, unless there be some sudden and apparent accident, 
which in such a situation may withhold from them their usual 
supplies.” 


“"TIS ENOUGH TO PUZZLE A PRIEST” 


With the above prelude to the patriotic service rendered by 
Weiss in which we quoted from John Marshall, who wrote so 
eloquently of the problems of the quartermaster department only 
a decade after the conclusion of the war, we may more easily 
comprehend the problems Weiss confronted. Though the body of 
the letters reproduced here eloquently reveal the inefficiencies of 
the service and the inadequacy of just about everything the army 


‘For an excellent dissertation on the commissary department, see Johnson, 
Victor L., The Administration of the American Commissariat During the 
Revolutionary War, Phila., 1941. : 

* Marshall, op cit., III, 315 (1805) 
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needed, the following introductory excerpts from the two hundred 
and sixty-seven letters may highlight for us the interesting 
correspondence which follows.. 


“You must not wonder at the different Orders that may come 
from me... , ‘tis enough to puzzle a Priest to know what an 
Army is constantly wanting .. ,” he wrote June 15, 1779, from 
Middlebrook to Colonel Mitchell. By this time he had already 
served over a year as deputy quartermaster general. His service, 
according to his own statement in a letter (July 23, 1779), began 
in May, 1778. On December 18, 1778, to Colonel Udney Hay, he 
wrote: “Captain Low is desirous of making a Settlement with his 
Men and wants to know the price of the Cloathing that he may 
deduct it out of their Pay.” Five weeks later he complained to 
Colonel Mitchell: “The Price of the Cloathing I am continually 
pestered about, do be so good as to let me know by the next 
Opportunity and you'l much oblige.” On April 2 (two more 
months later) he still had no prices: “Unless I am informed ere 
long, expect we shall lose the pay of sundry Cloathing that has 
been drawn by men not entitled, any further than for payrurp 
The same delay in procurement is noted in his letter of December 
16, 1778, when he asked Colonel Abeel for ‘a good Stove with 
pipes agreeable to Dimensions.” On the 20th following, this time 
to Colonel Mitchell, he again asks for “the Stove in particular of 
which last should be glad to know if can be sent.” Three days 
later he begged again that one be sent. His annoyance at delay 
prompted him to write forcefully, as in his letter to Colonel Mitchell 
written January 26, 1779: “Major Forsythe informs me he wrote 
you (or Col®. Cox) some time past to send to Camp some Harness 
Makers and a Barrell or two of Oyl, neither of which have yet 
arrived. I must therefore request their being sent as quick as 
possible as its high time something should be done with the 
Harness delivered into Store from Teams broke up.” Major sup- 
plies and stores as well as miscellaneous items received his atten- 
tion. The delay in forwarding to him twelve dozen papers of ink 
powder may be noted in the letter book. His letters are entered 
in a fainter and fainter penmanship. Ten weeks later, May 7, 
1779, he evidently received the ink powder. His letter of that 
date is much more legible, the writing heavier and darker. 


Theft and unauthorized issues of army supplies annoyed him 
as much as their delay. He called it a “piece of villiany” when 
seven boxes of clothing were pilfered in part en route between 
“Morris Town” and Fish Kill, and hoped Cornelius Ten Broeck 
“may make a Discovery of” it. John Marshall had called the army 
a “fluctuating army.” “The soldiers carried off arms and blankets 
which had been unavoidably delivered to them, to be used while 
in camp, and thus wasted in advance, the military stores collected 
for the ensuing campaign.” ® 





"Ibid. p. 66. 
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WORN DOWN PUBLIC HORSES 


For us who reside today in Lehigh, Northampton, Berks, and 
Bucks counties, those letters, and there are many of them, that 
deal with Weiss’s solicitude for the many worn down horses of the 
Continental army, have a special interest. Their content alone 
would justify their publication. Our local historians were not 
unaware of the great service of our pioneer farmers, but nowhere 
have the intimate details of the wintering of worn out horses or 
their sales at public vendues in our locality been recorded as related 
by Weiss in his correspondence. “You are not to let your Men 
or Horses suffer, by any means,” he wrote to William Stewart, 
wagon master. “Should there be any disturbances by the savages 
you will please to have the horses taken to places of safety,’ was 
his instruction to Captain Drake in his letter from Easton, March 
21, 1781. 


«| I have been this day engaged in the sale of the worn 
down public horses sent to this county [Northampton] and have 
about 16 still on hand, would only make mention that I purpose 
holding another vendue on the 25 ins‘. [November, 1780] to get 
rid of those remaining & not worth wintering, and if the QM 
Genl. has any in Camp he would wish to have disposed of it 
would be well to have them sent in time for that purpose .. .” 
On December 5, 1780, Lewis Knouse was instructed to deliver 
forty horses to John Lerch in Allen Township. “... You will be 
very carefull not to drive them fast, . . . [and] when you are about 
to feed them it must be with hay only and that given very spair- 
ingly at a time or they will be all knock’d up.” On the same date 
he wrote to Paul Reisor that he was to take horses to Colonel 
Philip Boehm in Lower Saucon and that the same care be taken 
lest they “be all knock’d up.” The latter, Colonel Boehm, he 
hoped would be careful to send advertisements, on the different 
roads respecting the sale of horses. To Frederick “Leinback” he 
sent twenty horses and inquired whether more might be billited 
in Upper Milford “without making to [sic] great a stress upon 
the Farmers.” For them he also expressed his concern when he 
wrote to William McCalla in Bucks County: “. . . I could wish 
the people were paid for keeping the horses while under the 
direction of Mr. Thomas and Foulk . . . I suppose that two 
dollars for a horse p. month in real specie will be as near the 
mark as the Resolves of Congress will alow for Forage to be fur- 
nished. Indeed I should think that ten shillings p. month might 
be sufficient where horses have not been carefully:fed .. .”" Weiss 
permitted himself justifiable self-commendation when on December 
23, 1780, he wrote, first, to Colonel Samuel Miles, deputy quarter- 
master, “There has been a considerable number of public horses 
arriv’d at this place [Easton] within these three weeks past, very 
much reduced, some are sent on to Berks, some to Maxatany, 
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from American Barns and Covered Bridges 


By permission of author, Eric Sloane 
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some to Oley, some to Lancaster Counties, and a part remains 
with me... There was about 20 died in the course of 4 or 5 days 
after they had arrived . . . and several more died out on the 
Farms . . . Believe it to be owing to’ their hard keeping at Camp, 
and on their.way here . . . I have had Six sales at different 
places .. .” Secondly, on the same day he wrote to John Lerch: 
“I have had so many people on my hands... that I found it 
impossible to get away yesterday, it being Court time . . . make 
no doubt but I shall meet with good encouragement from him 
[Colonel Miles] for my labour on this occasion respecting the 
horses.” This was a merited “self-pat” indeed. To Colonel Tim- 
othy Pickering on March 1, 1781, he had enumerated one hundred 
and fifty horses that he had billited in Northampton County, 
twenty-eight in Lower Saucon, twenty-four in Lynn Township, 
and eighteen at John Lerch’s in Allen Township, among others 
not mentioned. And it may be added, he did not approve ‘‘Billit- 
ing those horses on the people unawares.” Incidentally, it is worth 
noting that General Washington four years earlier, in March 1777, 
had asked Thomas Mifflin, then quartermaster general, to purchase 
for him “fifty or one hundred condemned army horses which, 
though too worn for military service, might develop into valuable 
brood mares.” 1° 


THE POST-WAR BUSINESSMAN 


As previously stated, Weiss closed up the business of his de- 
partment in 1783, retired, and purchased a tract of land from the 
Moravians north of the Blue Mountain on the Lehigh River, 
including the site on which Fort Allen formerly stood. Here he 
settled his family in 1785. Mrs. Weiss, according to tradition, did 
not readily adapt herself to the new environment. She missed her 
friends, the church she had attended, and the school for her 
children. 


As a result of the acquisition of the letter book and the pre- 
sentation before the Lehigh County Historical Society of a paper 
dealing with its contents, Mrs. Fred D. Kutz, of Allentown, a 
great great granddaughter of Colonel Weiss, presented to the 
Society his account book which enables us to examine his business 
dealings after the war years. 


From June 14, 1783 (page 84 of the account book) to September 
5, 1795, he entered the accounts of his lumber business; the names 
of purchasers, quantity of lumber sold, and cash receipts. A total 
of sales entered shows he grossed £606, 2, 914. From August 8 to 
November 30, 1786, he entered the names of men employed by 
him and the nature of their work. Other entries record his store 
accounts in 1784, when he sold mutton, beef, veal, venison, and 





* Kenneth R. Rossman, Thomas Mifflin and the Politics of the American Revo- 
lution, University of North Carolina Press, 1952, p. 50. . 
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butter; the latter at 10 to 12 pence per pound. Another very 
valuable portion of the ledger is his entry during 1785 of the 
names of raftismen whom he employed, the names of makers of 
rafts, places to which they rafted on the Lehigh, and their time. 
The commercial dimensions of this master of accounts also show 
his purchases during 1784 and 1785 of rum, brandy, wine, molasses, 
tea, chocolate, coffee, sugar, and pepper; a return of boards and 
timber sawed by William Burns and John Hawn for the years 1785 
and 1786; and a record of logs hauled in 1787 to the saw mill at 
Fort Allen. 


In 1791, Philip Ginter, a hunter, showed Weiss a piece of the 
“stone coal” he had found. The Colonel took the specimen to 
Philadelphia to John Nicholson, Michael Hillegas, and Charles 
Cist, Weiss’s brother-in-law. They authorized Weiss to pay Ginter 
for his discovery provided he point out the spot where he had 
found it. Later, to introduce coal to the blacksmiths of the area, 
Weiss filled his saddlebags and promoted its virtues and uses. This 
remarkable penman of the letters which follow, a man who had 
traveled up and down our eastern states during the critical years 
of the War for Independence, at the age of forty-one had become 
a successful businessman and promoter of a major industry in 
eastern Pennsylvania. Though he took up farming for a while, 
he did so only with moderate success. 


Jacob Weiss died at Weissport, January 9, 1839, aged 88 years, 
one month and eight days, according to the stone that marks his 
resting place. “Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth, wife of Col. 
Jacob Weiss, who was born Mar. 6th, 1754 and died Nov. 29, 1844, 
aged 90 years, 8 months and 23 days,” reads the inscription on the 
stone above her grave. Their sons, Francis, a surveyor, and Thomas, 
who carried on the father’s farming and lumbering business, laid 
out the town of Weissport in Carbon County. 


In all his war correspondence, Weiss rarely mentioned his 
private affairs or his family. On June 15, 1779, from Camp 
“Middle Brook,” to Colonel John Cox, ADQMG, he made one 
of his rare references: “I intend visiting my Family for a few 
Days and to join the Army by the Time the Stores may have got 
there ...’’ The year before, two days before Christmas he wrote 
to Colonel Abeel: “Sir, General Green sett off this Day with his 
Lady for Philadelphia . . . The General has given me leave of 
Absence to return Home during the Holidays. . .” 


‘Seventy-seven years after his death, during the celebration of 
Old Home Week in Lehighton, Miss Gertrude Sweeny, then aged 
fifteen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sweeny, of Stroudsburg, 
was introduced to the audience as the youngest descendant of 
Colonel Weiss present, and unveiled the statue and memorial to 
him, the donor of the parks to the Lehighton citizens. The Le- 
highton Evening Leader for September 25 and 26, 1916, carried 
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full reports of the testimonials to his honor. Dr. C. S. Weiss, in a 
lengthy article appearing in the issue of the 25th, noted: “The 
: letters written to and by him, the deeds and other documents, 
show that he was a man of unusual activity, energy, intelligence, 
foresight and benevolence.” 
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FRANCIS WEISS TO MR. JACOB WEISS 
A Son’s Letter to his Father 


As we were going to press Mr. T. Hamlet Hontz of Lehighton 
informed us of the finding of a letter written by Francis Weiss to 
his father, Jacob, deputy quartermaster general. We immediately 
suggested that its historical value merited its inclusion in this 
volume. The gracious permission of the letter’s owner, Mr. Harry 
Blew, of Weissport, enabled us to include it herewith. Photostatic 
copies of both sides of the lettersheet were too indistinct to repro- 
duce it in facsimile. We have therefore transcribed it. 


The original letter was found in the library of the late Austin 
Boyer, surveyor, of Weissport, whom we had personally known 
years ago. According to Mr. Blew, the letter was reclaimed by 
Mr. Boyer about thirty-five years ago, just as it was to be burnt 
by its original owner. The letter, no doubt delivered by horseback, 
was addressed to “Mr. Jacob Weiss, Fort Allen.” It would be 
interesting to learn whether other letters addressed to Fort Allen 
exist. Both Mr. Hontz and Mr. Blew had some doubts as to the 
dateline of the letter, noting that it might be either 1787 or 1797, 
the third numeral written indistinctly. Both gentlemen noted, 
however, that if the former date were accepted, the son’s age at 
time of penning the letter to his father would have been only 
fourteen. There are other reasons for accepting the latter date, 
1797. ‘The mention of P. Ginter, who in 1791 referred his discovery 
of coal to Jacob, the father, definitely fixes the latter date. Mention 
of the father’s receipt of Ginter’s land patent would naturally 
follow the interest in the discovery. But, more convincing is the 
letter’s reference to “grandmother.”” She could only have been 
the writer’s paternal grandmother, since the maternal grandmother, 
Elizabeth (Chaplin), had married a third time in 1763. The writer 
does not mention his grandfather. John Jacob, his paternal grand- 
father, had died in 1788. If the letter had been written in 1787 
failure to mention the grandfather would seem unlikely. 


The contents of the following letter enable us to record that 
Francis at age twenty-four had established himself as a competent 
agent for his father in land transactions at the seat of government 
in Philadelphia. From the intimate knowledge of the health of 
his uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cist, it is likely that 
Francis lived with them. 


M.J.B. 
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- Philadelphia, April 19 1797 
D*. Father 


I am happy to have it in my power to fulfill your wishes by 
informing you that Mr. Cist’s health is greatly improved since I 
wrote to you last—and had it not been for the unfavourable 
weather we have had latterly he would have been down stairs 
and able to have looked after his business again — Aunt is in a fair 
way of doing well. She was troubled with a pain in her head a 
few days ago — but having made use of a blister she is now relieved’ 
from that complaint — Grandmother is tolerable well. They beg 
me to remember their tender love to you and Mamy and return 
you their thanks for the anxiety you express for their welfare. 


I have paid the arrears and Receiver’s fees in the tracts in 
the names of A. Loesh & P. Buck — they are ordered for confirma- 
tion and I expect to have them returned into the Secretary’s Office 
by the end of the week —I have done nothing further with Hors- 
field and Leibegood’s— There appear no Caveats against them 
and as soon as I have cash sufficient I shall get them through the 
other Offices —I should be glad to have the receipts or at least 
know the time when the two last mentioned warrants were paid for. 


Though you make no mention of P. Ginter’s Patent in your 
letter, I suppose you have received it — and beg you to inform him 
that it is in your hands — or send it to him and at the same time 
remind him of the promise he made to search for some white clay 
in his neighbourhood. 


At present I cannot fix any time when to visit you—I shall 
not leave Mr. Cist till I find it quite suitable. 


Accept with Mamy and Brother the assuranced esteem for you 
from 


Your 


dutiful Son 
Francis Weiss 


Please to give my respects to the Fisher’s family and inform 
them that I am anxious to hear how they are and whether they 
are likely to be settled according to their mind. 


F. W. 
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DATE LINES AND NUMBERS OF WEISS LETTERS 


Camp Valley Forge June 8 — 10, 1778 3 
Camp White Plains Aug. 1 — Sept. 13, 1778 17 
Camp North Castle Sept. 17, 1778 ] 
Camp Quaker Hill “Oct. 20 — Nov. 19, 1778 14 
Fish Kill (Landing) Nov. 2 — 22, 1778 5 
Robinson’s Farm Nov. 22, 1778 

Camp Middle Brook Nov. 28, 1778 — June 15, 1779 78 
Camp Smith’s Clove June 27 — July 15, 1779 13 
Camp New Windsor July 23 — Nov. 4, 1779 30 
Morris Town Feb. 28 — Mar. 19, 1780 2 
Camp near Hackensack Sept. 7, 1780 1 
Easton (Including Sept. 13, 1780 — Dec. 8, 1781 on" 


one from Allen Township) 





Total written by Col. Weiss 258 


Written by others, but entered by Col. Weiss into his letter book: 


Letters from Cornelius TenBroeck 
Extract of Minutes of Congress 
Certificate to Gustavus Reisberg, Esq. 
Letters from Christian Meng 

Letters of Nathaniel Wright (his clerk) 
Order of Joseph Reed to David Deshler 


em 089 DOO = 


* One letter is entered twice (pages 226 and 232 of letter book) 
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Camp Valley Forge, June 8, 1778 
Sir, 


The poplar Chest with the Key Hole on the Lid, that was 
brought out of Philadelphia last Fall, and gave into my charge 


at Bristol, I did agreeable to your request remove from thence to 
Easton. 


It was also delivered by me to Robert Lettis Hooper Esq. 
D.Q.M.G.! on the fifth day of October last, with Directions to 
take charge of the same. I mentioned to him at the time of 
delivering it to contain Papers relative to our Army, and that if 
Anthony Butler Esq (Gen! Mifflins Agent) or Colonel Jonathan 
Mifflin DQMG}. should make application, as it was probable 
they would, to have it delivered accordingly. 


The Box I make no doubt will be found, it must have been 
sent away from Col°. Hoopers in a mistake, and as its Now some 
time since, twill be hard for him to recollect if he has taken no 
Memorandum; where it has been sent to. This I am confident 
that I delivered him the Box, or Chest; and that in the afternoon 


of said Day as above mentioned, and to which I can further 
testify. In the meantime I remain 


Your most Obedt. Hble Servant 


j.W. 
D.Q.M. Gen. 
Col’. Hamilton AD Camp 

to his Excellency 





1 As Deputy Quartermaster General, Hooper's department carried Northampton, 
Bucks, Berks and Philadelphia counties in Pennsylvania, and Sussex county 
in New Jersey. He lived during this period in Saucon township, about five 
miles south of Bethlehem. George Taylor bequeathed to him a silver mounted 
small sword and named him an executor of his will. He died near Trenton 
in 1797, 

He also had a residence in Easton, northwest corner, Fifth and North- 
ampton Streets. “In the rear, and on the site of the present Zion’s Lutheran 

Church stood a large stone building used by him as a warehouse and later it 


Was used as a barracks for the militia.” (The Pennsylvania-German, XU, No. 
7, July 1911) : vat 
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Copy of Letter omitted Entering in June last —? 
Camp Valley Forge June 9%. 1778 
Sir, 
The Bearer George Seitz will deliver you Twenty Old Tents 
that want repair, for which I have his Receipt; you’l please to 
satisfy him for carrying them up. 


' The Canteens came without a Memorandum of their Number. 
I have had them carefully counted, and they are Two Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Thirty One, which you’l charge me with, fit 
for Service, and Thirty One unfit: Markees and Horsemans Tents 
are much wanted, if any on hand, you'll please to hurry them 
down. 

I am Sir 
Sc. 


c-W er. O Neo 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.G!. © 
at Reading 


Camp Valley Forge June JOS 17752 
Sir, 

All such Stores as you may find in future for the use of the 
Army, you will please to direct or order to be directed to me, 
with an Invoice of the Contents; that I may be able to inform 
you or your Assistants, if the Articles sent are agreeable. Should 


like to know how you range in the Q.M'. Generals Department, 
that I may Credit your Stores as they arrive. 


J Received this Day Per William Ferguson Waggon Master, 
sundry Stores all agreeable to Invoice, save one Pair Horse Shoes, 
One Axe, and two pair Heams that are lacking, — and in the 
Account of Stores sent the 30%. May, you’l please to take Notice, 
that five Camp Kettles were short of the Invoice sént per Daniel 
Schymer Waggoner, also one Waggon Screw of the Number short 
with the Stores sent per Patrick Grant, Waggoner. The Saddles, 
Portmanteaus, and Bridles, ‘twould be well enough to know the 
Prices when you send any, and also the prices of those you have 
already sent, as some are Issued to Officers for which they are to 
pay Cash. 





* This is Weiss’s own notation. Inserted following a letter of November 30th, 
1778, we have placed it in its proper chronological order. 


* Eight days later the British evacuated Philadelphia. 
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If any Stores of the late Q.M.Gen!.4 come under your notice, 
or any of your Assistants, it would be requisite they would note 
them to me in their Invoices, when sent to Camp, that the Stores 
of the new Arrangement may be distinguished in my Returns to 
the Q.M'. Gen!. from those of the Old — 


Yours With Respect 


J.W. — D.Q.M.G. 
George Ross Esq’. . 


Camp White Plains August 1st. 17785 
Sir, 

The bearer Mr. Jesse Baldwin, has drawn his Proportion of 
Paper for his Regiment, and has Receipted for it in your behalf. 
I herewith enclose you the Form of another Return, which you 
will please to have made out and sent me Per first Opportunity; 
that I may know the State of Camp Equipage in your Brigade, 
which will enable me to furnish you, or lay by a Proportion of 
what may be requisite to compleat you, as Stores arrive: — I mean 
a Return exclusive of the Detatchment [sic] now out under Genl. 
Maxwell, if anything may be wanted for said Detatchment, and 
they are Continental, it will be requisite for you to order the 
Q.M®. of the same, to make you out a like Return, Separate, which 
you can also send me. As all the Brigade Q.M*. are to give me 
an exact State of Camp Equipage in their respective Brigades, by 
Monday next, I request you will therefore do the same without 
delay as soon as you possibly can — 


I am with Respect &¢. 

J. W. — D.Q.M.G. 

Nath! Wilkinson Esq’. | 
Q.Mr. Gen!. Maxwells Brigade 





“Thomas Mifflin had served as the first quartermaster general of the Revolu- 
tionary War. He resigned and severed his relations in that department on 
March 2, 1778. General Nathanael Greene succeeded him after months of 
delay on the part of Congress in naming a successor. Colonels Cox and Pettit 
were named assistants. Mifflin had difficulty with his accounts through no 
fault of his own and was unjustly suspected of dishonesty and mismanage- 
ment. “He stood repudiated. Of all persons his successor had to be his rival, 
Greene. But like Mifflin, Greene hated the place [as quartermaster-general], 
and ‘descended’ to it only under pressure and on his own terms. And, again 
like Mifflin, he soon came to grief in it.” (Rossman, op. cit., p. 146) 

Greene had taken over the department in the latter part of March, 1778. 
The charge of peculation against Mifflin was never supported and his in- 
sistence on a public inquiry attests to his innocence. Weiss had, as is evident 
in many of his letters, the same problems to face in settling accounts. Greene 
resigned the post of quartermaster general. Congress angrily accepted his 
resignation on August 3, 1778. 


* This is the first of seventeen letters from Camp White Plains. 
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Camp White Plains August 24. 1778 

Sir, 
Inclosed you have a Receipt for the Stores sent, which you 
will compare with your Account, The Horse Shoes I had counted 


over twice, and make but six Hundred, Nineteen and half pair. 
The Waggon Clouts were lacking two, and the rest proved all right. 


I have sent to your Care one Chest, one Valiece, with Beding, 
three Camp Stools, and one new Horsemans Tent, the Property 
of the Baron DeArnts and might beg the favour of you to forward 
the whole, by one of the first Opportunitys to Philadelphia to the 
care of Mr. Funk, Tavern Keeper in Second Street near Race Street 
with the enclosed Letter. 


_ Iam &c. 


Jacob Weiss D.Q.M.G. 
C. Sheriff Esqt. DQ.MG. 
- Arthur Graham, 
George Miller, John Beaver 
Christian Kemmerer, Leonard Tetrick 


Camp White Plains August 24. 1778 
Sir, 

Inclosed you have a Receipt of the Stores sent P. the Bearer 
Mr. Harman Yost, which agree all to the enclosed Remarks, should 
be glad you would direct a duplicate Invoice to me, as I have the 
receiving and issuing of all the Stores for the use of the Army 
under the Q.M.Gen!. or an Invoice exclusive of the one send him, 
which will enable me in rendering an Account of Stores that may 
be missing out of the Brigade, either to the QMGenl. Waggon 
Master Gen!. &c that may have the Inspection or Direction of said 
Brigades, and stopping the pay out of the Hands of those who 
may be employed and entrusted with the Care of the Stores, 
whether Waggon Masters or Waggoners. 


I remain with the Compliments of the Season 
Yours &c. 


J.W. — D.Q.M.G!. 
Col’. Mitchell DQMG!. Q | 
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Camp White Plains August 6%. 1778 
Sir, 

By order of the Quarter Master General you will please to have 
made and forward to the Army without delay, Three Thousand 
Canteen Straps that are much wanted for the Strapping of Can- 


teens that are come to Hand and cant be Issued for the Want of 
them. 


* 
You'l also send a Tun of Iron, if any on hand, being out at 
present, Tents are much wanted, pray send on all that may arrive, 


that the Troops may get Covered. Should be glad you could 
inform me what Stores you have at present on Hand. 


I am in the mean while 
Your most Obedt. Hb'e. Servant 


Col. Hay D.QMG Jacob Weiss — D.Q.M.G). 
ol°. Hay D.Q. . 


Camp White Plains August 11t 1778 
Sir, 

I received yours respecting the Stores, and should have sent 
a Number of Teams for them this Day, but found it impossible 
to procure them time enough, shall see what can be done to: 
morrow; whatever Iron you may retain, be kind enough to send 
me an account of the Quantity, that I may make a charge of the 
same, you'l be kind enough to distinguish the Stores to me, and 
from whom they come — 
Yours &c. 


Jacob Weiss D.Q. M.G. 
Jos: Shutliff Esqr. ADQM.G!. ! 


Camp White Plains August 19t®, 1778 
Dear Sir, 


The Brigade with the Stores arrived yesterday afternoon. We 
have Horse Shoes, Knapsacks, and Canteens, more than will be 
wanting this some time; beg you will send on no more of them, 
untill I may write you. Inclosed you have a list of Sundries much 
wanted by the Artificers, beg if they can be procured, you will 
forward on immediately, and write me if to be depended on being 
sent. I saw an Acct. of Quills and Ink Powder said to be at Morris 
Town — pray forward on a part of each, or otherwise we must 
quit Business, having not a Quill or Ink, but which we must 
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borrow; Should be glad you would have two Hundred folio Books 
made, which are much wanted, Viz.: One Hundred to be made 
in the manner of Gen!. Mifflin printed Receipt Books, only Blank 
and no Print: The other Hundred to be folio intended for the 
Brigade and Regimental Q. Masters, they must be bound on the 
Quarto side, instead in the manner of the others, being intended 
for Ledgers, to contain Camp Equipage Issued by the Brigade 
Q.Ms. to the Regimental 0.Masters: I shall also want three or 
four more such folio Books, as sent me from Reading, each Con- 
taining three or four Quires and of good Paper; you will please 
to let the Books herein mentioned also be made of good Paper,® : 
and write me if this Request can be complied with or if you 
think they can be got at any place nearer this, being an entire 
Stranger in these parts. We are extremely in want of more Canteen 
straps, beg you will send on five or Six Thousand without Delay, 
as no Canteens can be Issued without them. 


Yours &c. 


jJ.W. D.Q.M.GL 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.Gl. 


Camp White Plains August 21st. 1778 
Dear Sir, 


I wrote you Yesterday Per one Corndeffer [Poindexter] Waggon 
Master, with a List enclosed for Sundries of which application 
has been made me, and if to be had, beg you will forward on as 
quick as possible to Head Quarters here: Should be glad you 
would send about 1000 Canteens with Straps, Nine Hundred 
Knapsacks, One Hundred twenty Camp Kettles, and about forty 
axes with Handles to Gen!. Maxfields [Maxwell] Brigade: The 
Brigade Q.M. has sent me a Return of what Camp Equipage was 
wanting, and as they did not draw a Proportion equal to the rest, 
being obliged to march earlier when at Valley Forge: must request 
you will have them sent, directed either to the Gen!. or Nathan. 
Wilkinson his Brigade QMaster, who will receive the same, any 
Stores that may be sent them you will please to acquaint me with, 
that I may make a Charge of the same there is at least about 130 
or 140 Tents wanting to cover the Brigade and detatched Parties 
with the Genl., but as they are still much wanted here, and 'tis 


* Colonial papermakers were paid large sums of money on warrant from the 
Continental Congress. William Hoffman, a Maryland papermaker, was paid 
over two thousand dollars on his account. Frederick Bicking, Mill Creek, 
Montgomery County; Pennsylvania, was paid $517.30 for 118 reams of paper 
used for bills of credit; and on April 12, 1779, after having $2000 advanced 
him in the previous January, he was awarded $1500 to enable him to carry on 
his business. 
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robable they may have Quarters, shan’t direct any thing about 
Fents, untill I consult with M®. Pettit,7 when can write you. 

Shall be glad since you have now arrived, that you will be kind 
enough to distinguish to me, any Stores that may come by way 
of you for me, that I may know who they come from, and have 
them entered accordingly. We are in want of an assortment of 
Leather and Tools for the Hfarness makers (very much) they are 
partly Idle for the want of Work — Request you will send me an 
Assortment of every thing in that way — If you could but let me 
know by a List of what Stores you may have on Hand, could 
write you as they might be wanted. We have Knapsacks, Horse 
Shoes, and Canteens, more than wanted, and more than I like 
have on Hand at present — Small Nails suitable for the repairing 
Barrells in the Commissarys Department are much wanted, if to 
be had send a Quantity — Quills and Ink Powder are also what 
I expect, and request you will please to send forward, and you’) 
much Oblige 

Your very Hb'. Servant 


J.W. — D.Q.M.G1. 
Col*. Abeel D.Q.M.G. 


Camp White Plains August 27th. 1778 
Dear Sir, 


Your favor of the 17th. Instant came to Hand Yesterday am 
astonished you have had no Account of your Baggage, inclosed 
you have a Copy of a Letter with a Duplicate Receipt respecting 
its being sent to Colonel Sheriffs Care D.Q.M.Gen!. at Valley 
Forge with directions to have it forwarded to Mr. Funks, to whom 
there was also a few Lines enclosed. Should it not have come to 
Hand as yet your best way will be to call on Colonel John Mitchell 
DQMGI. in Philadelphia who will assist you in my Opinion in 
having it ordered down from thence being almost Confidant of 
its having arrived long before this time have enclosed you a few 
Lines to the purpose if wanted. With Compliments of the Season, 
I remain , 

Your very Hb'e. Servant 


J.W. — D.Q.M. G! 
Cole, Baron DeArnt 





*Charles Pettit and John Cox (to whom several letters appear elsewhere) were 
appointed assistant quartermasters general, March 2, 1778, under Major Gen- 
eral Greene, QMG. 
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Camp White Plains August 27, 1778 
D*. Sir, 

I wrote you the 24. of this Inst. per Return of Waggoners, 
Kemerer and others with a Receipt enclosed for Baggage of Colonel 
Baron DeArnt to be left in your Care and for you to forward P*. 
first Opportunity to Mr. Funk Tavern Keeper in Second Street 
near Race Street Philadelphia. Should be glad if they arrived 
and are not sent down that you would have it done without fail 
as he writes me of being much in want of them if otherwise they 
are not come to Hand beg you will see into the matter and have 
Restitution made by calling the Waggoners to Account. 


I am Sir 
&c. 


J.W. DQMG! 
Cole. Sheriff DQMG". 


Camp White Plains Sept®.. 34. 1778 
Dear Sir, 


I Received yours with the Stores, which dont altogether cor- 
respond as per Invoice sent, that of the 25 also came to Hand 
this moment, have not time to see Mr". Pettit so as to answer you 
about Mr. Lindsey per this Opportunity, as Express is about setting 
off, would request that if eight or ten penny Nails, Horse Shoe 
Nails, Rod Iron, and Canteen Straps can be had, and are at 
Morris [Town], you will be kind enough to forward on a Quantity 
of each; with respect to Axes, we want none, and when wanted 
will write you. 


Paper Saddles and Bridles are neither wanted having a good 
Assortment of each just now. All Stores that may be in call, and 
as wanted, will write you for. Of Horse Shoes I would always 
have you to have a Supply on Hand in Particular, as there is great 
Consumption in that Article. 


Shall write you in a few Days when to send on, in the mean 
while would have you send the above Articles mentioned, with a 
Barrell of Coopers Nails and Six or Seven Hund‘. Pounds Chalk. 


Yours with Respect 
J.W. DQ.MG. 
Col’. Abeel DQMG'. , 
30 
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Camp White Plains 
September 5 1778 
Dr. Sir, 

I have sent you per Return of two Waggons under the Care of 
William Small Waggon Master, Thirty Six Pack Saddles, with 
Thirty six Setts of Geer suitable, there was a Number of them 
sent here from Fish Kill, and of little use to us at present. You 
will therefore please to Store them, ‘tis probable shall find you a 
few more shortly. M*. Pettit tells me he has wrote to M*. Furman 
respecting the Gentleman you mentioned to me. 


I have sent to your Care a Box mark’d with my Name, which 
you’l please to forward to the Care of Col®. Hooper at Easton, 
with the enclosed Letter, per first Waggons returning that way; 
and desire that the marked side be kept upwards — expect to be 
at Morris in a few Days, when will acquaint you of whats stirring, 
in the mean time remain 

Your very Hb'e. Serv‘. 


J. W. D.Q.M.G. 
Cole. Abeel DQMG!. 


Camp White Plains Septemb'. 6, 1778 
Sir, 
I have no Bowls on hand, or otherwise would have sent you a 


few. Should you want Ink Powder and Wafers, can furnish you 
with a small Quantity. 


I have enclosed two Letters on publick Business for Stores 
much wanted, which you’l please to forward Per first Opportunity 
to the respective places, and you’l much oblige 


Your Hbie. Servt. 
J. W. D.Q.M.G" 
Major Shutliff ADQMG 
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Camp White Plains Sept". 6, 1778 


D°. Sir, 

We are much in want of the following Articles, part of which 
I wrote you for a few Days ago, and if to be had, beg you will 
forward. to this without Delay. — 

3 or 4 Barrels of 8 and 104 ae Op quite out and greatly 

1 or 2 Casks of Coopers De, J) wanted 

1 Barrell Waggon Clouts 

Any Quantity of Horse Shoe Nails or 

10 or 15 Bundles Nail Rods 

6 or 700 Ibs Chalk, with Chalk Lines 

5 or 600 Camp Kettles 

Any number of Tents you may be able to send to replace 

Tents unfit for Service 
15 or 20 Ibs. Glue 
20 or 30 Setts Waggon Boxes 
You may also send on 15 or 20 Boxes of Horse 

Shoes to Renew our Stores — 

Shall be glad you would inform me respecting the above 
Stores, and if they can be sent immediately; — Any Stores that 
you may send, be kind enough to distinguish to me whose Mer- 
chandize. Should be glad to know if the Saddles sent last, ayn’t 
from Otis and Andrews of Boston. A list of the Stores you may 
have on Hand would be of Service to me, and by sending me the 
same by a suitable Opportunity, you will much oblige 


Your Hble. Servant 
Tea WIM AS 
NB. 


Needles are much wanted — 
did not come as P*. Invoice 
sent last — 


James C. Abeel Esq'. 
D.Q.MGl. 
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Camp White Plains Septt. 7%. 1778 
D Sir, 


I handed you a List of Sundries much wanted, when here a 
few Days ago; and should be glad to have an Answer if they can 
be sent, Vizt. 8 and 104 Nails, Cask or Coopers De. Waggon Clouts, 
Waggon Boxes, Rod Iron Chalk &c. These are exceedingly wanted. 
You'l send as per inclosed List the Articles mentioned without 
delay. Should be glad you would send me a Fish Kill Paper, an 
youl much oblige — 3 : 

Your Very Hb'e. Servant 
J.W. D.Q.MG1 
Col*. Udney Hay § 
List of Sundries gave Col*. Hay. 
2 or 3 Barrells 8 or 104 Nails 
1 or 2 Casks of Coopers De. 
1 Barrell Waggon Clouts 


15 or 20 Bundles Nail Rods or a Quantity of Horse 
Shoe Nails 


5 or 600 Wt. Chalk 
12 or 15 Setts Waggon Boxes — 


Camp White Plains Septr. 9t%. 1778 
Sir, 


You'l please to send the Stores under the Care of the Bearer, 
any matters you may take for the use of your Department, you 
will be kind enough to have exactly Weighed, or Counted, and 
let me know at the same time what you have taken, that I may 
charge the same. 


__ Have sent you three papers Ink Powder, and two Boxes Wafers, 
if more should be wanted will supply you—In the mean time 
remain 


Your very Hb’. Servant 


J W DQMG1 
Major Shutliff A.D.Q.M.G. 





*A resolution of the Continental Congress of May 29, 1778, deprived Hay of 
his rank of lieutenant colonel by brevet since he had been “appointed 
assistant deputy quarter master general at Ticonderoga,” nor was he entitled 
to any privilege or emolument, “which either does at present or may here- 
after accrue to any officer of the same rank in the line.” (Journals of the 
Continental Congress, Vol. XI, p- 554) 
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Camp White Plains Septt. 13. 1778 
Sir, 

You’l proceed from this place to Fish Kill, and there see that 
all the Stores of the QMGen's. Department, are properly taken 
Account of by Colonel Hay, or his Assistants, agreeable to Invoice, 
when they. are all delivered, and carefully Stored, you’l take a 
Receipt for the same. You'll still continue at Fish Kill untill 
you hear from me, which will be in a few Days; You'l be particu- 
lar in charging that no Baggage, or Stores of the Army, exclusive 
of the Q.M.Gen". interfere with Ours — 


I am Sir, &c. 


Jus We. oD M- Gt 
John Shute Esq’. DQ.MG. 


Camp North Castle® Sept®. 17%. 1773 
Dear Sir, 


I received yours a few Days ago, mentioning the Stores in Pos- 
session, and have [page torn] that you’l send on to Fish Kill, to 
the Care of Col®. Hay, [ ... ] forty Boxes Horse Shoes, from one 
to two Hundred Horse Collars [ . . . ] of a large Size; of other 
Harness a small Proportion; as many Breast Chains, Lock Chains, 
‘Tongue Chains and driving Lines as you can, [ . .. ] Strings in 
particular are much wanted, and are entirely without. 


We have left White Plains — The Army marches in three 
Divisions; The Right Wing, under Major Gen!. Putnam, towards 
Fish Kill, the Left, under Major Gen'. Gates towards Danbury,?° 
the Centre, or 24. Line, for Fredericksburgh; where and at which 
places I suppose the Army will make a Halt for some little Time, 
have nothing particular to add, but Remain, 


Your Very Humble Servant 


J. W. D.Q.M.GL 
James Abeel Esq’. . 
D.Q.M.G. 


* This is the only letter from this Camp. Two years later the British spy, 
Major John Andre, after his capture, was brought to North Castle. 


* Danbury, located today on U.S. Route 6, was then on the western frontier 
of Connecticut. Military stores of a considerable amount had been deposited 
there. “Although this place was not more than twenty miles from the Sound, 
yet the intervening country was so rough, the troops from the eastward were 
so frequently passing through the town; and the zeal of the neighboring 
militia was so much relied on; that the magazines collected at it, were 
believed to be secure against any sudden attack.” (Marshall, op. cit., II, 81) 
A British force under Governor Tryon of New York, had attacked Danbury 
the latter part of April in the year prior to Weiss’s letter and burned the 


/ 


stores despite the apparent security. 
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Camp Quaker Hill!! October 20%, 1778 
Dear Sir, 


I have enclosed you a list for Sundries immediately wanted, 
which if among your own Stores, youl please to forward on for 
this place; those that were sent up by Major Shutliff from Tarry 
Town, and now under the care of Mt. Fisher, you'l please to have 
kept separate, and only forward them as | may want to draw. 
There will be some method taken very soon, respecting the Stores 
that come on from Philadelphia, Morris &c. for me: shall en- 
deavour to be down with you shortly, to settle some plan for their 
Centring at Fish Kill, from different parts of the Country. There 
was a Brigade of Stores that came out from Philadelphia sunday 
last two Weeks, Conductor’s Name unknown, you'l please to order 
him on with the whole as soon as he answers. You'll please to 
send with the enclosed List of Stores, two or three [?] Hundred 
Shovels and Spades, and about One Hundred Picks, having distri- 
buted the whole of my Intrenching Tools, and in all probability 
will be called upon for more in a Day or two — nothing further 
but remain, 

Your Very Hb". Servant 


J. W. D.QM.G1. 
Col’. Hay. DQ.M.G1. 
NB. The Horse Shoes and[... ] that were sent p". Mt. Olmstead 
were as follows — 755 Setts and 3 single Shoes 

1 Box Contain‘. 20 Nails Wt. 113% 
Tare 171% 





951% lbs Nt. Wt. 
1 Box Horse Nails Cont*. 136 
Tare 20 
116 Nt. Wt. 
List of Stores to be forwarded to the Army lying at Quaker Hill 12 
Vizt. 
10 or 12 Bundles Nail Rods Of my Stores from Mr’. Fisher 





12 or 15 Ibs. Glue Il Rheams large post Paper 
15 or 20 Sizeable Chest Locks 31 D®. middle Sized D>». 
15 or 20 pt. Chest Hinges 5 large coarse D°. 
3 or 4 Hundred Brads 3 Common De, 


2 or 3 Thousand Clout Nails 
50 or 60 pounds Chalk 3 
1 Tun Barr Iron To send out of the above Box 


one Rheam large, intended for gen’. Returns, & let it be of the 
best and largest — 


J.W. 
“There are fourteen letters from this camp in Rhode Island. 


“Located north of Newport, Rhode Island. The battle of Quaker Hill was 
fought on August 29, 1778, about seven weeks prior to the date of this letter, 
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Copy of a Letter omitted entering in October last — 38 


Camp Quaker Hill October 20t®. 1778 
D*. Sir, 

I have sent you per the Bearer agreeable to Colonel Pettits 
directions Boxes of Cloathing as per Invoice here enclosed for 
which please to send a Receipt, when found to correspond. I have 
sent you an equal distribution of what Cloathing has come to 
Hand including that you have already received from Philadel- 
phia.1# There is one Hogshead One large Box or Case One small 
Ditto and two Chests one of which is painted green said to contain 
Cloathing for the Virginians on proper application you will deliver 
the same. 


If Mt. Meng my Assistant with Major Claiborne D.Q.M.G1! 
near West Point, should apply, you will please to deliver him his 
Chest and a small square Box marked for him, and also herewith 
sent to your Care. I have desired one M*. Poindexter to leave 
a Letter at your Quarters directed for Mr. Trail at Easton, when 
an early Opportunity offers, please to forward it, and you’l much 
oblige 

Your very Humble Servant 


.W. DQMG! 
Col’, Hay D.Q.M.G!. J 


1 Box Contain’. 63 Coats 


118 Waist coats \p eter Sturt 


1 Box Containing 116 pt. Shoes 
123 Shirts 
136 Hats Martin Miller 
33 pt. Leath™. Breeches 
27 Blankets 


1 Box Containing 81 Blankets - - - Peter Sturt 
1 Box Containing 546 pt. Stockings - Martin Miller 


13 This letter was entered sometime before December 2, 1778. We have placed 
it in its proper order. 

% An example of the value of imports from France is found in the Journals of 
the Continental Congress (Vol. XI, page 584): 


“Resolved, That Governor Henry [of Virginia] be requested to purchase, 
for the United States, the articles contained in the list hereto annexed, 
being part of the cargo of the French ship le Fier Roderique, as cheap 
as he can, not exceeding the price following, to wit. £450 Virginia money 
for every one hundred pounds sterling, to be paid in tobacco, at ten 
dollars per hundred, and that a letter be written to his excellency, ex- 
plaining the principles of such limitation: 


List of Articles. 
Leaden bullets of different size; men’s silk and woollen stockings; woollen 
caps; the different kinds of buckles; uniform buttons for officers and 


36 


eee it wal aadoO- 
an rome men ety 









r fae ins 
nae ayes 3 


be 


ee bie 





LOMO serxodtelo anja haw innit ven grokh “MW 
-aisl endl wovilob 09 sawalq Etw voy . ‘elngs biworle iniot w9W tha 
dstweror Baty 


oale brig | saidl 10 boadtam (isore & bak s9d9 
eves! ct torxebniod ..M sno bettiah evad [nis woy 63 Ime 
nodw ,osesd 39 timiT aM xl benottbh asneup pe fo 
Aaum Mioy bas i biswiok os seesiq aillo ysinunogyO Yims 


yagve? oidousHt yisv wo0¥ 
OMOd WT 


~~! 


P JO.M.O.0 ysH fod 
| 21809 €8) AnignnoDd x08 i 

russ #194 atsod ais Bil 
mode, Re ay guiniainod xof I 


hi arti 
iM gins | ge ae 
| eotinoe7H heat *q 88 
pod b> 2 


rune tai0% - - - sodaall [8 gaiaiasmoD xod | 
1 miniehl - egaisbaore ais ~~ gainisinoD x08 I 


ee enamel 


Falie S peace ammaiamy TT C 
hana: boatload <n by gre yng 


cig Wo wait sonora 












2 OE Se ore gene rer 


Se beech a tee See co 


SS AI IEE NE I RO YPN FMM NA 


Pep TRE PIER geet Ee 


SOREN SR IIE) ERTS Sant 





TEP eR a YEO SR ETET TOTEM WED eter 6 


Camp Quaker Hill October 27t*, 1778 

Sir, 
I would request your sending to Morris Town for a Quantity 
of Intrenching Tools, such as Shovels, Spades and Picks, unless 


you have of the same at Fish Kill; which should be glad you would 
inform me per first Opportunity. 


I shall want a Barrell of Clouts, and also Clout Nails, which 
you'l please to forward per some Waggon coming this way — 


I am &c. 
J W — D.Q.M.G.1. 
Cole. Udney Hay. 


eee 


soldiers; sleeve buttons; red cadis for the lining of uniform; coarse and 
fine shirts; woollen blankets; soldiers’ hats; cloths fine, for officers: ditto 
coarse for soldiers; and light ditto for soldiers; brass ink-stands; white 
flannel, sewing thread; linen spatterdashes for soldiers; soldiers’ cloathing 
ready made; an assortment of handkerchiefs; gun powder; wristbands for 
shirts; flints; serget of different colors, viz. scarlet, sky-blue; brown and 
white, for linings; an assortment of sewing silks; men’s shoes, soldiers’ 
Knapsacks; an assortment of brown and white linens; white Malaga in 
cases; red Burgundy in cases, 12 groce; claret in casks, 20 casks; white wine 
vinegar.” 

The above appeared in the Journal for June 10, 1778. A month later, July 

9, it was 
“Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce consult with the Board of 
War, and jointly agree with the governor of Virginia for such part of the 
Roderique’s cargo, purchased by the State of Virginia, as they shall think 
wanting for continental use.” 


The delay in purchases is thus very evident. Deliveries would be effected 
today in a matter of hours, but again on July 13, 1778, Congress by resolu- 
tion ordered “That the President [Henry Laurens] write by express to 
Governor Henry, and request him to spare, for the use of the army of the 
United States, all the vinegar composing part of the cargo of the ship 
Roderique, purchased by the State of Virginia.” 
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Camp Quaker Hill October 29th. 1778 
Dr. Sir, 


It will be very [necessary] to have the Prices of the Cloathing 
as quick as possible, and also [to] have on the full proportion 
meant to be sent for the use of the artificers and Teamsters, a 
part of whom, tho not entitled [by] way of Bounty, will be obliged 
to be furnished and charged*herewith, or otherwise will quit the 
Service for want of Covering, which point you will take into 
immediate Consideration, as the Weather will soon be severe.15 


The Harness, Breast, and Tongue Chains of Mt. Wades, are 
most shocking Trash, no ways suitable for Continental Service, as 
we ought to have the best and stoutest of everything; and question 
much if they will not be thrown on his Hands, when Colonel 
Thompson comes to see them. Would have you to inform him 
with Respect to this last assortment sent out. The Blind Bridles 
are not only base work, but come half finished, some wanting Reins, 
and others Forehead pieces and Throat Latches, The Breast and 
Tongue Chains, and Chains in general, are so badly made, that 
it would be running great Risks for Waggoners to steer their 
Horses in this Mountainous Country without Danger of Killing 
them, and losing their own lives. The Collars are much too small, 
and not worth sending without better made, and as Col°. Pettit 
goes from this place shortly, will leave matters respecting Stores 
till his Departure, and remain with Respect. 


Your Very Hb. Servant 


J. W.- DQMGI. 
John Mitchell Esq’. 
D.QMG1. 


Fish Kill November 24. 1778 
Sir, 

I have put [ .. . ]!® Stores as may be wanted, and are to go 
from this place in the Morning [ . . . ] Colonel T hompson WMGenl. 
have a Copy of the Cloathing sent [... ] I would have you give 
me a sketch out of the Receipt [ .. . ] of what Tents were Issued 
from the parcel that came by White |... ] there seems to be a 
Mistake with Respect to the Number [.. . ] sent by Colonel 
Mitchell. ) 


* Twenty days earlier, October 9, 1778. a committee of Congress had recom- 
mended that James Mease, clothier-general, make no more purchases; that 
clothing in stock or on order be apportioned among the several states 
according to their quotas of troops; that each state issue to their own troops. 


Center of page deteriorated. The letter book was unfortunately used by 
some former owner as a botanical press for ferns and leaves. 
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You’l forward a Line to me at Middle Brook for which place 
I shall sett off to morrow by way of Ming. Should you hear of 
Burchan’s Arrival at Danbury would have you desire him to con- 
tinue and write Mr’. Starr to furnish him with such Stores as he 
may find requisite for the Troops. 

I am Sir, 
iY | &e. 

| J W-D.Q.M.G1. 

Mr. Cornelius Ten Brook 


| Camp Quaker Hill Nov. 34. 1778 
Sir, 

Gen!. Greene informs me that he thought there was a Number 
of Tents at Fish Kill, and as they will be still wanted untill we 
go into Winter Quarters, would request your sending them on to 
me, P. Return of Waggons under the Care of M*. Gilmore bearer 
hereof; or any other Waggons returning before him for this place. 
J am also in want of Collars and Waggon Clouts, for which I 
wrote before, and would also have sent on. All Stores that may 
come to your Hands for me, would have Retained at Fish Kill, 
and Information given me of the same, as in all probability we 
shall leave these parts very shortly. 

I am Sir, 
Yours &c 


J. W. —D.Q.M.G!. 
Cole. Udney Hay 


& Camp Quaker Hill November 4t". 1778 
Ir. : 

I received your [request by Dyer], and have sent you one Team 
Consisting of the Stores and Invoice enclosed —am astonished 
you never mentioned what Stores you had on Hand, or what might 
be wanting; The Cloathing is meant for your Use, and if not 
wanted you will be careful to keep them clean: [am] of Opinion 


~you'l return very shortly;— I have only to desire your being care- 


full of what you have under your Direction, to see that nothing 
goes lost; I expect you'll not be trusting your Keys to Dyer, or 
any other Person, but see and Deliver your Stores yoursclf; J 
would have you to inform me what Q.M. Generals Stores are to 
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be had on your Rout, and who the Gentlemen are that Act; 
anything that may be wanted, and can be had for the use of the 
Troops, agreeable to our Customary Issues, you’l see to get of 
such Gentleman bd as Act under the Q.M. Gen's. Department. — 
I should be glad if its convenient that you would request the 
Brigade QMasters to give yqu a Return of their Camp Equipage 
they have on Hand, you'll not neglect being very particular re- 
specting Stores, and make it your Business to send on aforehand, 
for such things as you may find will be requisite for the Troops. 
I have sent you a Cannister of Tea, which have charged to you. 
I have also sent you Sixty Dollars for which you are to Account 
with me. Should be glad you would send me an Account of what 
you have Received of me in the Cash way likewise. 


I am Sir, &c. 
J. W. D.Q.M.G. 


Mr, Rich’, Burchan 


Camp Quaker Hill Nov'. 12% 1778 
Dr. Sir, 

Yours of the 7, & 9%. Inst. came to Hand, with the Coats and 
Gen!'. Greens Orderly [?] Books. Shall send you some Horse- 
Shoes, Heam Strings and Sauce Pans in a Day or two — 

Inclosed you have a Copy of the last allowance of Paper, 
settled by the Q.M. General, which you’l please to Issue accord- 
ingly. Should have been glad if able, that you would have sent 
me an Account of what Stores on Hand, and what you think might 
be requisite for the Department. 


I am Sir 
With Respect &c. 


J. W. D.Q.M.G! 


Mr‘. Christopher Meng 
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Camp Quaker Hill Novembr. 12t®. 1778 
hae 
You will please to have forty cross cut Saws sent to Col?. 
James Abeel D.Q.M.G. at Morris Town, which is at the request 
of General Green; and you’l also send Twelve to Mr. Starr 
ADQMGen!. at Danbury, you’T have them forwarded to each place 
as soon as possible:— Inclosed you have a Copy of the Stores for 
Mr. Starr by order of the QM". General, and if you have any Froes 
you'l please to have two Hundred sent him. Should be glad to 
know by first Opportunity, if the Saws and Froes* can be sent. I 
shall load sundry Stores and send them to Fish Kill in a Day or 
two. 
I am with Respect 
Yours &c. 


J.W. — D.Q.M.G!. 
Cole. Hay DQMG1 


Camp Quaker Hill Nov". 12‘, 1778 
Sir, 

At the request of Major Gen!. Greene QMGen!. have sent you 
the Stores as Per Invoice enclosed, which you'll please to examine 
in the presence of the bearer M'. Evans Waggon Master —I make 
no doubt you will find all to correspond, save those which are 
particularly mentioned; [ . . . ] contain Horse Shoes &c. and were 
not examined or opened by me, and which you'll please to have 
carefully done — 


I have wrote to Col®. Hay to forward you twelve cross cut 
Saws and two Hundred Froes, agreeable to the Generals Request, 
when they arrive you will please to acquaint me. I should like 
to know what kind of QMasters Stores are in your Possession, 
and likewise what you think will be requisite for that Post. 


I am &c. 
JW D.QMGl. 


Ezra Starr Esq’. 
ADQMG1 





* See illustration opposite page 17. 
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Camp Quaker Hill Nov. 15 1778 
Sir, 

Agreeable to Gen!. Greenes request, have sent you sundry 
Stores as per Invoice inclosed: the Box of Linnen in John Bowes 
Waggon Containing Thirty One Pieces, you will please to have 
immediately opened and éxamined if not Wet, having had such 
heavy Rain; the Tents youl also have dried, and carefully Stored: 
The Geers Tongue and Breast Chains said to be Condemned were 
sent me by Col®. Wade from the Southward, you’l please to have 
them examined and Stored untill further Directions from the 
General. There is sundry old Geers in the within mentioned 
Invoice, that with a little Work may be made to Answer — 

I wrote you respecting Forty cross Cut Saws being sent to 
Morris Town, and twelve to Danbury at the Gen! request, hope 
they will be sent forward without Delay — You'll also send a suit- 
able Number [of Sand] Stones to each place, which the General 
has since desired me to mention. 

The Covered Waggon with the enclosed Letter you’ll please 
to have forwarded to Mt. Christopher Meng at Robinsons Farm, 
with the two Boxes in Martin [ . - . ] Waggon said to contain 
Horse Shoes and Nails; Any Quarter Masters Stores that you may 
hear are coming out for me, would have you please to order to 
Morris Town. 

I am, Sir 
Your Very Hb’. Servant 


JW — DQMGen. 
Cole. Udney Hay 
D.Q.M.G1. 


Camp Quaker Hill Novr. 15 1778 
Sir, 

I have sent you Sundries as per Invoice Inclosed and also two 
Boxes Horse Shoes containing 200 Pair, and also Twenty Pounds 
Nails, which will be forwarded you by Cole. Hay, to whom I have 
sent Sundries not wanted for the present. We march from hence 
in a Day or two for Middle Brook, where we are to fix for Winter 
Quarters. 

You have a Copy of the allowance of Paper now sent you, 
which was forgot to be inclosed you in the last hurry of Business 
which has caused my Neglect in not sending you it before. I am 
extremely rejoiced to find we are to leave this part of the Country, 
and expect you will be with me very shortly, in the mean while 
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would have you to rest Contented, and let nothing be wanting, 
on your part, with respect to the Stores. 


I make not the least doubt but shall call and see you in a 
Day or two. I shall sett off immediately after the Stores are put 
up, for Middle Brook by way of Fish Kill —and remain 


%, Sir, 
Your very Humble Servant 


J W. D.Q.M.G!. 
M:. Christopher Meng 


Camp Quaker Hill Nov". 17% 1778 
Sir, 

I have sent you two Boxes of Cloathing with a few Knapsacks— 
to fill one of the Boxes, as per Invoice Inclosed, intended for the 
Enlisted Waggoners, and which you’l please to Issue when called 
upon by the DWMG". under Col®*. Thompson WMGLl, at whose 
request have sent them to you for the use of the Waggoners East- 
ward of this; The method of Issuing the Cloathing will be to 
let the said DWMGen!*. draw such Proportions agreeable to their 
Returns and orders assigned them on you by Col*. ‘Thompson 
W2.MG1., who will order in that respect as may be requisite; 
You'll take Receipts for the Cloathing as described you, in case 
there should be a charge made of them or any part thereof, The 
cost of which being as yet unknown: 


I sent you Sundry Stores a few Days past, when found to 
correspond request your Information — I have enclosed a Memo- 
randum respecting the distribution of Paper agreed upon by the 
Q.M.Gen!., and upon which I have Issued to the Troops. The 
method Stores have been drawn from me while the Army was 
together, was in the following manner: All Camp Equipage de- 
livered to the Brigade QM". upon shewing their appointment from 
the QMGL. to act as such; Camp Equipage delivered only to Regi- 
mental Q.Mrs, by the Orders of the BQMasters or Commanding 
Officers of Brigades or Regiments, and other higher Officers in- 
cluded; All kinds of Camp Equipage delivered to the Waggon 
Masters upon Orders of WMGen!. or his Deputys &c. and with 
respect to other Departments, that Stores of all kinds may be 
charged to the Heads of each. 

Any further Information that you may find requisite, will 
make known to you on application, not knowing your Instructions 
induced me to add as much as I have — and remain 

Yours &c 
: | JW. DQMG!. 
Ezra Starr Esqr. ADQMG1 
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- Camp Quaker Hill Novr. 19t 1778 
Sir, | ? 
I have sent Sundries as per Invoice enclosed; at the request 
of Col’. Baldwin, you'll please to furnish the Artificers with what 
Nails as are wanted for the Barracks at West Point. The Shoes are 
for the use of your Teamsters &c. employed in the Service, which 
you'll dispose of as you think proper. The crosscut Saws, I wrote 
to you to forward to Morris Town, if not sent you'll please to 
detain, as Col*. Abeel it seems has a Number on Hand. 

Not knowing what kind of an assortment of Stores may be at 
Morris Town, would have you to forward for Middle Brook, to 
my Care or to Mr. John Shate whom I have sent forward to procure 
Stores, suitable for the Goods that may be sent on 

1 Box mark*. J. Dunlap N°. 1 
1 Box ....J.W. contain’. 1214 Rheams paper N°. 1 


i) ott) nae are -- Files and Rasps 

1 Box N°. 16 Rheams paper — N°. | 
l.De; 4 1214 Rheams De. — D», 
1] D°. 14 7 Rheams ~ De, — 

1 De. O.B. Ne. 5 292 Orderly Books 


There are sundry other Stores that will be wanted at Middle Brook, 
shall mention them myself, intending to leave this place in the 
Morning for Fish Kill. 
I am Sir, 
With Respect 
Your very Hb!*. Servant 
JW — D.Q.MG!. 
Cole. Udney Hay 
D.Q.M.G1. 


Fish Kill November 21st 1778 
Sir, 

The Teams that may be forwarded you by Colonel Taylor 
D.Q.M.Gen!., you will please to take into charge. Gen!. Green 
requests you will have the Horses put out to Recruit, or to be 
Winter'd; The Geers to be Stored, and the Waggons to be put 
under Shelter, if possible; those of the enlisted Waggoners, you 
will please to Order to Middle Brook, where we shall hold Winter 
Quarters. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours &c. 


JW. DQMG!. 
Col’. Hooper D.Q.MG 
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- Fish Kill Landing Nov. 21*t 1778 


Dear Sir, 


I omitted mentioning to you yesterday, that Cloathing was 
sent to Mr". Ezra Starr ADQMGI!. at Danbury, for the Waggoners 
agreeable to your request:— Mr. Tenbrook can give you a Copy 
af te Contents; I wrote M'..Starr that they were only intended 
for your Department, and that you would give him Instructions 
how to Issue them:— You will therefore write him without Fail, 
as soon as possible, lest they might be drawn by your Deputy or 
Deputies, contrary to your Rules or Method of having them Issued. 


I am, Sir 
Yours &c. 


J.W.. DQMG1. 
M:. J*. (Thompson 
WMGen!. 


Fish Kill Landing Nov. 224. 1778 
Sir, 

There are sundry Q.M.Genls. Stores here that I shall want 
to have forwarded to Middle Brook in the Jerseys per the Teams 
under the care of the Bearer M*. Thomas White Waggon Master, 
who has been in my Employ hauling Stores from Fredericksburgh 
to this place. Mt. White will therefore want Rations and Forage 
to enable him to succeed, you'll in that respect please to empower 
him to draw on the Commissarys and Forage Masters on his Rout 
to Middle Brook. Mr. Fisher has transported the Stores over to 
you, which you’ll please to have carefully Loaded and directed 
for me at Middle Brook — it is Gen’. Green’s desire that the spare 
Waggons go to Easton to Col®. Hooper, D.Q.MG!. Such Teams 
therefore as Mt. White may not have Occasion for on his Rout 
for Middle Brook, you'll please receipt to him for, and order under 
the Care of Mt. Brooks W. Master now with him — The spare 
leams of his, and all of Brooks’, may proceed to Easton — and 
you'l be kind enough to direct them to Colonel Hooper as per 
enclosed Letter, taking Brooks’ Receipt for the Teams in his own 
Care, and those of M'. Whites, to be Delivered Colonel Hooper. 


1 am oir, 
Yours &c. 


.W. DQMG!. 
Colonel Taylor J 
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-- Fish Kill November 224. 1778 
Sir, 

While I was at the Landing, the Waggoner arrived here with 
the Shoes &c. which corresponded with the Invoice, and it seems 
he has returned to join the Teams with you; — I have forwarded 
the Stores from here, such as Paper &c. that may be wanted when 
we arrive at Middle Brook, for which place I shall proceed imme- 
diately by way of Kings Ferry, and expect to lodge with M'. Meng 
to Night. 

I want you to inform Col*. Thompson that the Cloathing was 
forwarded to the care of Mr’. Starr, a copy of which you can give 
him, and let him know he must write Starr, himself with respect 
to their being Issued, and to whom; that he will also instruct his 
Deputies of their being there, and the method of their being 
drawn, or for to be Issued. Should Burchan write respecting his 
situation you will call on the General for Instructions, and should 
the General think proper to order MF Starr to supply the Troops, 
you may if he thinks proper instruct him of our method of Issuing 
Stores, both in a general way, and upon special Orders being 
in haste conclude 


Yours with Respect, and remain 
Your Humble Servant 


J.W. DQMG. 
M*. Cornelius TenBroeck 


NB: 

You will overlook the Receipt Book carefully, and inform me 
by a few Lines what number of Tents were taken out of the 
Teams of White's Brigade, for it seems there is a deficiency, you 
will therefore make it your first Business to know that, and leave 
a few Lines at General Greens, to be forwarded me at Middle 
Brook per one of the first Opportunity’s. 

J.W. 


Robinsons Farm 17 Noy'. 224. 1778 
Dr*. Sir, 

The Stores at Kings Ferry had better be sent for, and have 
to request you will please to see it done. The Froes I would 
advise having forwarded to Mr®. Starr at Danbury, with sundry 
other Stores I mentioned to Mr. Fisher at the Landing. I have 


It was from here almost two years later that Benedict Arnold fled after the 
British spy, Major John Andre, had been captured. Mrs. Arnold had pre- 
pared breakfast that morning for General Washington, Colonel Hamilton, 
Lafayette, and General Knox. 
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enclosed you an Account of the distribution of paper, agreeable 
to which the Brigade QMasters draw, and are to receipt for, de- 
livering Return for the same, which I generally endorse with the 
Receipts; Bound Orderly Books are also Issued to Brigade QMasters 
upon Returns in the same manner, and when they know them 
to be absolutely wanted:— The Tents not being found to corres- 
pond, would request all the new Ones in particular to be carefully 
counted over, and those Tents that were Issued since their arrival 
to either the Brigade or Regimental QMasters, to be immediately 
taken Notice of whether new or Old, which can be readily done 
while the Troops lye in your district, and may save some confusion 
in the Accounts hereafter. 


Any Stores that may be broached of those I sent to you, and 
now under the care of Mr’. Fisher have to request may be opened, 
and an Account particular taken of the Contents before they go 
out of his Hands. Those matters that were opened, and which I 
mentioned to Major Hale beg may also be ascertained, and men- 
tioned to me by some Opportunity. The great hurry in our move- 
ment while we lay at the White Plains, prevented my having a 
regular Account taken of every little matter — I desired Mr’. Fisher 
to furnish me as soon as possible, with an Account of all the Stores 
sent down to the Care of Major Shutliff while at Tarry Town, 
and directed to the QMGenerals Store under my Care — You will 
please to order it done, and likewise have them distinguished to 
me from whom they might have been sent to you. And also 
request Colonel Taylor’s doing the same. Should be glad to hear 
from you with respect to said Stores by the Time I arrive at 
Middle Brook. 

I am, Sir, With Respect 
Yours &°. 


J.W. — D.Q.M.G". 
Cole. Udney Hay . 
D.Q.M.G. 


Middle Brook18 November 28 1778 
Dr. Sir, 

I arrived here two days ago and Quarter at one Cornelius 
Tunisons. The Stores last sent out arrived at Morris Town and 
were taken in by Col®. Abeel who will receipt to you. I should 
be glad what Cloathing may still be intended for the Artificers 
and ‘Teamsters may be sent on as quick as possible to this place 
that they may be distributed to their respective districts as Cold 
Weather comes on fast. When the General arrives I expect there 


-___—.. 


“ This is the first of seventy-eight letters written by Weiss while the Continental 
army was in winter quarters at Middle Brook. 
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will be some plan laid respecting the Stores being lodged at par- 
ticular Posts. Col®. Abeel I understand has his appointment as 
Manager of all Camp Equipage for the Army twill therefore be 
necessary for the Stores hereafter to be charged to him and for- 
warded to Morris. So that a supply may at any time be had from 
thence when required. I am much for having the matter settled 
and that the Stores come out upon a proper footing. ‘The move- 
ment of the Army has prevented my sending you Receipts for the 
Stores lately forwarded by Brooks and others, but will do it in a 
few Days. 
I am with respect 


Your very Hb'*. Servant 


J.W. D.Q.M.G!. 
John Mitchell Esq’. 
D.Q.M.G!. 


Camp Middle Brook November 30. 1778 
Sir, 

I wrote you the 224. Instant.— The Stores at Kings Ferry that 
were directed by Colonel Abeel for me, I desired M*. Kearse your 
Assistant to forward, and were as follows. One Box Horse Shoes 
N°. 25 Con!. 85 Setts — Thirty six Bundles Nail Rod, Fifteen Setts 
and half of Waggon Boxes and five Barrells Tar, which shall 
charge to you. The Box of Horse Shoes Mr. Kearse kept for the 
use of his Department, and the remainder were to be sent on by 
him. I sent you a Copy of what Stores I furnished Mr. Starr at 
Danbury, and which were at the Generals request. I would advise 
your forwarding Intrenching Tools sufficient for Three Thousand 
Men, to Danbury; I wrote Colonel Abeel to forward the Froes 
to you, and an Assortment of Spades Shovels and Picks least you 
might have none to spare, which you’ll please to see and have 
forwarded in case they should be wanted. I have received a fresh 
supply of Cloathing such as Coats, Vests, and Breeches, you’l there- 
fore send me a Return without delay, of what you may still want, 
and they shall be forwarded you immediately. I shall want to 
have an Account respecting the Tents sent you per White Waggon 
Master, to Receipt to Colonel Mitchell for the Number sent. 


I am, With Respect 
Your Very Hb’. Servant 


J.W. D.Q.M.G1. 
Col*. Hay D.Q.M.G!. 
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Camp Middle Brook Novt. 30%. 1778 
Sir, 

As the Bearer will Return this way, am desirous of knowing 
how I may be supplied with 10, 12 and 304 Nails, in case there 
should be a greater call, than for what I may now have on hand, 
which are. eleven Casks, twe Barrells and three Boxes. If you 
are of opinion ’tis better, will write immediately to Philadelphia, 
and have a supply forwarded, but if you will rather undertake 
the matter yourself, it will answer me as well. You'll please to 
have the remainder of the cross cut Saws forwarded, with the re- 
mainder of Intrenching Tools. 


I am, Sir, With Respect 
spect Yours ke. 


| J.W. — D.Q.M.G.1. 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.G.1. 


Camp Middle Brook Dect. 24. 1778 

Sir, 
I received the paper and Sash Lights safe. General Greenfe] 
arrived on Sunday Evening which, I suppose you have heard, and 
desires that Twenty, or Twenty five Cross Cut Saws be sent on 


immediately in addition to those already come to Hand. You'll 
not omit writing me about the Nails. 


_ The Cloathing that came in, and now with you, be kind 
enough to distinguish unto me, of what kind and Colours par- 
ticularly as I have the distributing them to the different Depart- 
ments and shall have to charge them accordingly when the prices 
are made known to me. I am of opinion shall want a Stove with 
Pipes should you have any on hand — would request your saving 
one untill I see how I am to fix. Please to forward the enclosed 
and you’l oblige 

Your yery Hb’. Serv‘. 


J.W. — DQ.M.G". 
Col’, Abeel D.Q.M.G!. 
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Camp Middle Brook December 2%. 1778 
Sir, 
I should be glad you would inform me of the arrival of the 


Cloathing, and also on whom your reliance will be respecting 
Stores. I would advise your making application to Col*. Hay for 


‘such Stores you mayn’t readily get from the Eastward; I have de- 


sired him to forward you the Froes, and Intrenching Tools suitable 
for Three Thousand Men; when they arrive, you will also inform 
me, that I may acquaint the Q.M.General how you are situated — 


Mr. Richard Burchan my Assistant is with Gen!. Gates Division, 
and has sundry Stores with him, he can remain with you if the 
‘Troops lye at Danbury, and will be able to assist you, untill I 
have the Generals Mind respecting his further Continuance. Of 
which shall write you again in a Day or two. In the mean time, 
I remain with Respects. 

Your very Humble Servant 


J:W: — D.Q.M.G!. 


Ezra Starr Esq’. 
ADQMG1. 


Camp Middle Brook, Dect. 34. 1778 
Sir, 
_ The Bearer Mt. Thomas White Waggon Master returns with 
eight ‘Teams, four Horses out of which were left by the way, an 
Account of which shall deliver Col*. Thompson as soon as he 
arrives to this place. You will endeavour to make a Deduction on 
Cole. Arthur Irwin’s Account of Waggon Hire, for one new 
Leather Collar, one new Blind Bridle, and one new Belly Band, 
which were delivered his Waggoner, for the use of his Team. It 
would not be amiss to forward on a few Casks of 10, 12 & 204 Nails, 
in addition to them sent me by Evans Brigade. 


I’m with Respect &c. 
J. W.— D.Q.M. Gen!. 


John Mitchell Esq’. 
D. Q. M. Genl. | 
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Camp Middle Brook Dec". 4". 1778 
Sir, | 
The Bearer Mt. David Evans WMaster, will deliver you sundry 
Horses, agreeable to Receipts herewith enclosed; they are quite 
worn down,!® and want Recruiting. You will please to take the 
Necessary Steps in that Respect, and acquaint me of their coming 
to Hand; There will also be sundry Teams delivered you by One 
Brooks Waggon Master, that left Fish Kill about two weeks ago. 


I have nothing strange to add, save that we are making Prepar- 
ations for Winter Quarters. My Respects to M's. Hooper and ° 
remain 

Your very Hb’. Servant 


JW: DQMG!. 


Camp Middle Brook Dec*. 7%. 1778 
Dear Sir, 


I wrote you a few Days ago, advising a few Casks Nails being 
forwarded in addition to those that were sent P. M*. Evans 
Waggon Master some time past. I have since requested Col?. 
Abeels Writing you in that behalf, having had an immediate 
Opportunity from hence. You'll therefore please to.forward 10 
or 12 Casks of 12 & 204. Nails — Col®. Abeel will probably mention 
10 and 12%, but the General thinks that 20 penny will be most 
wanted, so that you will rather send 12 & 204, and per as quick 
an Opportunity as possible. 


You'll oblige me much in sending me Three Quarters or a 
Hundred Pounds of good brown sugar, for my Winters Mess; 
Should you think it will be more reasonable a while hence, may 
only send half the Quantity, and for which will remit you, and 
Remain 

Yours &c 


W: D.Q.MG!. 
Col’, Mitchell D.Q.MGI. so 





” This description, applied to horses used as the mobile and transport units in 
the Continental Army, was frequently used by Weiss. Ten years after the 
close of the war it was still used: “I was so well as to ride out yesterday, 
but. I am yet very weak, and as much worn down as ever you saw a con- 
tinental horse in the Spring of 1777.” (Benjamin Rush to an unidentified 
correspondent, Philadelphia, Oct. 6, 1793, quoted in The Pennsylvania Maga- 
zine of History and Biography, LXXVII, 1, Jan. 1954.) Even the British 
had their problems with their horses: “The British found it totally unsafe 
to forage but with large covering parties, which were often attacked with 
advantage, and their horses frequently taken. Their miserable appearance 
evidenced the scarcity which prevailed in camp.” (Marshall, op. cit., II, 66). 
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Camp Middle Brook Dect. 16t*. 1778 
Sir, 

Inclosed you have an Invoice of Cloathing sent per David 
Elmer Waggon Master, with an Account Current of Cloathing 
due agreeable to your Return. The Gen!. dont mean to find 
Cloathing for the Year 1777 and which he tells me he has wrote 
you. I have sent a greater Proportion of Cloathing than what's 
due. Shoes and Shirts will be forwarded you by Col. James Abeel, 
to whom I have wrote P. Mt. Elmer. Should be glad Major Hale 
would render me an Account of those Articles that were taken 
from the Store at the Landing, such as Gimblets &c. Also respecting 
the Settlement of the Tents. 

I am with Respect, 


Yours &¢. 
J.W.—D. QMG.. 
Cole. Udney Hay 
D. QMG1. 
Camp Middle Brook Dect. 16. 1778 
Sir, 


Inclosed you have a Receipt for the Contents of the two Boxes 
sent by Philip Shoenberger Waggoner which came to Hand last 
Evening. You'll in all Probability receive a few lines from M'. How 
respecting Iron for the Pack of Artillery, which you’ll please to 
comply with. I have forwarded five Boxes and one Bale Cloathing 
pr. David Elmer Waggon Master bearer hereof. Should they want 
better securing you'll please to order it done, and likewise deliver 
him One Hundred Shirts, and Two Hundred Seventy Pair Mens 
Shoes, if in Store; which will compleat his Return for Cloathing, 
for the use of Col*. Hays Department, to whom you will please 
to send an Account of what you may send by him, likewise inform 
me that I may charge him accordingly. You’ll receive a Box of 
Scales Beams &c. sent to my Care by Col. Mitchell whom you'll 
Credit for the same. I took the freedom to exchange a pair of 
Beams in lieu of the Ones sent you herewith, rather larger and 
somewhat faulty in the turn which by Examination you'll observe. 
I shall still want the following Articles which you'll please to send 
Immediately P. the Waggoners herewith sent under the Care of 
Mr. Elmer who are come out from Philadelphia and are desirous 
of returning. 

Broad Axes 

Adzes 

Claw or Carpenters Hammers 

12 or 15 Cross cut Saws with cross cut and Hand Saw Files and 

also Saw Setts. 
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10 or 12 Saddles with the prices or distinguishing whose Mer- 

chandize 

About 2 Tun Barr Iron as wrote for including that for Mt. How 

10 or 12 Barrs Steel suitable for new Steeling Axes &c. — And 
a good Stove with pipes agreeable to Dimentions which should 
be glad in particular to know if can be sent. 


Yours &: 


JW. D.Q. MG. 
Cole. Abeel DQMG1. 


Camp Middle Brook Dect. 18th, 1778 
Sir, 

Captain Low is desirous of making a Settlement with his Men 
and wants to know the price of the Cloathing that he may deduct 
it out of their Pay. The General nor myself have as yet received 
the Prices and have Concluded that the following prices stand 


fix’d untill we know more about the matter. M*. Low intends 
making a Settlement with you. 


The Cloathing for the Artificers &c. of your Department were 
put up and sent off yesterday all in good order — with a Return 
enclosed. 


I am, Sir, 
Yours ke. 


J-W: D.Q.M.G". 
Cole. Udney Hay D.Q.M.G!. 
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Camp Middle Brook Dec’. 18. 1778 
Sir, 

Mr. Elmer Waggon Master now on his way from here for Fish 
Kill with Cloathing for Colonel Hay will call on you for 100 Shirts 
and 200 Pair Shoes which have wrote to you about per him. I have 

also mentioned sundrys wanted which you’l please to have for- 
warded on.to me as quick as possible with the Remainder of 
Cloathing Chalk Shirts and Chalk Lines. I wrote Col®. Hay the 
eighteenth of December per Captain Low. 


I am Sir, 
With Respect 
JW: DQMG! 


Cole. Abeel DQMGI. 


C. Middle Brook Dect. 224. 1778 
D*. Sir, 

The Stores per Connar and Park as per Invoice of the 8. 
Instant agreed all to three pair Blankets in Bale N°. 3, short — 
and those sent p. Parker and Mecklin came to Hand yesterday. 
One of the Casks marked 2.2.25 was found on examination to be 
mark’d 2.2.15 — the latter exact Weight as I suppose. 


I should be glad you would let me know the price of the 
Cloathing as a part was issued to some of the Artificers whose 
Times are out and want to make a Settlement with the General. 
I have been carefull to distinguish the Cloathing when issued and 
would have you price them for which purpose have sent you a 
List of the kind and Colours come to hand at different times. 
There will be sundry kinds of Apparel still wanting of which 
Col*. Cox will order to Compleat the Returns. I would advise 
your sending me P*. first Waggons coming with Stores ten or 
fifteen Rheams of good Writing Paper for the use of the General 
Officers &c. with 4 or 500 Quills some Boxes Wafers and Ib’. Seal- 
ing Wax. 

I am With Respect 
Your very Hb'*. Servt. 
JW: D.Q.M.G. 
Colonel Mitchell D.Q.M.G!. 


PS. 

The General has a Return of the Cloathing still wanted con- 
sisting of Two Hundred and fifty three P. Breeches Six P. Stock- 
ings and Forty four Hats which you will find on Examination, but 
would advise about One Hundred Coats Vests &c. in proportion 
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and exclusive of the above Ballance to be sent on especially of 
Shoes Stockings Shirts and Blankets which last Articles have hith- 
erto come but very small. 


Jw. 


| Camp Middle Brook Dect. 20%, 1778 
oe Olts 

Inclosed you have a Receipt for the Stores brot. by Silas Gilder- 
sleve Waggoner all Corresponding, save the files which on exam- 
ination you will find not right and shall want a considerable 
Number for the use of the Hand and Cross cut Saws, and of which 
have to request you will forward with the other Articles wrote for 
per Mr. Elmer W2. Master? in charge with Cloathing for Colonel 
Hay. You will please to include Chalk Lines and forward all the 
spare Cloathing you may have on Hand with the Stove in partic- 
ular of which last should be glad to know if can be sent. 


I have sent per Return of Gildersleve three Pt. Blankets N°. 4 
for your use as requested and also a Box just come to Hand from 
Cole. Mitchell. 

I am Sir, 
Yours &c. 
JW. D.Q.MG". 
[Addressee not given] 


Camp Middle Brook Dect. 234. 1778 
Sir, 

General Green left off this Day with his Lady for Philadelphia. 
The Stores sent per William Park came to hand last Night and 
all right. I have to request you will please to send in Addition to 
what Stores has come to hand about Six or Seven Hundred Axes 
as mine go fast and not above Three or Four Hundred on hand. 
Cross Cut Saws are also disposed of, and request you will forward 





*® The mention of the wagoner and the wagon master in this and other letters 
is of some interest in that three months later (March 16, 1779) the Congress 
adopted a resolution that General Washington be directed to “take proper 
measures for causing to be enlisted a number of waggoners as he shall judge 
necessary for the service, to continue therein to the end of the war...” 
The reason for this action was the “discontent, loss of discipline, and diminu- 
tion of the strength of the line, having arisen by employing the continental 
troops as waggoners .. .” (Journals of the Continental Congress, Vol. XIU, 


p. 320) 
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about fifteen or Twenty if in Store. The files for the Saws am 
greatly in want of would be glad you could furnish me with a 
greater Number to be in time before the Troops halt which go 
on fast. The General has given me leave of Absence to return 
Home during the Holidays any Orders from M?. Tenbrook or 
Meng in my Absence beg may be complied with. The Stove men- 
tioned to you before, beg may be sent if possible with Pipes made 
to lead ont at the Window, which may be Seven or Eight feet high, 
including the Measurement. If any Books have come to Hand 
from Philadelphia for me, would be glad you would forward them. 
I mean such; as once wrote to you for, for the use of the Brigade 
QMasters. The large Return Books, or those you was pleased 
to say I should have, beg may be sent on likewise. 


You will observe I have wrote you latterly at various times, 
and for Various Articles you may find are not sent, would have 
you to forward. | 


The General also desired I would write you in particular to 
send one of your Tent Makers in a few Days to attend and examine 
the Tents as they may be sent in by the Brigade QMasters, that 
those wanting repair may immediately be set to Work at, or sent 
from here for Repair. 

I am with Respect 
Your very Hb’. Serv‘. 


JW: D.Q.M.G!. 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.G!. 


From Mr*. Ten Brook , 
Camp Middle Brook Dect. 29th, 1778 
Sir, 

Mr. Weiss left this the 234, Instant in order to proceed home, 
previous to which he wrote you to forward Axes and sundry other 
Stores, none of which have yet come to Hand. If they are not on 
the Road when this reaches you, must beg you’l immediately for- 
ward five or Six Hundred Axes, as we have not one left, and 


hourly applications are making for them, which I am afraid will 
Occasion great Complaints unless we have a supply shortly. 


I am Sir, 
Your very Hb’. Serv. 


Cornel’. Ten Broeck 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.G!. 
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Copy of Sam'. Gilmore WMaster [. . . tions] given in November last. 


Camp Quaker Hill Nov'. 4. 1778 
Sir, : 
You'll proceed from this place to Middle Brook by way of Kings 
Ferry and make inquiry there for me or Mt. John Shute D.Q.M.G". 
should I not be there myself. As soon as the Stores may arrive 
you'l please to deliver them carefully unto Mr‘. Shute whom I have 
empowered to receive the same in my absence when you arrive at 
Middle Brook in the Jerseys where the Encampment had formerly 
been you'l inquire where the late Q.M.Gen". Stores had been kept 
and there or in that Neighbourhood you’l find either of us. Should 
you find it in any ways dangerous going toward Middle Brook 
would have you to repair to Morris Town and deliver the Stores 
to James Abeel Esq. D.Q.M.G!. who will please to Store the same 
on my Account untill further Directions. 


I am &c. 


W: D.O.M.GL. 
Mr. S. Gilmore J 8 


Camp Middle Brook Jany. 14t. 1779 
Sir, 

I wrote to you at different times, but have received no Answer 
in Return of either Letters. The last was with Cloathing, which 
should be glad to know if come to Hand. If Blankets and Shoes 
should not be found sufficient for the past years Cloathing — you 
must only write me again and for what may be requisite. The 
Blankets sent you were rather Small and supposed not large enough 
for each Man when come to be divided. If you therefore should 
find it needfull must endeavour to find you more. I mention’d the 
matter to the Gen!. whose Orders first to me were only to deliver 
a single Blanket per Man, but upon finding they turn’d out so 
very small, he concluded that a pair of small should go for one 
[...]. So that you can be particular to me in that Respect when 
you write. 

I should be glad you would Please to inform me if any of the 
Tents have been delivered into your Care by the Brigade QMasters 
of those Brigades that are on your Side the River and of the 
Number and situation including Markee and Horseman’s Tents. 
Gen'. Green is at present in Philadelphia and I seem’d to under- 
stand of him before his Departure from here that there were 
Orders given in behalf of that maker if so am satisfy’d. 

As I have the direction of Camp Equipage in the Army it will 
be requisite for me to know what has or may be delivered at the 
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different Posts by the Brigade QMasters in your District who are 
accountable and are to make a Settlement accordingly for all Camp 
Equipage drawn. It will be very proper you would render me a 
general Account of what Stores in the Camp Equipage may have 
been drawn from you for the use of the Army by particular 
Officers or persons acting therein and P. whose Order (particularly 
for Tents drawn). * 


I have delivered the General a Return of all the Portmanteaus 
I have issued (and to Whom). You had better send me an Account 
of what has been drawn from you that they may be included. The | 
prices will also be necessary to be added or distinguished to me 
from whom they might have been sent. Underneath you have 
the Names of the Brigade QMasters who drew the Stores for the 
Brigades separately. Should think it prudent to write to each in 
behalf of the Tents would therefore advice your taking the Trouble 
of doing it as you lie so much Handier and can Order them in 
for repair Quickly. The General wants much to know the Situation 
of the Tents &c. and in particular what Number may be thot. 
and found servicable. You will please to write Mr*. Starr, with 
Instructions in like manner. In the mean time I remain with 
due Respect, Your very Humble 

Servt. 


; J-W.: D.Q.M.G1. 
Cole. Udney Hay 


D.Q.M.Gl. 

Gen!. Paterson’s Brigade Timothy Whiting 

Gen!. Poor’s Ee: Dudley S. Chasd 

Gen!. Nixon’s D* Isaac Nicholls 

Gen!. Parson’s D°. Simeon Belding 

Lte. Learned’s 19°. Robt. Bradford 

Gen!. Clinton’s bs Tunis V. Wagenen 

Gen!. Huntingdon’s D». Thadeus Weed 

Camp Middle Brook Jany. 14th, 1779 

D*. Sir, 


I this Day received yours of the 9th, Instant acknowledging 
Receipt of my two Letters dated 16. & 18, Decembr. last. I 
wrote you this Day a few Hours before Yours came to Hand P. 
favor of Lieutenant Jewett one of Our Artificers going to New 
England. Inclosed you have a Copy of the Cloathing sent as Pr. 
Invoice dated 16. Ult. which am glad arrived safe and were 
found to Correspond. Major Hale has not called to see me, but 
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expect he will on his Return from Philadelphia. I have nothing 
further to add, save my best Respects to Mts. Hay and Family and 
the same to the Gentlemen of your Department and Remain with 
Esteem 

| Your most Obedt. & Hble, Servt. 


. W. D.Q.M.G!. 
Col. Hay D.Q.M.G'. i J g 


Camp Middle Brook January 14t, 1779 
D*. Sir, 

I request the favor of your informing me where M®. Burchan 
now keeps with the Stores and likewise to deliver or forward the 
Enclosed to him. I wrote to him some time past but never received 
an Answer. I supposed his being at Danbury but have received 
Information from Mr. Starr ADQMGI. of his not being there. | 
imagine you must have received Instructions from the Q.M.G1. 
or some of his Assistants respecting the Tents when the ‘Troops 
are hutted to be delivered into Store for repair. 


Your next or nearest place will be Fish Kill to Colonel Hay. 
As you have had the care of the Division in the QMr®. Line, it 
will be your Business to see, or call on the other Brigade QMasters 
to have all the Tents carefully delivered in for Repair. Mt. Burchan 
will assist you in any thing needfull or Necessary that way. You 
will write me per first Opportunity to this place, with an Account 
of Tents &c. on Hand. The situation also of them, meaning 
Markees Horsemans, and Common Tents whether serviceable want- 
ing repair or unfit. In expectation of hearing from you 


I remain, 
Your Very Hb'*. Servant 
J-W: D.Q.M.G1. 


Mr. Timothy Whiting 
Q.M.Gen!. Paterson’s Brigade 


Camp Middle Brook Jany. 14%. 1779 
Sir, 

I wrote you twice, once from Quaker Hill by M*. Joseph Dyre 
WMaster, pr. whom I forwarded you Sixty Dollars Cash, and 
Sundry Stores; which you never acknowledged to have received, 
since which I have wrote you from here, inclosed in a Letter to 
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Mr. Starr, from whom I lately received Accounts that he could 
not understand where you were, being anxious of hearing from 
you, have to request you will write me immediately, and with 
respect to the Situation of the Stores: Gen!. Greene desired my 
fixing you with Mr’. Starr AD.Q.MG1. at Danbury, to which purpose 
I wrote you, should be glad to understand if those Letters have 
come to Hand. I have wrote.to M'. Whiting pr. this Opportunity, 
and have mentioned that you will assist him in any Matter need- 
full, which if together, expect, and have to request you will. 


The Tents Markees and Horsemans Tents have wrote Mr’. 
Whiting to have sent to Col®. Hay at Fish Kill as soon as the 
Troops are in their Hutts, if not already done. You will rehearse 
the matter to him and likewise inform me how things have gone 
on respecting what belongs to our Department and if the Tents 
&c. in particular have been sent from the Division to any place 
for Repair. You must also request an Account, or Disposition of 
the Tents to be given or made out to you, when, and when De- 
livered, and forward me with an Account Current of your Pro- 
ceedings in the Store way. Mt. Whiting will do this piece of 
Service to see that you receive a true State from the Brigade 
Q.Masters in the Division concerning the Tents &c. Have no 
more to add save requesting your immediate Answer, and remain 


Your very Humble Sery‘t. 


J-W. D.Q.M.G". 
M®. Rich’. Burchan 


N.B. You'll Continue in your present Situation till you hear from 
me. 


Camp Middle Brook Jan’. 14% 1779 
Sir, 

I am desirous of knowing what Number of Tents Markees and 
Horsemans Tents are on Hand in your Brigade, and if sent as 
yet to any place for repairs and Storage during the Winter. Col’. 
James Abeel D.Q.M.G!. at Morris Town is to receive the whole of 
Tents &c. for Inspection; and repair. You will therefore take 
notice that the whole must be sent to him if not already done, 
as soon as all the Men are either Hutted or Billeted for Winter 
Quarters. The sooner sent the earlier in readiness for another 
Campaign. Inform me when you receive such Stores as are requisite 
for the Brigade. Colonel Abeel has Stores of various kinds, should 
the distance be shorter from Morris Town to where you live, than 
this, make application to him for such matters as are requisite 
and customary for the Brigade. Your getting a line from the 
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Commandant of the Brigade or Col®. Abeel will answer every pur- 
pose in obtaining Stores from thence, and what might be had there, 
may be drawn from here. In expectation of your Answer shall 
wait and remain 

‘ Your Very Hb'*. Servant 


e J.W: D.Q.M.G!. 
Cha®*. Stewart Esq’. 
D. Brigade 
Camp Middle Brook Jan’. 21*t. 1779 
Sir, 


You will receive per Waggoners Connor and Park Nineteen 
Common Tents and one Horsemans D*. with a Box of Sundry 
Tools, also Six Anvils and three Beck Irons, which last came from 
Colonel Mitchell. I should be glad if you could send me two or 
three Dozen Hand Saw Files, and some Sealing Wax, which am 
out of at present. 

I am, Sir 


| J.W: D.Q.M.G1. 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.GI. 


Please to forward the two enclosed Letters P. a safe Oppor- 
tunity. The Letter with you while at Morris Town for M'. Oakley 
at Bethlehem never came to Hand. Should be glad to know who 


it was sent by. 
J.W. 


a Camp Middle Brook Jan’. 26%. 1779 
Ir, 

The Bearer Capt". Marbury will deliver you the Tents of the 
first Maryland Brigade, and you will also receive Sixty more, which 
I have sent, and when found right please to inform me Col?. Bald- 
win of Artificers has requested my sending for the within mentioned 
Articles, which if you can any ways spare, you will please to send 
me, or let me know; that I may see to get them from Philadelphia. 
Captain Bruen informs me there is a person with you, and to the 
best of my Remembrance Morrison by Name; that is a Sadler by 
trade, whom if you can any ways spare, would be doing the publick 
great Service to let him come for a Week or two, to take the 
direction of a few Work men. I meant to draw out of some of 
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the Regiments to repair the Harness deliver’d into Store by the 
W.Master General. I have wrote to Philadelphia both for Men 
and materials and as soon as they arrive he shall be dismiss’d. 
You will please to send me Leather and such materials as you 
can spare and may judge will be requisite, till those arrive from 
below, and you’ll much oblige 


Your very Hb'e. Servant 


J.W: D.Q.M.Gen!. 
Colonel Abeel D.Q.MGen!. 


NB: I saw a curious kind of Padlock that you have in Store; 
part of the Key Screws, should be glad you would send me a 
couple, and if you have any Closet or Door Locks please to send 
about a Dozen of each. 

Hv, 


Camp Middle Brook Jany. 26tb. 1779 
Dr. Sir, 


Major Forsyth informs me he wrote you (or Col®. Cox) some 
time past to send to Camp some Harness Makers and a Barrell 
or two of Oyl, neither of which have yet arrived. I must therefore 
request their being sent as quick as possible as its high time 
something should be done with the Harness delivered into Store 
from the Teams broke up.: M'. Hiltaheimer has one Pote a Master 
Workman whom if he could spare would be very suitable provided 
a Hand or two could be sent with him. pray endeavour to send 
him as it will require some thrifty Hand to be in that Way. I 
have not an Inch of Leather nor other materials suitable so that 
it will be requisite to have what may be necessary sent on. 


I shall want the following Articles . . . Vizt. 


10 or 15 Rheams best kind Writing Paper 

6 or 8 Pounds Scaling Wax 

3 or 4 Hundred Quills 

8 or 10 Blank Printed Files 

2 or 3 Dozen Chest Locks different Sizes 

1 or 2 Dozen Door and Closet Locks 

2 or 3 Groce of Inch and Inch and half Wood Screws 
15 or 20 Doz. Gimblets different Sizes 

3 or 4 Casks of 8.10 & 124. Nails 

2 or 3 Dozen Cross Cut Saw Files 


Please to let the above be sent by the first Waggons coming to 
Camp. | 
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I understand you have some tolerable good Cloths in Store 
such as Blues, Buffs &c. pray be so kind as to let me know what 
Colour and Prices — with a few Patterns. The Price of the 
Cloathing I am continually pestered about. do be so good as to 
let me know by the next Opportunity and you’l much oblige 


Your very Humble Servant 


jJ.W: — 
. Dep’ QMGen!. 
Col*. Mitchell D.Q.M.Gen!. | 


Camp Middle Brook Jany. 26. 1779 
D«. Sir, 


I wrote you the 14*. Instant, and likewise received your last 
favour which I also answered immediately with an Account en- 
closed of the Cloathing sent by D. Elmer Waggon Master. I this 
Day receiv’d a Letter from M?. Burchan one of my Asst*. who was 
Detatch’d with some Stores to the left Wing on our March from 
White Plains. I concluded and seem’d to understand by Gen!. 
Greene that the Division would Quarter this Winter at or near 
Danbury, and was requested to let him remain there under the 
Care of Major Starr, as he was acquainted to the ways of the 
Army, and might be of Service to him in the Store Way. I find 
he is in or about your parts and its probable is not wanted, I 
conclude it will be best for him to come on for this place, as you 
have M'. Chandonet at the Fort, and can supply him with such 
Stores as may be requisite during the Winter — Shall therefore 
take it kind if you'll please to receive such Stores as he may have 
on Hand or Order them to be Delivered to some one of your 
Assistants there, where I understand they now are — The enclosed 
you will also please to forward him and should he want a trifle 
of Money please to Advance him Forty or F ifty Dollars. In doing 
of which, you’ll much oblige 


Your very Humble Servant 
J:W: D.Q.M.G" 
Cole, Hay D.Q.M.G!. 
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Camp Middle Brook Jany. 26%. 1779 
Sir, 


Yours of the 26 of last Month only came to Hand this day. 
I was much concern’d in not hearing from you before. 


I have wrote Colonel Hay in behalf of you per this Oppor- 
tunity, and respecting the Stores you may have on Hand. Should 
he find it not requisite for your Continuance at West-Point you 
will then come on for this place as fast as you possibly can so as 
not to hurt yourself or Horse. You will be exceeding carefull in 
delivering up what Stores you have on Hand, taking Receipts for 
the same, and bring all your Writings &c. with you. I wrote you 
lately by M*. Jewett which Letter I suppose has come to Hand. 
Mr. Whiting to whom I also wrote per same Opportunity hope 
will send an Answer in behalf of the same. So conclude and remain 


Your very Humble Servant 
JW: D.Q.M.G1 
Mr’. Rich*. Burchan 
N:B: 
Inclosed you have an Order on Col®. Hay for fifty Dollars — 


would have you to see that the Store Waggons &c. are carefully 
delivered up, with all the Tackling particularly specified. 


Camp Middle Brook Jans. 26%. 1779 
Sir, | 
I received your favour about a Week or ten Days ago — and 
was much surprised M?. Burchan was not with you. — I this day 
received a Letter from him and find he is with Gen!. Patersons 
Brigade at West Point. Gen!. Green has concluded it would be 
best for him to remain and assist you provided the left Wing had 
Winter’d in or about Danbury, in consequence of which I wrote 
him with Instructions, but believe my Letters were mislaid or miss’d 
coming to Hand time enough. 


I have wrote Col*. Hay respecting him and to receive what 
Stores he may have on Hand and to order him on to this place. 
I should be glad you would see that the Tents among the Troops 
your way are delivered in for repair by the B.Q.M*. or if you have 
done it already to inform me, and of their situation and what may 
be suitable for the Ensuing Campaign. I have wrote to Col®. Hay 
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who will [...] into the matter whom you will consult with, both 
in that respect and in regard to Stores, which as I mentioned to 
you may be drawn from him when requisite. 


Am Sir, 
Your most Hb". Servant, 


: J:W: D.QM.G!. 
Major Starr A.D.Q.M.G1. 


Camp Middle Brook Febr. 24 1779 
Dr. Sir, 


I wrote you the 26 Ult. since which have received two Tierces 
of Oyl. Should be glad you would compleat and send the Stores, 
agreeable to the same which are much wanted. You will also please 
to send the within mentioned Articles for the Use of the Artificers, 

Mr. Nice arrived yesterday and will want materials in his way, 
agreeable to Memorandum also inclosed, which beg may be for- 
warded with all dispatch — 

I have endeavoured to draw Leather &c. from Morris Town 
but Col°. Abeel writes me he has none to spare. I would advise 
your sending me a Quantity of Mens Shoes, midling large Sized, 
and remain with Respect 

Your very Humble Servt. 


. J.W: D.Q.M.G1. 
Col°. Mitchell D.Q.M.G!. 


Camp Middle Brook Feby. 34. 1779 
D.. Sir, 


I wrote you the 14. Jany. in answer to yours which I suppose 
has come to Hand. I sent you on the 17t, of November last Sundry 
Cloathing intended for the enlisted Waggoners, and at the request 
of Cole. James Thompson W.Mr. Gen!. who has wrote to you pr. 
the Bearer Major Rooney DWMG1. with an Order to receive a 
part of the same and which you'l please to comply with. The re- 
mander of what you may have on Hand, you'l please to deliver 
to Cole. Hay, or his Order who wrote me of his being very much 
in want of the same. I have also wrote him per this Opportunity 
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should be glad you would inform me respecting the Tents as men- 
tioned in my last to you, and also acquaint me of what Cloathing 
you sent to Col®. Hay. Gen'. Green is at present in Philadelphia, 
and wait his coming to Camp every Day. 


I am, with Respect, Sir 
,. Your very Humb':. Servt. 


JW: — D.Q.M.Gent. 


Major Starr, 
A.D.Q.M.G1. 


Camp Middle Brook Feby. 34. 1779 
D*. Sir, 

I herewith send you five Teams loaded with Tents — as Pr. 
Receipt inclosed, and under the care of Thomas Young one of the 
Waggoners, when found to correspond please to inform me. I 
should be glad you would send the Articles wrote for in my last 
with the large Return lists and also the under mention’d Articles 
— much wanted. I have this day wrote Col’. Hay who has apply’d 
for more Cloathing and mentions the Shirts you sent him are 
quite too coarse and that his Men refuse drawing them. If you 
have any of a better Quality than those sent me, would request 
them being sent here. I mention’d some time ago that I have sent 
about 1000 Y%. Linnen to Col*. Hay from Quaker Hill, would 
think it well if you were to send for it having mentioned the 
matter to Col*. Hay, by this Opportunity and that you may prob- 
ably send for it, or that he had better send it for the use of Shirt- 
ing &c. 

Yours &c. 
— J:wW: D.Q.M.G!. 
Cole. Abeel | 
Some Harness Leather if possible 
6 or 8 lb fine Thread for Sadlers Use 


6 or 8 lb Rosen 
3 or 4 Dozen Stock Locks — sorted 


I have several Dozen Sail Makers Palms in Store, if you wanted 


inform me. — I also expect I shall want Eighteen Panes Glass. 
Should be glad to know by Return of Waggons if they can be had. 
| Jw. 
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Camp Middle Brook Feby. 4, 1779 
D*. Sir, 

I received your favour the 14*. of last Month with the Returns 
of Cloathing &c. I have wrote Major Starr P'. the Bearer Mr’. 
Rooney D.W.M.GI. to let you have the Remainder of what Cloath- 
ing he may have on Hand which when first sent him were as P. 
enclosed Acct. and wont be much Short of the same as the Cloath- 
ing were only intended for the Teamsters in Gen!. Gates’s Division 
under the Bearer Mt. Rooney who informs me has drawn none . 
and will only want about Thirty Shirts. I also enclose you a 
second Copy of the Cloathing sent by M*. Elmer WMaster with 
an Account anent which is drawn out agreeable to your Return 
sent the General and dated the first December last, by which 
you will see the Cloathing already sent you nearly corresponds 
with what you wrote for. The Gen!. as I observed to you in one 
of my former Letters will not furnish Cloathing for the Year 77. 
that matter must be settled with the late Q.M.Gen!. either in pay 
or otherwise — Nevertheless rather than Business should be re- 
tarded I will send you a greater proportion in a day or two, which 
you will be particular in having charged to such as aynt entitled 
by way of Bounty. The Shirts were sent you by Col*. Abeel am 
sorry they were no better and those I have on Hand are of the 
same Quality. The Box of Linnen sent you from Quaker Hill is 
very suitable for the purpose would advise your sending it to 
Cole. Abeel to be work’d up into Shirts, provided you can’t get 
it done your way. In regard to the Tents, I would advise your 
going to the B.Q.M'. to have them hurry’d in as fast as possible 
for repair and when done under me a return of the same, to com- 
pare with my Issues. I wrote you respecting M*. Burchan and 
what Stores he may have on Hand, beg your taking them in charge, 
and hurry him on for this place as fast as possible — I wrote him 
with an Order to draw Fifty Dollars, should he want Cash, You’l 
please to comply, in doing of which, you'll much oblige 


Your very Humble Servt. 
JW D.Q.M.G!. - 
Cole. Hay D.Q.M.Gl 
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Camp Middle Brook Feby. 5». 1779 
Dr. Sir, 


I have sent the bearer M*. Pryor, in behalf of the following 
Stores for the use of the Harness Makers which were wrote for the 
24. Inst. and will be immediately wanted. You will see that they 
are hurried on as quick as possible and let the Bearer return 
immediately. 


3 Doz. Sides Harness Leather chiefly blackn’d, if possible 
3 Doz. Calf Skins 
3 Doz. Sheep Skins Tann’d 
15 or 20 Ib’. Thread suitable for Sadlers 
15 or 20 Ib*. Rosin 
1000 Clout Nails Sorted 
30 or 40 Yd*. Tow Cloth, for lining Collars and Pads 
4 Doz. Sadlers Needles 
50 Doz®. Blind Bridle Buckles Sorted 


I am Sir 
Yours &c. 


JW: D.Q.M.G!. 
Col*, Mitchell D.Q.M.G1. 


Camp Middle Brook Feb. 12ts. 1779 

D*. Sir, | 
I wrote you the 26t* Ult the Contents of which was to deliver 
your Stores to Col*. Hay, D.Q.M.General or his Order, and come 
for Head Quarters with your Accounts Vouchers &c. I also en- 
closed you an Order on him for fifty Dollars towards your Expence 
Money and Acc**, for which you are to be accountable to me. I 
expect you'll take particular Care, in what Stores you deliver over 


to him or to whom he may direct. I have wrote him concerning 
you, both before & at this Opportunity. 


I am with Respect 
Your very Hble. Servant 


JW: D.Q.M.G!. 
M¥®. Rich*. Burchan 
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Camp Middle Brook Feby. 19, 1779 
Dr. Sir, 


Inclosed you have an Invoice of five Boxes of Cloathing which 
you'l please to have forwarded to Col. Hay D.Q.M.G\. at Fish Kill 
with the enclosed Letter — 


These Teams wont be able to proceed and as the General is 
very desirous of having the Cloathing forwarded you will please 
to have it done, and let these Waggons Return. The Boxes were 
well secured here, should they want any further Securing you will . 
please to have it done — In the mean time I remain with Respect, 


Yours &c 
JW: D.Q.M.G. 
Cole. Abeel 


N.B. If you have any Number of Mens Shoes in Store you will 
please to send Two Hundred Pair, with the Clothing for Col°. Hay. 


Jw: - 


Camp Middle Brook Feby. 19th. 1779 
DS. Sir, 

Inclosed you have an Invoice of five Boxes of Cloathing sent 
to the Care of Col*. Abeel — who is to forward them on for Fish 
Kill, and to whom I have wrote P'. same Opportunity when found 
to correspond you will please to inform me. I have requested 
Cole. Abeel to forward you two Hundred Pair Mens Shoes if at 
Morris — The Shirts now sent you are in my Opinion of the same 
kind that you received from him as there were sent me by him — 

I wrote some time past to Philad®. for a better supply of Shirts, 
Shoes, Stockings and Blankets — which when come to Hand, shall 
forward you, in the mean while, I remain 


Your very Humble Servant 
JW. D.Q.M.G"L 
Cole. Hay D.Q.M.G!. 
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Camp Middle Brook Feby, 21st 1779 
D*. Sir, 
Mr. Pryor whom I sent from here the 5t*. of this Month, has 
returned near a Week past and no prospect of any Leather as yet 
come to hand — beg you will please to Order it on without delay 
with the other Articles mentioned. — The Artificers are much in 
Want of the Bellows, and some of the Smiths almost Idle for the 
want of them. I received a part of Stores sent by Joshua Opdike 
Waggon Conductor — You will order the remainder of Nails to 
be sent on to compleat the Quantity or Number of Casks men- 
tioned, with 10 or a Doz. Pounds good Sealing Wax, and four 
or five Dozen Pap". Ink Powder both of which last am much in 
want of and at the Gen’*. request to be sent on — 


You will also please to have Two Hundred Blank Folio Books 
made and sent as soon as possible for the use of the Quarter Masters 
Pay-Masters Brigade Majors and Adjutants, all of whom the Gen. 
requests may be furnish’d as quick as possible. 


Mr. Loxley can describe the kind or Size to M". Henderson — 


I am with Respect 
Sir, 
Your Very Humble Servt. 


JW: D.Q.M.Gen!. 
Col°. Mitchell 
D.Q.M.G!. 


Camp Middle Brook Feby. 234. 1779 
D°. Sir, 

I beg you will please to have the Leather with the other matters 
hurried on for the Use of the Saddlers, who are much in want 
of them and will be Idle in six or eight Days unless they are for- 
warded immediately — the other Stores with the Bellows Kc. came 
to Hand yesterday evening for which have Receipts to the Wag- 
goners. I shall immediately want about 200 blank folio Books 
made of the same smallish kind sent some time last Fall, for the 
use of the Brigade Majors Quarter-Masters, Pay-Masters and Adju- 
tants. These you will please to have sent on as quick as you 
possibly can with a Dozen Ib*. best Sealing Wax Twelve Doz. 


Papers Ink Powder some of best Quality and half a Doz. Ink 
Stands — | 


Shall also want fifteen or Twenty Doz. Gimblets — those in 
Store are chiefly too small and others too large. You will also 
please to send three or four Doz: Hand-Saw Files. Col. Hay 


70 





widot oilot Ansla barbauwH owl svar 03 sesvlq oes Hiw wo 
ersten tarts orl to 920 offi wot sidizzoq ke moo? 28 2138 oh 
Ajax ody to fis zimaraibA bas eojsM sbagitl stoxeM-yst 
coy - pldiaaoy #6 doiup as bidzisrasd od) ys asegiipa 
i govsbhasH M o7 ssi to baid od) odipesb nes yolxo.t *M 
neqeeA dsiw ore 1 os 
Moen 
Jy sidmuH ea wo¥ 
J999.M.0.0 WY, 


Orth PKL rdyT doowl olbbilh qasD 


4% 
. 


‘ 
g. 
rei 
rf 


ome) OB ewollod erly rhiw wr018 tstho only — ylossiboamni 
hE ox on eq ive overt doutw aol gaitove 
elooG oilot dnkid 008 seeds ranw gees seam 
per Beg hg wer pipe OTTO? edicv ye eat ill — 
ujbA bas gtosenM-yed 2t9ee-tostey & 
pins Sle ae nid Inse ‘Sved OF ph i HOY 
‘gwilawl xaW geile? seod- tsiw 
ink soG s iled bas ywilsuQ wd mon % 


at 
He 
el 





a be 
Hl 





Bitch achiral ah ri aa Nh dn Colne fda ald dt OR al ks a Aan ns) . sn Bi one tue 





returns for Seventy Six Blankets to compleat his Men, you will 
therefore please to send about a Hundred Blankets?! P. first 
Opportunity, as so to have them forwarded in time, as he mentions 
their being much wanted. 


I am With Respect 
* Your very Hb!e. Servet. 


, A dmg oO pi! be Od 
Col°. Mitchell D.QM.G!. 


_Camp Middle Brook Feby. 234, 1779 
Dr. Sir, 

I herewith enclose you a Return of the Stores taken the twelfth 
Instant, Copy of which have delivered the Gen!. — I should be 
glad to receive your Instructions in time provided you mean to 
have the Stores on any other footing after the second of March 
which is now very near at Hand. 


I would also observe to you of the Tents in general delivered 
into Store to be much worse for Wear, and that there will be a 
Considerable Number wanted (including Horsemans Tents), when 
the Campaign comes to open — 


Cole. Hay is to transmit me the Returns from the Brigade Q. 
Masters, shortly in regard to the Tents Situation &c. Which when 
come to Hand will immediately forward you, in the mean while 
expect to hear from you with full Instructions and remain 

Sir 
Your very Humble Serv*t. 


W: D.Q.M.Genl. 
Col’. Cox ?? A.Q.M.Gen!. : 3 


* A serious complaint in reference to the shortage of blankets was reported 
by the Board of War, dated March 2, 1779: “Vessels are daily arriving with 
goods into the different Ports, and at every place there are private purchasers 
sufficiently enabled by their wealth to buy up all the arrivals. Among other 
Articles, there are seventeen hundred blankets which the public may have 
from a gentleman who has imported them ... We must therefore entreat 
Congress to excuse us if we press the necessity of appointing some purchasers 
to buy up the Articles wanted by the Army ...” (Journals of the Continental 
Congress, Vol. XIII, p. 273) : 


* Three months earlier, Congress had issued a warrant on the treasurer in 
favor of Colonel Cox for $3,500,000, for the use of the quartermaster depart- 
ment. This was in addition to warrants for $2,000,000, issued on August 4, 
1778. Such grants of money gave Congress some apprehension, for on the 
same date it was “Ordered, That the Committee on the Treasury lay before 
Congress an account of the sums of money granted to the present quarter 
master general for the use of his department; ... [and] That a Committee 
be appointed to repair to camp to confer with General Washington on the 
best mode of introducing economy . . . and retrenching the enormous 
expence of the same.” 
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ColessA beck 


Camp Middle Brook Feb. 26. 1779 
D°. Sir, , 
I wrote you the 19", Inst. with five Boxes Cloathing for Col. 
Hay and now send you two more, which you’l likewise please to 
have forwarded on Immediately — I have also sent you sundries 
as P. Receipt enclosed, will tend you more Stockings as soon as 
I receive a fresh supply which I look for every Hour. I should 
be glad if you have any Number of Blank folio Books to send 
them being much wanted for Pay Masters QMasters Brigade Majors 
and Adjutants. I am also out of Sealing Wax and Ink Powder, 
should be glad if you can to send me a proportion of each, & you'll 
much oblige 
Your Very Hb. Servant 


JW: D.Q.M.G!. 


[Same date as above another letter with similar contents to 
Col. Hay was entered. Because of the frequent repetition of 
content in many of the letters which follow, we have selected 
in many instances only excerpts which add to our understand- 
ing of the problems faced by Colonel Weiss.] 


. [Excerpt from letter dated Camp Middle Brook, April 2, 1779, 
-. to Col. Mitchell] 


I have wrote you at sundry times respecting the prices of 
Cloathing, and have to request you will let me know what I am 
to charge for the following Kinds — Vizt. Coats, Vests, Breeches, 
Stockings, Shirts, Shoes, Hats, Blankets & Surtouts. 


Unless I am informed ere long, expect we shall lose the pay 
of sundry Cloathing that has been drawn by Men not entitled, 


any further than for pay. 


[Excerpt from letter dated Camp Middle Brook, April 8, 1779, 
to Col. Hay] 


N.B. I wrote Col’. Abeel with respect to the Cloathing that are 
deficient. —The Boxes went from here in good Order, which he 
acknowledges to have received, and is of Opinion they must have 
been broke_open by the Person or Persons who had the charge of 
them from him to you —. 

Jw- 


[Letter to Col. John Mitchell from Camp Middle Brook, April 
9, 1779, we omit. Its contents are identical to a previously 
written letter.] 


72 





1 


od étasin0s ‘wilonie sive 299991 torlvone svods 28 reser | \ 
cH , 
109 


lo moisiseqot Insupst oft de seus dorsi) saw 
» baselse-oved ow wwollol tieidy. 2191901 oftt do vaso or Sir199 
-basiembay 100 03 bbe dvidw agian yino esonsieni yasm wi 
| L.aisW IsmoloOD yd boos) emoldor o¢2 to get 


ORTE 8 fiiqA doord sihbild qms:) bok 1101 mon sqmax8] eee 
3 Hohe [ltodosikA {tod 08 et 


io esoitg Sry yninveqest eomis yibawe ie voy sioTw svat’ T- 
me 1 sedw word om iol Hiw woy seoupet 0} over bas <gaicsolD 
aorbso1d 29 ais0D sive’ + 2baid gniwollol ods tof sgiedo 09 
, @uorw2 8 vedasll zisH esol? anide egnidzor 
a: Faeadeielpoeer Serle lis cr fle ay (et poo . 
boliisas soa 9M yd aweib aed and tars goidssolO yrbnue Jo . 
be Sr | oo oaygeq toh ateds tadpuat yas 


“OTT B fing door sibbild qmisD beish tol moi? q199x4) ( 

a A Ae eae ee Re: 

gue tard gnisieolD ods 01 29 thim-bedA 409 sow TM 
ris) eagle yp istvw 


ad did asb1O ae ore a bomen trek sasinitab 
; a em , » of iq ie | May a j oF ‘OF te whis 


fe ry 
j y j \4 
ois wi is ibe - Sees. ais 
7 lay asthe ye, i ray 
, l : (y ; ei ‘ 
Thug 4 ~ WI 7 ' 7 . i's ; abies ily ie TL 
sl "\ andi ate mo : ( , D1 . 
Var # a tas LS es ‘a! Ve.. } ‘w t 
, : , ‘ ma “2 a i ¢ P 
{7 , ¥ 
' 
; 
bs a J fay , 















AR RS RN ER REEFS ENA RENIN OD ERAN IMENT Freemmerte 


LOCO MTT ERT ALI UTR RL NER METRES ateN CT 





[Excerpt from letter to Col. Udney Hay from Camp Middle 
Brook, April 19, 1779] ' . 

Sir, . 
I received your favour of the 10*. Instt. respecting those Re- 


turns the intentions of which.are to shew what Officers drew Port- 
manteaus in case you may receive Instructions to Issue hereafter 


to such as have not drawn. 


Congress you will find by the enclosed Resolve intends that 
every Officer shall be furnished with a Portmanteau or Valeece .. . 


[Weiss did not enter the “Resolve” into his letter book. The 
“Resolve” was the direct action taken as a result of a report 
from the Board of War of February 16, 1779, which read: “The 
Quarter Master General, when in Town lately, reminded the 
Board of an application he made some months ago for direc- 
tion relative to the portmanteaus and valeeces he had provided 
pursuant to the orders of the Commander in Chief, to rid the 
army of the incumbrance of chests and boxes: As the Service 
did not admit of the smallest delay in the distribution (the 
Army being then in daily expectation of moving), they were 
immediately issued to the Officers, who were charged with 
them, but with an expectation from various considerations, 
that they should not be obliged to pay for them. The Board 
have conversed with the Quarter Master General fully on the 
subject: and beg leave to declare their entire concurrence in 
opinion with him.”] 


[To Col. Abeel, from Camp Middle Brook, May 7, 1779] 


I had some expectations of sending Waggons but am disap- 
poe and would have you to procure Teams immediately and 
orward the under-mentioned Articles particularly the Canteens 
and Knapsacks of which am very bare, and are much wanted. 


Gen!. Greene has ordered a party of five Men (Sadlers) here 
from Philadelphia and have to request you will send what Calf 
& Sheep Skins you possibly can spare, to keep them employed 
repairing Geers &c . . . 33 


[Among the Stores requested were “2 or 3000 Canteens” and 
a footnote, 
If you have an Assortment of Wooden Bowls send a Quantity 
& what Waggon Covers you may have on Hand, also half a Ton 
of flat Bar Iron & Twelve Bars Steel.] 





* It is evident from the blackness of the writing in the letter book that Weiss 
by this date had received ink powder, an item he had called for on February 
26th, previous. 


73 






: Ma) Ry ¥ Ni r aA 





le A pi LN nd i A walls "7 
ebnssai vines borolaers z07TAO 
vo sap rons nae ee Pedal oo Satie ondick 
“pd'T | dood y9004! itl oshi "sH0e931" adi yoins s0M' bib ein ' 
a 6 bo tives 2 ee eds) moines sooth ord tow “ov 
oAT” sbaot doitlw TTL Ot yiauidol to 16'W do brsodl ois mort 
only Meola wiosel awoT ai nodw sim9D a9128M 79 
<b to) ogs edinom omoe sham od nolmoilqgs ns to 7a 
babivorg bed on esxeelev bas evseiaecchiog od) o1 ovitslor mod 
os bin 0} sidD ai ipmmoO ota Io evebio oft oF pmRie 
goivise ot) 2A craxod, wedi Io Settiniied of} lo ¥ 
oi) sioliadipeih ori, by oite sealleme ili to sitabs Jom bib 
sayw yori. .(gnivom 36 #5 lish, oi nod) areal yar 
ji bat sow ow pairs silt o2 bauee 
ANoUssbieos z20F1GV. MOI MoiNAIooGzs ‘ME aie’ tud mols 
bisofi odT .meords 108 yaq 07 bogildo 9d-som bluode yorls tad 
oifs, no yihad Lstsn90 rae8M wetisuQ on? thine beetsva0o ve 
fi sostotIuonod siiind werk? s1losb of oval bas :io9; 
[“ mid dbiw vane 


po (QPL Tye lool albbiM qmie) mond JosdA fo, oT] 
«jezib, eae aud enopggs'W/ grttbirse fo! note sirioe bad ¥ 
bas yloisibsmini emsoT bi 01 VOY ceed biwoe bos bein 
ansosne.) od) -yitelusinieg eslobtA benoitnem-tobnis ols 
boinew down sts bas oind piv ms doidw io edoeeqend bas 
sted (eralbs2) neM sri io yeq 8 bermbio esi ora .'n90 
Us teilw bave iliw woy sesupe1 o) ovad ban siriglbalidd ge 
boyolqins caoily qosd' os stage m9 mn eer 2 de 
98 21992) | sing 


bos aisbind O08 20 ibocpan sane at 


sets os bares nor Ms 
led ole ,.basH mo oved vent voy evo adn 8 
{tosi@ exedl ais oviowT 2 nor 164 362 io 


a. 





eS 
“ ne er nerrennmnerer ne nenenernans 


ae entre nee et eters St ee 





Major Gordon 


[Excerpt from letter to Col. Mitchell, dated Camp Middle 
Brook, May 7, 1779] ; 


-. . If you have not a sufficiency of Bags in Store Mt. Hollings- 
worth at Elk returns 550 and Colonel Sheriff about 300, would | 
have you write for them to make up the Complement order’d 
which with the Stores mentioned for the Waggon Department are 
wanted to compleat the Teams at Camp being near 300 in Num- 
ber .. . M®. Nice is here at Camp with his Men and has no 
Leather to work upon, . . . He tells me Mr. Lesher at Germantown 
has about 20 Calf Skins for sale please to send for them, . . 


[The memorandum on this page*4 from the letter of the pre- 
ceding page lists as needed among other items: 

3000 Knapsacks, all painted if possible 

3000 good Canteens 

400 Water Buckets 

300 Waggon Covers 

350 Rope and Leather leading Lines 

I Keg of Painters Oy] 


[Excerpt from letter to Col. Mitchell, dated Camp Middle 
Brook, May 9, 1779] 


. . . M®. Nice has his Orders from the Gen!. to repair to Phil- 
adelphia and Germantown in quest of Leather &c., and beg he 
maynt return untill he procures an Assortment... 


Camp Middle Brook May 9t. 1779 
Sir, 


Please to forward Gen!. Arnolds Baggage by order of the 
Q.M.Gen!. consisting of One Hair Trunk three Boxes One Bundle 
Bedding and one double Barrell’d Gun, sent me by Cole. James 
Abeel, and to be sent the Genl. at Philadelphia. 


IT am with Respect 
Your very Humble Servant 


Jw— D.Q.M.Gen!. 
Q.M'. Trenton 





**Page 70 of the Letter Book. 
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[An unusual list of stores “absolutely wanted” and with all 
speed “for the Campaign” is appended to a letter to Col. 
Mitchell, dated Camp Middle Brook, May 13th, 1779] 


5 Dozen Hand Saw Files: 

5 De». flat De. 

2 De. half round De. i 
1 D°. Rat Tail’d  D*. 

2 D*. x cut Saw D°. 
Y% D°. Tenon Saws 

4 Smoothing Planes 

1 D®. Plane Irons — sorted 
1 D®. Claw Hammers 

6 Dozen Chalk Lines 

4 D°. Chest Hinges 

5 De. Padlocks, chief of a large Size 
3 Dozen Chest Locks 

3 Dozen Splinter Padlocks 


[Weiss was too conscientious to permit criticism of his conduct 
of the department to go unnoticed. In the following letter it 
is evident he lost his patience and almost his temper. Evi- 
dently, Colonel Abeel replied to this letter in a manner dis- 
tasteful to Weiss. Nine days later he again set Colonel Abeel 
straight in the matter. See his letter of May 26th, which fol- 
lows] 


Camp Middle Brook May 17%. 1779. 
Sir, 

Yours of the 9t®. Inst. was handed me by one of Mr. Hows 
Assistants from the Park with sundry Stores part of which he 
thought proper to keep and shall charge him for the same. The 
Knapsacks fall short nine and Orderly Books Twenty Three — 
The Box with Books came broke — I observe what you say relative 
to my Letter sent by M*. Loxley, and am astonished that Colonel 
Abeel writes me in such a strange and particular manner knowing 
no Reason why he should have occasion to do so unless I must 
have given some offence heretofore, which if to be the case should 
be glad to be made sensible and will make proper concessions 
for my bad Conduct at any time if required. In the mean while 
I dont think it was worth while for Col*. Abeel to put himself 
in such an ill frame with regard to my Civil Request, and would 
have him to know that whatever I do or write for in regard to 
Stores is with the General’s full approbation and as for what Camp 
Equipage I may have over or under I dont think it concerns Col?. 
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Abeel in the least, it being my Business to have a sufficiency for 
the Troops —. Whenever Col*. Abeel finds me out of the line 
of my Duty would have him in future state the Case to the General 
and not put himself to unnecessary Words with Mr. Loxley or any 
one I may have occasion to send hereafter. If the General had 
thought me incapable of my Duty I dare say he would long have 
dismissed me, and while I*continue and am not discharged, and 
may have Occasion to write Col. Abeel very often would request 
him not to be troubled about my having too many Stores on Hand 
but rather answer me on the Subject wrote him and comply with. 
such Orders as I may have Reason to send for the good of the 
Service. 


I herewith enclose you a Copy of the Receipt sent for the 
Geers that came down should be glad you would see and have the 
Invoices rectified, as you may depend upon the Stores received, 
are agreeable to the same. 7 

The General would have Seventy Tents immediately sent down 
that are much wanted for a detatched Party and also the Markees 
that Mt. Olney wrote you about, you will therefore please to have 
them forwarded here without delay and also let me know about 
the Waggon Covers wrote for which the General seems to think 
you have in Store — Cole. Thompson will want about Three Hun- 
dred so that you may send down what you may have on Hand. 

To Conclude, —Col*, Abeel may depend that whatever Stores 
are wrote for by me or any of my Assistants in my Absence will 
be with the Generals ful] approbation, and if not complied with, 
will leave him to judge whether it might not be attended with 
ill Consequences. 

I remain Sir, 
Your Very Humble Servant 


JW —. D.Q.M. Gen. 
Col. Abeel D.Q.MGen!. 


[Letter dated Camp Middle Brook, May 19, 1779, to Major 
Gordon, Trenton] 


. -- I would not have you forward any more Camp Kettles, 
having already a greater supply than requisite. The general ad- 
vises your having them Stored. 


[Part of letter from Camp Middle Brook, May 20, 1779, to 
John Cox Esq., A.Q.M.Gen.] 


. . I should be glad Colonel Mitchell would stop sending any 
more Winter Cloathing, and would have about a Hundred and 
fifty Pair of Linnen Frocks and Overalls 25 (large Size) sent forward 
for the Artificers, who wont be able to work without them and 
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are repeatedly plagueing me for them. When they are sent should 
be glad to be informed if they are allowed as Bounty or to be 
paid for with the prices annent —. 

We labour under some difficulty for small Necessarys, which 
in the course of time will run away with all we get, should be 
glad if Col®. Cox could make Interest for my Mess to draw from 
the Pennsylvania State Store, Being all Pennsylvanians excepting 
one. I think it but just that something may be done for the Staff 
that we may be enabled to rub along. With my best Respects 
to Mrs. Cox, self and Family, Col®. Pettit and his, and likewise 
Colonel Mitchell and Lady, remain 


Sir, 
Your most Obedt. Humble Servant 
J Weiss D.Q. Master General 


[Excerpt: to Col. Hay, dated Camp Middle Brook, May 20, 
1779} 


I saw your letter to the General in regard to Cloathing, and 
having a very pretty Assortment of Coats Vests Breeches &c. just 
come to Hand from Philadelphia, would only say that you may 
expect a snug supply from me in that way, and shall set about 
packing them tomorrow and have them forwarded to Colonel 
Abeel with directions to have them sent on to you... 


[A letter to Mr. Robert Kelso, May 20, 1779, who evidently 
‘acted for Col. Abeel, in the latter’s absence. Usual instructions, 
therefore omitted.] 


[A letter from Cornelius TenBroeck, dated Camp May. 22, 
1779, sent to Col. Abeel, care of Jacob Weiss.] 


. . . The Cloathing is somewhat wet having received it so, and 
the Weather not permitting airing it since (have sent it in a 
covered Waggon) which you will please to have done immediately 
to prevent it taking damage... 


[To Col. Hooper, dated Camp Middle Brook, May 23, 1779] 


I herewith send you three Teams loaded with Canteens, for the 
use of the Troops .. . When they have delivered their Loads Col?. 
Hooper will please to order them back... 





* General Washington had this to say about overalls: “As the overall is much 
preferable to breeches, I would recommend as many of them as possible.” 
Bolton, The Private Soldier Under Washington, Scribners, 1902, p. 94, Wash- 
ington, Jan. 1778 to Gov. Trumbull. 
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[fo Colonel Hooper, to whom Weiss wrote on three consecu- 
tive days, dated Camp Middle Brook, May 25, 1779, carefully 
explaining his previous day's regulation as to issues. | 


I wrote you yesterday with Tents Camp Kettles & Knapsacks, 
sent you for General Poors Brigade. The Horsemans and Common 
Tents you will understand are a proportion of what I had in 
Store, which I omitted mentioning to you while I was Writing 
and now do it that there may be no misunderstanding about the 
matter among the Officers, if they should complain why there was 
not a suitable number sent agreeable to the Regulation stated’ 
to you. 

My notion in regard to the Regulation was only to show you 
what Number would be allowed provided a suitable Quantity 
can be obtained in time to compleat the Army, .. . 


Camp Middle Brook May 26t» 1779 
Sir, 

I Received yours of the 224. and herewith send you M*. Ten 
Broecks Letter, with an Account of the Cloathing which I re- 
quested him to enclose you yesterday Morning, by Nicholas Poin- 
dexter W.M*. who went from here for Morris Town. The Stores 
I wrote for by Mr. Loxley would have you forward with the ereat- 
est dispatch save the Knapsacks, which may rest till another call —. 


The Canteens are extremely wanted and should be glad to 
know by a Hand immediately if they can be sent me with the 
Breast-Chains, Chain Traces, and all the Markees & Horsemans 
Tents lately wrote for or that you may have in Store, of which 
you'l please to send me an Account that I may order the remainder 
from Philadelphia, of what you may not be able to supply me. 
Major Gibb’s Markee, you will have dispatched and sent down as 
quick as possible. 


In regard to the affair depending on Mr. Loxley or the Verbal 
Message I might have given him concerning the Stores; I would 
have you to understand, Col°. Abeel, that it never was my Custom 
to work two ways, or in the manner you mention and should have 
thought you had known me better than to conjecture such notions 
with regard to my ordering Mt. Loxley’s “pimping, prying and 
hurrying you in “your Business’—. and which he perfectly denies 
ever telling you, or that he received such Instructions from me. 
He informs me you kept telling him “that I was making “a 
Waggon Master of him, and you’d be damn’‘d if I was not making 
a Waggon Master &c.”. — and that I was no more than Gent. 
Greenes Store Keeper and who the Devil made me a Dep’. Quarter 
Master General. All such Conversation Col?. Abeel might have 
left out, for you may depend upon it I never boasted of my Dep’. 
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Q.Master Gen! ship. I have concerns of more Weight and conse- 
quence to think of, and whether Col*. Abeel esteems me worthy 
of the Title or no, makes a matter of very little difference to me, 
and as I dont recollect ever treating Col*. Abeel with uncivility 
or indecency (hoping I never shall) would request he would never 
write me or send me such Messages untill he really finds me to 
be an under handed fellow. ~ 


I am over-stocked with Camp Kettles, and would have you 
send me no Stores but such as I may write for. I want a Dozen or 
two of good Chest Locks, Hinges and a very great Number of 
Tent Poles and Horsemans Tent Poles, which forward down, as 
they are wanted for the Tents. let me know the Number you can 
supply me with. 

I am Sir 
Your Very Humble Serv‘. 


JW — D.Q.M.G1. 
Cole. Abeel D.Q.M.G" 


[Weiss copied two letters written by Cornelius TenBroeck. 
They were written for Weiss from Camp Middle Brook. The 
letter of May 26, 1779, dealt with the theft of clothing from 
boxes sent to Fish Kill, 
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. . Which piece of Villiany hope you may make a Discovery 
of.” (TenBroeck to Col. Abeel)] 


[fo Col. Abeel, dated Camp Middle Brook, May 31, 1779. 
Stressing the need of tents, Weiss wrote that the brigades were 
actually on moving orders.]_ 


. . . I find there seems to be much complaint about ihe second 
handed Tents (and washing) and am fearfull they wont in general 
be of above five or six Weeks duration, which if to be the case 
shall be in a bad situation this Summer. — I would advise your 
exertion in that way to the utmost of your power that I may be 
able to supply the Troops . . . let me know what I may rely on, 
as I am obliged to scuffle with the Officers about them. 


To “Mr. Collis Q.M* Pluckemin,” dated Camp Middle Brook, 
une 4, 1779.] 


- . . I had hard work to obtain these teams and in consequence 
of my promise that they should return immediately after deliver- 
ing their Loads, Col*. Thompson agreed to letting them go, there- 
fore request you’ | return them without fail. 
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[From a two-page letter to Col. Cox, A.Q.M.G., which contains 
a table of quarter master’s stores, or a “return,” as of June 5, 
1779, for the Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania Brigades. 
Gen. Muhlenberg’s Brigade inventory we note only, omitting 
the inventories for Gen. Knox, Gen. Woodford, the Ist and 2d 
Maryland, and the Ist and 2d Pennsylvania.] 


Gen. Muhlenbergh’s Brigade 


Stores “Wanting to Compleat” “On hand 10¢®, May 
. and drawn since” 
Markees 6 2 
Horsemans Tents 46 34 
Walled Tents 25 7 
Common Tents 335 334 
Knapsacks 1409 1649 
Canteens 1417 1186 
Camp Kettles (page torn) 315 
Portmanteaus (page torn) 16 
“Valeices” (page torn) 19 


[For all brigades the item in greatest short supply was 2,490 
canteens. ] 


Camp Middle Brook June 6‘. 1779 
D:. Sir, 

I received your Instructions in regard to the Stores and shall 
make it my Constant Business to get them away. I sent off eleven 
Teams yesterday to Mr. Collis’s and hope Col, Thompson will be 
able to furnish me with a suitable Number of Teams to carry all 
off. 


I shall start M*. Meng with a Brigade early on Monday Morning 
to follow the Army — 


I'wo Brigades are just come to Hand this Evening and contain 
such Stores as per Copy of Invoices here enclosed you. I also send 
you Col*. Morgans Letter which I made free to open for the sake 
of the Invoice. The General may rely on my sending all such 
Camp Equipage as may be most requisite for the March. I am 
sorry I had not Teams to send off Horse Shoes and sundry other 
Stores for the Troops when they marched. I have several Hundred 
Spontoons”* come to Hand and shall forward them to Col*. Abeel 
if in case they are wanted the General will know when to direct, 


shall also send the Fascine Knives to Morris [Town]. 





* A short pike carried by commissioned officers. 
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I purpose writing to Col®. Morgan in the Morning — (which 
is at the requisition of Col’. Thompson) to have all those cover’d 
Waggons come on which he mentions are at Reading. 

I have also wrote Col®. Cox in regard to the Portmanteaus, 
Horsemans Tents &c. and have enclosed him a Return of the 
supply the Troops have received, by which he will send what’s still 
wanting, to compleat them + 

In hopes of the British Troops being defeated, 


remain, Sir, 
Your most Obedt. Hb’*. Servt. 


, JW. D.Q.M.G!. 
Honb!. Major Gen!. Greene 


[To Col. Jacob Morgan, dated Camp Middle Brook, June 6, 
1779, in which Weiss expresses self-satisfaction in procurement 
of wagons.] 


The General [Greene] sett off from here on Friday Morning 
after the Army. I received a Letter from him wrote at Pumpton 
of the 5, Instt. The Baggage Waggons I dare say will please him 
much. They go on from here in the Morning. 


[To Col. Abeel, dated Camp Middle Brook, June 7, 1779] 


. . . These two Brigades you will order to return immediately 
upon delivering their Loads, as they have a considerable Quantity 
of Stores to haul from hence, and are all the ‘Teams I can procure 
from Col*. Thompson, to carry off what Stores I have on Hand — 
I beg you will see that the Teams are provided with Forage, or 
suficient Pasturage, or otherwise they will be knock’d. up, — As 
the Waggon Mr". are both Strangers in this part of the Country, 
and will want Instructions how to proceed with respect to taking 
Pasturage &c. must request you will put them upon a proper Way, 
and let them know who the Gentlemen are in authority between 
this and Morris Town. 


Middle Brook June 7%. 1779 
Sir, | 

You are to proceed with your Brigade of Teams by way of 
Morris Town to Head Quarters. When you arrive at Morris Town 
you are to make application to Col*. James Abeel D.Q.M.G., who 
will give you Instructions how to proceed with safety, and if you 
Judge it will be requisite to have a Guard, when you arrive there, 
you will make immediate application to him, and for such matters 
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as may be requisite to enable you to proceed ... On your way 
between here and there, you will make proper application to the 
Magistrates, as you pass each Precinct or Township, and be careful 
to give regular Certificates for what you may receive, either on 
the Forage Master Genl., or his Dep’. residing in or near the parts 
where you may happen to Halt. You are not to let your Men or 
Horses suffer, by any means; and likewise entreat you to keep 
good Order & Regularity in your Proceedings. All officers Civil, 
& Military, are hereby requested to aid and assist you 


In Behalf of the QMGen!. 


JW. D.Q.MG| 
To M*. W. Stewart 


W?2 Master 


[To Col. Abeel at Morris Town, dated Middle Brook, June 
8, 1779, informing Abeel that after Wagon Master William 
Stewart had left as stated in his letter of the previous day, 
Jacob Lesher had arrived with a load of portmanteaus and 
tents; that he (Weiss) had ordered Lesher to proceed with the 
load to Morris Town, since he had no more wagons and that 
if Lesher arrived in time Stewart might haul the load should 
an extra wagon be had.] 


[Extract from Minutes of Congress in February 1779, signed 
by Charles Thompson, Secretary, copied by Weiss. It was a 


resolution allowing officers to keep portmanteaus and “valieces” 
for their own use] 


- + - provided that no Officer shall be more than once furnished 
at the publick Expence with the Articles aforesaid unless unavoid- 
ably lost, or taken by the Enemy in time of Action —. 


[The lack of economy received attention two years earlier: 


“There is one thing I wish our Commanders would learn 
from Genl Howe’s letters & that is Oeconomy. They confine 
their care principally to military abuses, and too much neglect 


to inspect the quarter master — commisary & medical depart- 
ments. ‘his is inter Nos.” 


(From letter by Benjamin Rush to Richard Henry Lee, 
Jan. 6, 1777. The reference is to a letter from Sir William 
Howe to the Hessian officer Count yon Donop.) 


Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Magazine 
of History and Biography, Jan. 1954, p. 17] 
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[To Col. Mitchell, dated Camp Middle Brook, June 8, 1779] 


. .- IT received a Letter from the General a few Days ago dated 
at Pumpton Plains the fifth Ins‘. to order four Markees and two 
Horsemans Tents to be forwarded to Easton for Gen!. Sullivans 
Division, and having but two on Hand and a Number of them 
wanted here, would have you to forward the above Number to 
the care of Col*. Hooper without delay .. . 


Weiss apparently did not write too many letters to his super- 
ior, Major General Greene. The letter, dated June 9, 1779, we 
have not inserted here since in it Weiss informed the General 
of directions issued which had been mentioned in previously 
copied letters in the letter book. Four other letters of minor 
detail were sent from Camp New Windsor, one of which dated 
October 10th we reproduce in full, and another, dated October 
19th, we have inserted in part.] 


[Excerpt from a lengthy letter, page 105 of the letter book, to 
Col. John Cox, dated Camp Middle Brook, June 15, 1779] 


- . . I intend visiting my Family for a few Days and to join 
the Army by the Time the Stores may have got there, having given 
Mr. Tenbrook & Meng particular Instructions about the Stores. 


[To Col. Mitchell, dated Middle Brook, June 15, 1779, excerpt] 


. .. You must not wonder at the different Orders that may 
come from me in the Tent Markee & Portmanteau Way, ’tis enough 
to puzzle a Priest to know what an Army is constantly wanting 
and I shall always inform you what to forward on application 
made me. 

The Stockings I sent you were some of those that came early 
last Fall and a number of them proved Moth Eaten. If anything 
can be done with them ’tis well if not it matters nothing.?7 


[First letter from Camp Smiths Clove, to Col. Abeel, dated 
June 27, 1779] 


Sir, 
I arrived here yesterday Evening... 


... You may just do as you please in regard to the matter 
so as the Cloathing does but remain clear of Damages, or don’t 
become Moth-eaten of which I hope you will take the necessary 
precautions. 





** This was the last letter Weiss sent from Middle Brook. 
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[To Col. Udney Hay, dated Camp Smiths Clove, July 1, 1779] 


. . - Col*. Cox was here during my absence and left an Order 
for me to draw two hundred P*. Blankets out of the Clothing 
Store at Morris Town — Should be glad to know if you have been 
applying for any latterly as I am no ways particularly in want of 
them and can’t learn at Genk. Greens Quarters who or for what 
purpose they are intended at this Season of the Year — 


[Weiss informed Col. Mitchell on July 7, as to the blanket 
order — “Gen!. Green nor any here could inform me con- 
cerning the matter.”’] 


Camp Smiths Clove July 12%, 1779 
Dr. Sir, 


[...] to write you in regard to two matters — first is that if 
Colonel Hooper should quit the Department at Easton, to fix 
me there if possible, And second’. it would in my opinion be 
much better to have a Magazine erected for Q.M.Gen". Stores at 
such a place as Easton for the present Expeditions should there 
be a likelihood of carrying on the War another Campaign. 


As I have my young Family?8 seated in that Neighbourhood 
must therefore request Col°. Cox’s favours, should any thing of 
the kind turn up, that he thinks would be to mine and the pub- 
licks advantage. Col’. Hooper mayn’t probably quit the Service, 
and should that not be the case, I would by no means desire it 
while he continues — all that cause me to think he may is that 
he happened to say in my hearing he should only serve during 
this Campaign, but would not chuse it hinted to have come from 
me for the Friendship between us — I have now served the publick 
going on three years, and should esteem myself very happy if it 
was so that I could be of service and at the same time nearer home, 
as Mrs. Weiss is but of a tender weakly Constitution, and when 
I left her last was in a very poor State of Health. 


I once had a short Conversation with the General in the Spring 
—about having a Magazine erected at Easton, and to let me 
remain there and supply the Army from time to time, as might 
be requisite; he seemed to think it would be hurting of Col?. 
Abeel, and if it really appeared requisite and a suitable place why 
Cole. Hooper might not as well have the direction in that way, 


and seemed rather desirous that I should remain with the Army — 


* Weiss was twenty-eight years of age at the time, the father of four young 
children: Francis, born March 6, 1773: Rebecca, born April 9, 1774; Jacob, 
born August 18, 1775; and Thomas, born August 29, 1776. All were born 
in Philadelphia. 
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and [all ?] this I agree too, while things continue in their present 
situation, but should there be a change at Easton towards the close 
of the Congress, beg to be remembered on the Subject. The erect- 
ing of a Magazine which I am now proposing might be the means 
of having the Stores in a very respectable way throughout the 
Departments carried on with Ease Pleasure & satisfaction to both 
the QMGI. his Assistants and those at the different Posts, in the 
first place as I observed before the Army might be supplied by 
it from time to Time with just such Stores as were really necessary. 
And Secondly, it would always be an Asylum in case of particular 
Emergiencies to supply any part of our Army, as it now stands 
divided, which seems likely to be continued both Westward and 
this way. 


First of all — when there is a Superintendent properly appoint- 
ed on the foregoing Plan it ought to be in his power to know the 
State of Stores throughout the Army and Departments to be well 
acquainted in a measure about the constant demands to support 
the same, and secondly to keep a constant Store of suitable sup- 
plies, which ought to Centre either at the Magazine or other 
adjacent places, as the Business of the publick may require, by 
this means we should always be enabled to support our Cause, 
with greater Ease & satisfaction than heretofore —. 


The Returns for all Stores received and delivered ought to 
come under his direction and suitable persons out of the different 
Departments ought to be appointed to receive and deliver Stores 
in his behalf —so that one general return of the whole proceed- 
ings in that way might be obtained at any time from the Superin- 
tendent when acquired by either the QMG!. or &c. and would 
shew the true State of Affairs and save the QMGI. calling so often 
on the different Deputies for Returns which must be attended 
with infinite Trouble both to you and him. 


The Magazine would be a Check on all Contractors, and if I 
rightly understand you certainly want something done in that 
way — The Plan proposed with Col*. Abeel I suppose was intended 
on this manner — but I have always observed that either the Gen- 
eral or yourself had to see after these affairs and as your Business 
runs so very extensive, can’t but think it must be of great Incum- 
berance to each of you, which might have been remedied had the 
matters first been properly set on foot by Colonel Abeel agreeable 
to his Appointment for my part I have had much Trouble & 
perplexity in regard to the Stores, by calling for Returns and 
getting the Army provided with necessaries which I was obliged 
to gather from different places — Col®. Abeel knowing nothing of 
our Situation, and nevertheless still bearing the name of a Super- 
intendent Gen!. of Camp Equipage — pray, does he know how the 
Supplies of the Army stand? has he ever made it his Business 
to gather Brigade Returns throughout the Army? has he ever 
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wrote me that I must look to him for a general supply? or has 
he even been able to furnish me with such?, since the Commence- 
ment of the present QMGen!.? is there any Connection between 
him any of the Deputies or myself in regard to Stores, for my 
part I know not how to take him —& should conclude that if he 
had his limits properly pointed out, and was appointed to the Care 
& Examination of Tents, Tent making &c. with what Contracting 
Business he may be in, would be as much as he might cleverly go 
through, but to have too great a relyance on him for all these 
matters, and to have a glut of Stores Centring on him, some directed 
for one person and some for another, and he knowing nothing of 
our wants, makes me conclude Business will ever remain perplexed 
where it is carried on in that manner, and must certainly cause 
Confusion in accounts, when there comes to be a Settlement made, 
by their going thro’ so many Hands, Col*. Coxe as Contractor 
for Camp Equipage, might order as he thinks proper, but a 
superintendent should be appointed who knew and would study 
the wants of the Army, and ought to represent the situation of 
the same as often as possible to the QM". Gen’. or yourself, by 
this means you would then know, thro’ the state of his Stores, 
how to proceed in the Contracting way, — when the best supplies 
are likely to be got, and what Men serve the Publick best, Order 
the matter once to be set on foot, & see if it wont save infinite 
Trouble & expense, Should Col’. Abeel be esteemed a more suitable 
person than myself in regard to the foregoing Observations, I have 
nothing to say to the Contrary and am well satisfied in what way 
you may please to Continue me during my Services. All that I 
have to add, is that he appears to me not so agreeable, and con- 
clude that I should not be one of the happiest under him — Excuse 
my Freedom & believe these intentions are sincerely to serve both 
the Department & the publick 


From your Obed‘. Humb®. Servt.- 
JW. D.Q.MG!. 
(A lengthy postscript follows referring to Clothing, etc.) 


Cole. John Coxe 
A. Q. MG1. 


[From Camp Smiths Clove, July 10, 1779, to Col. Hay at Fish 
Kill, he wrote:] 


.. . I have herewith sent M*. Betts order for Payment being 
£ 1600 Pennsylvania Currency — which please to enclose P. Bearer 
Peterkiuber,. ax 
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[July 15 he informed Col. Hay at Fish Kill:] 


Yours with the Cash came safe to Hand P. Huber Waggoner, 
and have enclosed you a Receipt for the Amount, all right, which 
am much obliged to you for. 





[Writing from New Windsor, August 25, 1779, to Gustavus 
Reisbergh, Weiss noted, “I arrived yesterday at this place.” 
To pursue the business of his department Weiss travelled ex- 
tensively on horseback. “. .. M™. Weiss set out for Phil. last 
Week at which time he also wrote for Horse Shoes to you, . . ,” 
was inserted by Christopher Meng in a letter from the above 
location, dated July 29, about four weeks earlier, written to 
Colonel Abeel.] 


Camp New Windsor Sept’. 14t, 1779 
[To Col. James Abeel] 


... The Tents . .. are much wanted, and would have at least 
Three Hundred sent on as quick as possible — Should that Number 
not be at MorrisTown state the Case to Col®. Mitchell, & request 
him to send them on without delay with any Num". of Markees 
or Horsemans Tents that he may have on Hand... 


Any Horse Shoes that you may happen to send, let them be 
of a larger kind than latterly sent . . . As our Horses in general 
take very large Shoes . 


[To Col. Mitchell, dated Camp New Windsor, Sept. 14, 1779] 


Gen!. Greene wants some of the best Writing or Letter paper 
you possible can send him... . 


[To Colonel Hay, dated New Windsor, Sept. 15, 1779] 


I am vext about the Jar of Raisins not coming and have wrote 
Col*. Mitchell about their not being sent —I have since thought 
that in all probability they are come among the Stores sent you, 
which you will know when you come to open them. 


Camp New Windsor Sept". 27, 1779 
Sir, 

Inclosed you have a memorandum of the number of Shirts 
drawn for the use of your Company. I have also included in said 
Memorandum the Number of Shirts Shoes & Stockings that were 
delivered you or on your Order for Captain Lamb and Osbornes 
Companies, and want you to inform me what Proportion each 
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Company had, of those Articles, that they may be charged properly. 
There was none of the Cloathing for these Companies return’d 
in your Account, which on perusal you will find to be so. I have 
enclosed you likewise Copy of a Return taken from yours of the 
28". October last, and want you to enter each Mans Cloathing 
delivered by you for the Year 1778, and send me as soon as possible 
with your Return for the Year 1779 and a like Return with what 
number of Men you have supplied already for this Year to be 
done in the manner of the One enclosed .. . 


Yours, 
With Respect 


JW. D.Q.M.Gen!. 
Capt". J: Bruen 


[To Col. Baldwin, dated Camp New Windsor, Sept. 27, 1779] 


. . . We keep our Clothing Book separate from those of the 
other Stores issued. Should be glad you would please to desire 
that all Orders for Cloathing be made out separately from any 
other Returns or Orders sent to the Store. 


[Lo Col. Mitchell, dated Camp New Windsor, October 8, 1779] 


The Blankets & Hats are exceedingly wanted as I observed to 
you in my last, and am fearful the men will not be able to Con- 
tinue in the Service if they have not Covering. Shall therefore 
be glad to hear from you as quick as possible, and how you may 
be likely to Succeed, perhaps you may be able to procure as many 
Blankets from the Board of War as M'. Kemper received from me 
Vizt. Sixty Eight Pair as mentioned in my last to you. . 


Camp New Windsor October 10. 1779 
Sir, 

I enclose you Col*. Mitchells Letter, and would have you 
Observe what he says in regard to Blankets. I since wrote him in 
Answer to the same, requesting that they might be got if possible 
as the Men would Actually Suffer for want of them, tis probable 
he may have a Chance of procuring them and expect to hear from 
him in a few Days. 

Cole. Thompson W*MGenl. tells me there is a considerable 
Quantity of coarse Blue Woollens at the Clothing Store here, and 
judged it would be best to procure some of it—if possible for 
the Men in Case Blankets cannot be procured shortly. The Gen- 
eral perhaps will be able to determine upon something on the 
Occasion and should be glad for his Instructions. 
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As Chief of the Artificers and Teamsters are furnished with 
Cloathing and having Two Hundred and Thirteen Pt. Mens 
Leather Breeches just come on from Col. Mitchell, should like to 
know upon what Conditions they may be Issued. Some of the 
Artificers have not drawn their Complement of Breeches and 
would now of choice rather draw the Leather kind, and as a part 
of them have been furnished in the Cloth way, and are also 
desirous of Drawing Leather Breeches — should be glad that the 
General would Resolve upon some Plan for Issuing them and let 
me know. , 

As the Season approaches towards Winter Quarters [at Morris 
Town] I should like to know how the Gen!. determines for the 
Stores and materials necessary for Hutting in case it should come 
to that Business this Fall and if it would not be proper to write 
Cole. Abeel for a Return of the Articles necessary and to know 
the Situation & Order they are in— When the Books I left with 
the General are perused —I should be glad to receive them by 
some safe Hand —& remain 


With greatest Respect 
The Gen. most Obedt. Servant 


J.W: DQMGen'. 


Hont!e, Maj. Gen!. Greene 
Q.M.General 


[To Gen. Greene, dated Camp New Windsor, Oct. 19, 1779] 


...I1 am of Opinion it would not be amiss if the General 
was to have a Return made Out from each Brigade of the Articles 
now in Occupation, with the Remarks agreeable to the enclosed 
form, it would shew how they are exactly situated, and might be 
done against the first of next Month or sooner as may be thought 
best, and if agreed upon, I will be at pains of Writing the Quarter 
Masters and Col*. Hay. It may cause some Satisfaction and as 
Gen!. Sullivans Division is so near at Hand, a Return might be 
procured of Col®. Sheriff at the same time whereby we should be 
able to know how we stand in the Camp way — before the Tents 
in particular begin to be burnt, smoaked kc. & other Articles lost 
by the Time we got into Winter Quarters. 
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| Camp New Windsor Oct?. 26. 1779 
Dr. Sir, 

The Q.M.Gen!. is particularly desirous of knowing the Situation 
of Our Stores and Camp Equipage in the Army, by the first of 
November, now near at Hand, and has for that purpose requested 
my framing a General Plan for the Brigade Quarters Masters to 
govern themselves by. You «will therefore please to fill up the 
enclosed for your Brigade and see that the Return for General 
Muhlenbergs is also Compleated and sent me as quick as possible — 


I remain, With Respect 
Yours &c 


J:W: DQMG1 
N.B. Let your Return be 
signed & dated at the bottom 
as Customary & sent in to me 


Capt. Henry Young 


[To Colonel Cornelius Sheriff, dated Camp New Windsor, 
Oct. 26, 1779] 


I Congratulate you on your safe Return from the Western 
World, and with Successes your brave General [Colonel Brodhead’s 
expedition against the Senecas and Muncys up the Allegheny Valley 
with 600 men is undoubtedly referred to here] and his small Army 
has had through that Country against the Savages. 


November 29, 1779 


Copy of a Certificate sent Gustavus Reisberg Esq’. 


This Certifies That Eighteen Casks Tanners Oyl, were at the 
Valley Forge Mill, when I took direction of the Q.M.G*. Stores, 
which was in May 1778. And that one Pack of the above Number 
said to Contain Thirty Six Gallons was delivered one Mr. Bartholo- 
mew for publick use by an Order from the Q.M. Generals Office 
and was Receipted for to M'. Christopher Lodwick, who had the 
Case of said Oyl— That also seventeen Casks or Barrells making 
the Remainder of the said Eighteen were delivered by me to Col’. 
Cornelius Sheriff D.Q.M.General in June Following a few Days 
after our March from that place, Quantity whereof — was unknown. 


Jacob Weiss 
DQMGenl. 
Gustavus Reisberg Esq’. 
D.C.Gen!. of Issues 
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[While in Winter Quarters Weiss’s letter-writing evidently 
slowed down considerably. Between November 4, 1779, when 
he was still at New Windsor, and February 28, 1780, from 
Morristown none appear in the letter book, although on that 
latter date he referred to a letter he wrote Colonel Mitchell 
on the 13th of February. The men while in Winter Quarters 
turned to letter-writing and created a demand for paper, as 
noted in his letter to Mitchell.] 


. . . Paper we are entirely Out of, and Request that a supply 
may be immediately sent. The Call for that Commodity is likely 
to be very great in a few Days in the Army. . 


The Harness Leather and a Number of the Orderly Books, 
sent out lately prove to be very bad, and in all probability, shall 
have to Return them or a part — pray Order the Books made of 
a better Quality hereafter —. 


Morris Town March 6%. 1780 
Sir, 

I wrote you the 28. ult. for sundries by Post— and as Mr. 
Meng waits on you with this Letter, and knows what kind of other 
Stores are and may be wanting for the Army have to request, that 
whatever he may find necessary exclusive of such already wrote 
for, may be also forwarded —-The Common Mens Shoes, latterly 
sent Out, I omitted writing to you about in my last. I have about 
Three Hundred Pair on Hand but such miserable Truck that the 
Men will scarce draw them. The Soals are made of Green Leather 
& such as are obliged to wear them, have their feet constantly wet, 
and consequently their Lives are thereby Endangered. The Sewing 
of the Shoes are so very Wretched, that they Rip in the course 
of three or four Days wear —I therefore wish you to Order them 
of better Work and Quality in future — These Remarks are by 
Complaints made to me, and am under the disagreeable Necessity 
of stating the Case to you. Please to let One Hundred Pair good 
stout Shoes be sent out by first Stores coming, as I shall no doubt 
have to Return you part of those now on Hand. There has no 
Stores arrived yet since I left the City. I judge the badness of the 
Weather together with the Roads & crossing the Delaware have 
been the Occasion — The Article of Paper I shall be much plauged 
for, as we are very bare and wish you to send on a supply. In the 
mean while, I remain with much Respect 


Yours &c 


Jacob Weiss 
DQMG 
Cole, Jn°. Mitchell 
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[To Colonel John Mitchell, dated Morris Town March 19, 
1780] 


. . » I could wish you to send out twelve or fifteen p*e*. of Yard 
Wide Irish Linnens, such as formerly sold from three to 4 Shillings 
p®. Yard, as they are actually wanted, very much, and is General 
Greens particular request that the Officers be supplied. I omitted 
in my last Letter to request»your sending out, One Hundred Felt 
Hats for the Artificers & Hatters . . . Those French Cloths that 
came by wav of Sussex are such Miserable Truck that its scarce 
worth making up, & the Officers complain heavily against it. 


You will also please to send 60 Doz: of Coat and Vest Buttons 
suitable for Officers, whose Regimentals are Blue & Red and of 
Course they ought to be yellow Buttons. . 


I would remark that when you are getting Cloathing made 
up, for publick Service, that instead of Breeches let Overalls be 
substituted, which I find are Ordered by a certain Resolve of 
Congress passed in March last — and appear to be of most Service 
to the Men and whatever Clothing may be made hereafter, please 
to Order the Work well done and the Buttons in particular be 
well sewed, which is a Complaint the Men have against their 
Cloathing, and alledge it to the Rascality of your Taylors. 


[There are no letters entered between March 19, 1780 and 
September 7, 1780. Weiss reserved seventeen blank pages at 
this point and may have intended to copy correspondence at a 
later time. It is quite likely he wrote few letters during this 
period. The major campaigns of the war had moved to the 
south with the surrender of Charleston in May, the Battle of 
Camden in August, and the Battle of King’s Mountain in 
October. Also by this time he had made his formal suggestion 
for transfer from the continental or federal service to the Penn- 
sylvania State service at Easton, for which transfer he thanked 

- Colonel Miles, as noted in the following letter. The spring 
and summer months of 1780 may have been a period of de- 
served quiet for him.] 


Camp near Hackensack Septt. 7, 1780 
Sir, 

Your favour of the 25 ultimo only came to hand this day. I 
wish you could have known of my being at Camp, so as to have 
directed to me here, immediately from Philad®. — 

I return you thanks for your friendship in offering me the 
Post at Easton, and shall accept of the appointment for North- 
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ampton County, in the State way — I have General Greens per- 
mission to retire in consequence of your letter and shall leave 
Camp next day after tomorrow for Easton, and go by way of 
Morris ‘Town. | 
I am very Respectfully 
Sir 
~ Your Most Obt. Servt. 


Jacob Weiss 
Colonel Sam!. Miles DQM 


Easton 13s. Sept. 1780 *° 
Sir, 

I wrote you the 7 inst. by express from Camp in answer to 
yours of the 25 ult®. and rec?. yours likewise of the 2 of Sept’. 
with a Copy of your It. Letter inclosed, and warrant impowering 
me to act for this County, which I have accepted and hope my 
letter came to hand—JI arrived here yesterday and have been 
making myself acquainted in some measure with the matters rela- 
tive to this department, as soon as I have Receip‘. for the Stores 
shall transmit you a Return of the same. I now enclose you Copy 
of a Return Certifyed to General Greene just about the time of 
his Resignation, by which you will partly see the number of Stores, 
with the Buildings &c then remaining in the district under the care 
of Col. Hooper. 


| Should you think proper I wold also hold an oppointmt. for 
Bucks provided an additional pay could be allowed having once 
acted for part of that County under Gen! Mifflin in his time — 
I wish to have your Instructions as early as possible in regard to 
the pay, and hire of such person that may be found necessary 
for the department. and expect you will furnish me with money 
to Conduct the Business Properly — 


Should any considerable quantity of Stores Center at this post, 
it would be necessary to have a small Guard Stationed here if 
possible, perhaps a Sergeants Guard of Invalids from Colonel 
Nicholas’s choar might be obtained for that purpose if required 
hereafter. — 

I am with Much Respect 
Sir Your Very Hum. Serv‘. 


Jacob Weiss — 
Colonel Sam!. Miles DQM 





The first of 92 letters datelined “Easton.” Fourteen months earlier from 
Camp Smiths Clove he had expressed his desire for transfer to Easton. 
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Easton [ ]. Septt. 1780 
Sir, | 


You will receive herewith by Jacob Yale Waggon Cond. one 
Brigade consisting of 


12 Waggons with covers compleat 
48 Waggon horses with Gears compleat 
96 Baggs 


for which you will please to send me a Receipt — these horses are 
part of those you sent on here which Col’. Deshler?° received and 
receipted to you for, you will please to return all the Baggs to 24 
as they are much wanted for the teams transporting grain from 
this post. the waggoners are to return 


Yours in Hastfe] 
Jacob Weiss ADQM 31 
Col’. James Abeel DQMG. 


Easton 2 Oct". 1780 
Sir, 

I have herewith sent you by Jacob Yale WCond*. nineteen 
public horses which you will please to have recruited in good 
pasture if possible. Mr. Yale may assist you in getting the waggons 
collected so as to have the horses off our hands as early as possible. 
I should be glad to know what success you have had towards 
getting them repaired —I understand waggons are much wanted 
at Camp, so that you will expedite the Business and am with 


Respect 
Sir your Most Obt. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 


Colonel Kreider 


® This is the earliest mention of Colonel David Deshler in these letters. Note 
the references to his services in the subsequent letters. For an excellent 
biographical account, see “Colonel David Deshler, Allentown's First Citizen,” 
by Helen Wittman Kohl and John Young Kohl, Lehigh County Historical 
Society, Proceedings, XV, 1946. 

* This is the first signature as Assistant Deputy Quartermaster. 
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Easton 4% Oct. 1780 
Sir, 

I rec’. yours of this day and am sorry it is not in your power 
to undertake the Business proposed. You will please to pay atten- 
tion to those horses now under your care, which I sent in conse- 
quence of your promising to serve and until I can provide other- 
wise -- I am going immediately to see them Billited over the Saucon 
— I shall see M'. Gray respect’. the teams, and shall send you word 
again, if there is no doing with out them. — I was at Bethlehem 
yesterday, but you was gone before I could arrive —I return you 
thanks for your friendship, and you will hear from me immedi? 
on my return from the horses. — 


-I am Sir your Hum!. Serv‘. 


J Weiss ADQM 
Colon!. Conrad Kreider WMG. 


Easton 4% Oct. 1780 
Sir, 

In consequence of your Offers of friendship I have to request 
you will use your utmost exertions in getting the waggons now at 
Mr. Lerchs put in repair so as to have them fitted up immediately 
for Camp. You will also receive from Colonel Deshler all the 
Continental horses #2 he may have on hand and have them billited 
out where there may be good pasturage found—I will also see 
those persons paid to whom you may Certify accounts on this 
occasion, with the first money that comes to hand. 


I am very respectfully 
Sir your Hum!. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col. Philip Boehm 





"The attention paid to the care of horses as expressed in many of the letters 
which follow is readily understood when one recalls that all during the war 
there was never an adequate supply of them. Note John Marshall's statement: 
“The want of engineers, artillery, and cavalry, constituted an additional 
defect in the structure of the army, which was seriously felt. During the 
campaign of 1775 and 1776, there existed but one regiment of artillery, no 
corps of engineers, and not a single troop of horse. Among the militia of 
Connecticut there were indeed a few cavalry; but the expense attending the 
maintenance of their horses prevented their being employed in the first in- 
stance; and, when they were taken into service, it was soon perceived that 
without better horses than could be furnished by militia men, the duties 
required from them could not be performed.” (Marshall, op cit., IIL, 55, 
1805 edition.) 
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Easton 5% October 1780 
Sir, 

I have Certified that you have rendered me a return of Issues 
in the Forage way, with receipts from the 4" of Sept’. last, to the 
224 of Oct". this month; which with a Return of Forage rece‘. at 
this post, and also sent you; and by your issues up to the 4™. of 
Sept’. will shew the total amount to correspond with your purchases 
—you will issue, nor take no receipts for Forage issued but in 
my name hereafter, and that only; for the Contin!. Teams on their 
way from Reading &c to this place. Officers Traveling, cannot draw 
but at the destined posts, such as Reading and those places pointed 
out by the Commander in Chief —I have signified to M*. Jennings 
how the receipts must be taken, and should you find an absolute 
necessity for furnishing Forage at any time to expedite public 
Business, you will see to have the receipts lodged with me by the 
close of every week, that they may be entered in my Return of 
Issues — this mode will save expence in hireing a person to see 
the business done, which I think unnecessary at present —I am 
much in want of a Supply of hay, and beg you will furnish me 
with several loads as early as possible. I shall see to get the horses 
off your hands by tomorrow or next day — I have been disappointed 
by Col°. Kreider he has declined taking the horses in charge. 


I am with Respect 
Sir Your Most Obt. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Colonel Deshler C of Purch’. 


Easton 6 Oct?. 1780 
Sir, 

In consequence of your letter of the 4 inst. I went over to 
Sauccon, and shall have the horses Billited among the Farmers, and 
the waggons repaired — I have just returned and rec’. yours of the 
6 inst. am much obliged to you for the trouble you have been at — 
and as it dont suit you to take charge of the horses — I have agreed 
with Mr’. John Lerch to take them off your hands — any expences 
that might have attended — shall see paid, and remain with much 
Respect 

Sir your Very Hum. Servt. 


J.W ADQM 
Col’. Kreider WMG 
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7 Easton 6% October 1780 
Sir, 

If Colonel Boehm should not arrive at Allentown in the Morn- 
ing, you will please to have all the Continen'. horses sent to him — 
I am sorry it has not been in my power to get them off your hands 
before this time. Col*. Kreider whom I expected would have taken 
charge of them sent me word that he could not undertake the 
Business in consequence of which I was obliged to make interest 
with Col*. Boehm, to see them Billited among the Farmers, in 
Upper Sauccon —I also expect to have all the Waggons repaired 
by the latter end of next week 


I am Sir Your 
Hum!, Serv‘. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col*. Deshler C.P. 


Easton 7 October 1780 
Sir, 

I am desired to request you will make your best exertions to 
get all the waggons repaired as quick as possible — to have all the 
wheels taken from Mr. Lerchs to your house — the horses also from 
Cole. Deshlers— There is two waggoners sent from this to take 
some of the Broken down waggons, to the Smiths you first spoke to. 


I am Sir Your Hum Ser 
for Jacob Weiss ADQM 


: Nat. Wright 
Col°*. Philip Boehm 


Easton 14 Oct". 1780 
Sir, 

His excellency Governor Read [Joseph Reed] on his tower thr’o 
this County, thought proper to order the British Prisoners of War 
under the care of Doctt. Ledlie at this place, to be collected and 
sent off to Reading —I was also directed to Receive and forward 
them to you, for which purpose I have inclosed you a Return 
of their Names and Number sent under the care of Sergeant Lewis 
Knouse, who has his instructions to deliver them to you, and by 
whom you will please to send a Receipt when delivered. — Inclosed 
I have sent you copies of two notes of hand given (Viz) Mr". I. L. 
Youngbergh & M*. Maring,) by Leut. Frederick Burghoff one of 
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the German prisoners that was Billited at Nazareth in the Spring 
of 79 (each note payable in three weeks) and as these Gentlemen 
are both friends of mine, and have been very much disappointed 
by Mr. Burghoffs non performance — have to request your influence 
in procuring the money if possible, — or see to make Stoppages for 
such amount, before an exchange may take place for said officers — 
in doing of which you will likewise oblige 


Sir Your Most Obt. 
Hum Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col*. Henry Haller 
D.C.P. 


Easton 18 Oct. 1780 
Sir, 

I now send you Alex'. Allen a prisoner of war that was taken 
at Stony point with his wife and two Children, on the 16 day 
of July 1779. he tells me he is of Col. Campbells 71 Regiment 
of highlanders; and promise[s} upon the honour of a Soldier, to 
deliver him self up to you. there was 13 Prisoners sent you 
under the care of Sergeant Knouse (Viz, (including John Champbell 
as one) who just came in as the Guard was going off — his Regiment 
you know and when taken. 


I am with Respect 
Sir your Most Ob. Sert. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col!. Henry Haller DCP. - 


Easton 18 Oct. 1780 
Sir, 

Yours of the 5 inst. I only rect. on Friday — the horses in this 
County are near 70 on hand, 20 of which I rec‘. from Jersey 
about the Ist. of this month—TI expect to have the waggons re- 
paired so as to send of a Brigade this week with Flour for the 
army when this Brigade is gone. I will inform you of the situation 
of those horses Remaining —I have inclosed you an Estimate of 
Supplies that was fixed by the Magistrates of this County on 
thirsd’. last, and which they are to procure by the 20 of next 
month —I made it my Business to meet them on this occasion — 
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Col!. Deshler I believe has not furnished 100 Barrels Flour since 
his appointment, & the business in the purchasing way goes on 
very Slowly —we have no Flour or Provision on hand but what 
this Brigade will be able to carry off. — There has been near 300 
Barrells of flour sent from this post, since the 1st. of Augt., part 
of which had been sent here from Lancaster and York Town — 
several Brigades with Flour, &c have gone through this place that 
was directed for Morris Town, of which I make no account — I 
have had one load of Flour left here, sent over from Col!. West 
ADQMGenl. late Colonel Hoopers department from Greenwich 
(New Jersey) and take it to be a part of Messt*. Leverin, Mills & 
Companys purchasing of Philadelphia. — I conclude that by such 
plan adopted with the Magistrates as P inclosed Estimate — there 
would be more supplies, if there was money to pay the people. 


The Waggon Master of this County has been with me con- 
cerning the pay of a Number of Teams that was called out to haul 
Provisions, several weeks before my commencement Should be 
glad to know if they are to receive pay from me, and when it will 
be in your power to supply me with money. Unless Forage and 
Rations can be supplied the teamsters from Reading to last them 
as far as this place, I shall be under the necessity of fixing a Person 
at Allen Town for the purpose of Issuing Forage — which I would 
rather avoid if Possible — I have no conveniency for weighing Hay 
at this post, and judge it would be of infinite service to the public 
to have a machine erected, so as to weigh the Hay when it comes 
in, if you approve of it I will see to have one erected and am with 
much 

Respect Sir Your Most Obt. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col'. Sam!. Miles DQM 


Easton 20 Oct. 1780 
Sir, 

This serves to inform you that I hold an appointment as 
Quarter Master for this County — M'. Dunn waited on me yester- 
day, with an Order directed to Col!. Deshler, for four Continental 
horses — Colonel Deshler acts only as a Commissary of Purchases, 
and our branches of Business are quite separate from each other — 
all horses Camp Equipage, Forage, teams and Quarter Master Stores 
in General are to be drawn from me, so that in future, you will 
k[nJow how to direct in those matters. — M*. Dunn has drawn, 
four Public horses, four Pack Saddles, two Blind Bridles, two 
Rope halters & two Bells with Straps, for which he has Receipted, 
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and have charged them to you — you will please to send me your 
order for the delivery of the horses &c, by a Suitable Opportunity 
any time hence — Should be glad to hear the news Stirring your 
way when its convenient — 

Your &c. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col, Henry Greiger 


Easton 20%, Oct". 1780 
Sir, 

Should you find it necessary to furnish the teams coming out 
from Reading, or from that course with Forage, you will please 
to let the Receipt’. be taken agreeable to the Instructions now sent 
in my name — unless they are taken in this manner specifying for 
what use, where going, for what number of horses and number of 
days —I cant pretend in future to settle for any vouchers of your 
Issues — nor will Colonel Miles or Col*. Morgan undertake to do 
it, nor even accept such Returns in my opinion, particular such as 
are delivered. I am astonished to think that M?. Deshler your son in 
Jaw has not paid more attention to the department in making 
it his endeavours to have the Business conducted properly — Let 
the Receipts be taken on 1/3 part of a Sheet of paper so that they 
appear decent, and at the close of every week I will receipt to 
you for the total amount of your Issues. I have delivered you 
already the Resolve for furnishing Forage which you will pay 
regard to and am 

Sir your Very Humé. Serv*t. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
David Deshler Pere Cer 


Easton 24 Oct. 1780 

Sir, | 
I have sent under the care of Jacob Yale WCond. twelve public 
teams with tackling Pr‘. Invoice enclos’d, made up of the worn 


down horses that were sent here in the month of Sept’ for recruit- 
ing, the waggons I also send had fitted up, being some of those 
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that were on hand when Col®. Hooper quit the departt.33 There 
are about 20 horses still remaining 1n this County some of which 
I purpose selling next week by order of Col®. Miles, as they will 
be of little service to the army this Campaign 


I am with much Rest. Your 


Cole. T. Pickering QMG ~ J. Weiss ADQM 


Easton 318* Oct. 1780 
Sir, 

I have enclos’d you a Return by which you will see the Stores 
drawn from Anthony Lerch, John Lerch & Lawrence Good — the 
above part of said Return will shew the tackling necessary for 
Twelve four horse teams—some articles you rec?. over run the 
complement necessary to compleat such a Brigade — and some are 
short which I suppose you have supplied M*. Yale with. It will 
be necessary therefore for you to add the articles you so furnished 
necessary for equiping said Brigade, which will shew how matter 
stands, and enable me to settle in the returns now making out 
for the Q.MGens. department. I have inclosed you a Certificate 
likewise for the forage Receipt that young M®. Deshler deliv’. me 
in your absence. I gave him a Certificate but find it dont corespond 
after reading over the Receipt’. here with M*. Wright which you 
will find by comparing the inclosed List of Forage with the orig- 
inal. I was looking over the Receipts for the horses you Rec?. & 
Issued and cant make them corespond, in the first place, was the 
76 horses sent Col®. Abeel all of Colonel Kreiders Purchase, and 
were the 108 horses sent by Col®. Abeel to you, all Rec’. or what 
part did you Receive. Inclose me a list of what Contin!. Stores you 
may have on hand, and what you have delivered Col*. Boehm — 
at whose house I should be glad to see you on thursday to settle 
those affairs 

I am with Respect 
Sir your very 
Huml. Servt 


Col*. David Deshler : jw 
CP. ADQM 


* Two years earlier, Congress had inquired whether ox teams might not replace 
horse teams for hauling supplies. Aware of the shortage of horses for the 
service, as well as their expense, Congress on September 12, 1778, passed a 
resolution: “That the quarter master general be directed to consult with the 
Commander in Chief, whether a reduction of the stationary teams cannot be 
made consistently with the good of the service, or whether ox teams cannot, 
in the present seat of war, be substituted in a great measure for horse-teams; 
and if General Washington shall be of opinion that both or either of these 
measures are advisable, that the quarter master general take measures for 
carrying the same into execution, in such manner as shall be deemed most 
consistent with the good of the army, and a regard to public OEconomy.” 
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Easton 1 November 1780 
Sir, 

The Quarter Master General will probably send in the course 
of a few days a considerable Number of public horses to be wintered 
in this County. The State Quarter Master Colonel Samuel Miles 
has also requested me to make myself acquainted in time, with 
what Number may be conveniently taken in by the Farmers for 
wintering, and to inform him as early as possible to this purpose 
as several of the Magistrates are now here assembled. I thout it 
advisable to consult you on this occasion—and to request that 
you will make influence with such of the Gentlemen that may be 
present to assist me on this occasion—and to inform those that 
may be absent of the necessity there is in having their help like- 
wise on this important occasion. If the Magistrates can but inform 
me of what number of horses may be proportioned to their several 
districts, it will be of Infinite service to the public, and save much 
unnecessary expence in employing persons to go through the County 
Billiting those horses on the people unawares 


I am Sir your most Ob. St. 


| J. Weiss ADQM 
Thomas Syllamon Esq. 


Easton 3 Nov. 1780 
Sir, 

I have a number of public horses sent me from Camp, and was 
ordered to have such as appear young and worth wintering to be 
sent in to the Country for that purpose, and as now near 50 or 
60 on hand for sale, have concluded to send you the best among 
the drove, which you may examine, and if worth wintering, you 
will please to have it done. It will be best for such as you may 
think proper to put out, to have them sent further back in the 
Country, as we may expect a considerable number to be sent us 
shortly from the army, and which was the Reason of my sending you 
these to make room for those to come — should you think proper to 
send the horses beyond Reading, you will please to let these men 
Return, and employ fresh hands for that purpose, and pay such 
Reasonable expence as M'. John Waggoner may Certify to the 
people on this occasion in your district. 


I am Respectfully 
Sir your very Humb. Serv*. 


J.W. ADQM 
Rich*. Miles ADQM 
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Allen Township 11 Nov. 1780 
Sir, 
I have just rec’. yours by express with 5 letters enclosed which 
I shall see to have conveyed to the persons to whom directed by 
first Opportunity as you request. I have been this day engaged in 
the sale of the worn down public horses sent to this County and 
have about 16 still on hand, would only make mention that I 
purpose holding another vendue on the 25 inst. to get rid of those 
Remaining & not worth wintering, and if the QMGenl. has any 
in Camp he would wish to have disposed off it would be well to 
have them sent in time for that purpose, and should be glad you 
would inform me immediately hereupon — 


Yours, 
J. Weiss ADQM 
Rich*. Platt DQM 


Easton 13 Nov'. 1780 
Sir, 

I enclos’d you a Copy of His Excellency the presidents orders 
respecting Mt. Oliphants drawing Rations and Forage, it appears 
that he has been dismissed some time ago, by M*. Henry under 
whom he had acted, you will please to furnish me with a Return 
of what Forage he has drawn that I may have that, with the 
Rations collected and sent to M*. Henry agreeable to His Excel- 
lencys Order — You will also Issue no Forage untill you may re- 
ceive further instructions — | 


I am Sir your Most 
Obt. Hum!. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col*. Deshler C.P. 
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Philad*, 9 Nov. 1780 
Sir, 

Mr. Henry ** of Lancaster informs me that Mt. Oliphant who 
had the care of the shoe factory has been discharged some time 
ago — of course his Rations Forage &c ought to have ceased. You 
will therefore stop them & furnish Mt. Henry with the account of 
what he has drawn this 6 Months past, that he may be charged 
therewith — 

I am Sir Your 
Very Hum. Servt. 


Jos. Reed Presid. 
David Deshler Esq. C.P. 


Easton 13 Nov. 1780 
Sir, | 
It appears by the inclos’d Copy of his Excellency president 
Reeds letter that you are not to draw Rations or Forage. Col?. 
Deshler is also to furnish me with a Return of what Forage you 
have so drawn, and should you have no new instructions authoriz- 
ing you to act in the Hide department, it would be as well for 
you to deliver up such public Stores as you may have in care. 


I am Sir Your Hum. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Mr. Oliphant 


Easton 14 Nov. 1780 
Sir, é' 

‘ Inclosed you have 4 Letters exclusive of mine, you will please 
to forward the one to Col®. Miles and the others for M'. Morstallar 
by first safe opportunity —I would advise your getting a Couple 
of waggons fitted up suitable to haul 7 or 800 Staves at a time 
from Col°’. Kreider, or the Mountains, there are a Number of 
wheels at Colonel Boehms, and by haveing large Bodys put to 
them, thay may do twice the Service. Col*. Boehm will let you 
have the Wheels, and likewise have the waggons fitted up, on your 
applying to him. I wish to see a supply of Hay brought to this 
place as soon as possible and am 


Sir Your Very Hum!. Servt. 
J. Weiss ADQM 
Col*. Deshler CP. | 


* William Henry was issued a warrant on the treasurer for $80,000, “advanced 
bd the’ application of the Board of War and Ordnance, for the payment 
of leather, accoutrements and shoes for the army, and the repairing of 

arms...” This payment was ordered by Congress at its session on February 

19, 1779, and the above mention of Mr. Henry in November, 1780, indicates 


the extent of his business in the war effort. 
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Easton 16 Nov'. 1780 
Sir, 

I inclose you a Copy of letter from Mr. Blair Comms. at Morris- 
town, and should be glad you would inform me what flour you 
have on hand, and what number of Teams are wanted to transport 
the same from Allentown to Morris Town, and if teams are want- 
ing on your part, you will please to apply to Colonel Kreider 
immediately to Supply you, that the Flour may be got on before 
the Roads are bad, if you should think it necessary, I would write 
Mr’. Blair, to have the teams returning from Morris Town to fetch 
empty Barrells — 

I am Sir your Hum. Sert. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col!. David Deshler 


Easton 17 Nov. 1780 
Sir, 

I enclose you a Return of the Stores said to be rec‘. by you 
from Anthy. Lerch, John Lerch & Lawrence Good. I have also 
Returned the Stores that Mr. Yale has drawn for the use of the 
Brigade that went from Allentown for Camp — You will please 
to examine the Returns and set down the Stores you furnished 
to make up the compliment of M*. Yales Brigade which will shew 
how the account stands, and what Stores there are still remaining 
in your hands — agreeable to the returns you must have the fol- 
lowing Stores on hand Vz. 


[nineteen items are listed, mostly harness and wagon items, 
and particularly “14 Bruch Bands” which item suggests Penn- 
sylvania German influence in the word “Bruch’] 


All these matters you will please to have properly Stated in 
the seturg lo. . 


[The addressee was omitted, but the letter was undoubtedly 
to Deshler] 
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Easton 2 Dect. 1781 [1780]% 


This Certifies that Colonel David Deshler Comy. of Purch®. for 
Northampton County has this day delivered a Return of Forage 
Issued at Allentown with Receipts from N°. 1 to 44 containing 
one hundred ninety nine and a half Bushels Chopt Rye, Seventy 
three and a half Bushels Chopt Buck wheat Forty nine & 3/4 
Bushels Oats, five Bushels Cut Straw, two hundred and fifty eight 
Bundles Straw and Five tons seven hundred three Quarters and 
Four pounds of Hay being Issued from the Ist. day of Oct*. 1780 
to the 1*t. of Dect. both days included. 


J. Weiss ADQM 


Easton 5th Dect. 1780 
Sir, 

I herewith send you Forty public horses such as appear young 
and worth wintering. I could wish you to put them out for that 
purpose, to be kept on Hay with direction to those persons in 
whose care they may be, that they dont at first overfeed them for 
they are exceedingly reduced, and of course particular attention 
must be given, so that they recover by degrees, or otherwise they 
are soon worstett. Ihe magistrates in Such of the townships 
wherein you may think most proper to billit them, will aid, and 
assist you on this occasion, if necessary by your application to them; 
I suppose you will be able to keep the greatest part at your own 
Stable, and in case you should find it dificult procuring Hay, you 
may if need requires it, only apply to Colonel Deshler Commissary 
of purchases, who is hereby requested to furnish you, anything 
otherwise wanting I beg you will see to have done, and you will 
in the course of a few [days] report to me the number that appear 
worth wintering —I will see all reasonable accounts answered and 
remain for the present. 

Sir your Hum. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
[John Lerch, Allen Township] 


* This is the second time Weiss errs in the dateline. On page 177 of the letter- 
book he entered the date of President Reed’s order as 1781. There are other 
evidences of haste in entering the letters. His penmanship and his spelling 
are not as meticulous nor uniform as in his earlier entries, although there 
is still beauty and legibility in the penmanship. 
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Easton 5 Dect. 1780 
Sir, 

You are to proceed with Forty public horses and deliver them 
unto Mt. John Lerch in Allen township, you will be very carefull 
not to drive them fast, and as you will hardly be able to arrive at 
Mr. Lerch tonight, you must seg to procure Hay and stabling for 
them, for which those persons who may furnish you shall be paid 
and I will see the accounts answered, when you are about to feed 
them it must be with hay only and that given them very sparingly 
at a time or they will be all knock’d up 


Jacob Weiss ADQM 
Mr. Lewis Knouse 


[Letters similar in content to the preceding follow, dated 
December 5, 1780. The first is directed to Paul Reisor who is 
to proceed with public horses to Colonel Philip Boehm in 
Lower Saucon. The second letter is to Colonel Boehm in- 
forming him of the horses being sent to his care.] 


. . . I hope you will see to have them all stabled immediately, 
untill they recover somewhat. I hope you have been carefull to 
send advertisements on the different Roads respecting the sale of 
horses tomorrow — I shall be at your [Boehm’s] house this evening, 
or early in the morning, to attend the sale at Mt. Groses. 


In a letter to Jacob Murry, Esq., dated Easton, Dec. 8, 1780, 
e states that he has sent sixteen horses to be wintered among 
farmers and that he is] 


. under the necessity of dispatching them from this place 
immediately for want of Forage. 


Easton 8 Dec. 1780 
Sir, 

I have herewith sent you Twenty public horses, all young and 
such as the Quarter Master General wishes to have wintered. | 
shall esteem it as a very particular if you would please to have 
them Billited in your district, upon the best terms you possibly 


can, so that they may be rendered serviceable in the spring. I 
should be glad if I could have come to you upon the occasion, but 
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time just now will not permit me, however I shall endeavour to 
see you the latter end of next week, and beg that in the meantime, 
you will please to use your utmost endeavours in having them put 
out in such places where they will be taken best care off — and | 
will see the people righted in regard to payment I should be glad 
to know if there might be more horses billited in Upper Milltord 
without making too great a stress upon the Farmers. 


J.W. DQM 
Fredt. Leinback Esq. 


Easton 9 Dect. 1780 
Sir, 

Mr. Turner DWMaster with a number of Public horses on his 
way to Lancaster County, will want about three Tons of Good 
hay for their use, the horses will be at allentown this night or in 
its Vicinity, it will be necessary that you inform the bearer hereof 
how far the horses may come, so as to be furnished with the above 
quantity of hay, for which purpose he waits on you before hand, 
that the hay may be got in readiness and which I beg you may 
Supply without fail as the horses were scant last night. 


Yours 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Col*. David Deshler 


[The next letter, which we have omitted, instructs Theophilus 
Foulke to accept twenty eight horses, which he sent under 
care of Lewis Knouse.] 


Easton 14t8 Dec. 1780 
Sir, 


There are about one hundred horses now on their way towards 
Reading of Major Coldclugh to be wintered and it will be neces- 
sary that you send some person if possible with the bearer who 
waits on you with this to see the horses furnished with provender 
or to give him such Instructions where to procure it when they 
get on to Bucks County. The Quarter Master General is of opinion 
that Maxatany, and Oley, will be the sutablest Counties to have 
them billited at among the Farmers and Major Coldclugh purposes 
halting at M'. Lavuns in Maxatany to receive your Orders respect- 
ing their being billited in and about that neighbourhood. If you 
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have appointed any person this side Reading to assist on such like 
occasions I should be glad to know that I may in future be able 
to direct accordingly — and am with much Respect 


Sir your Very Hum Servt. 


_ J. Weiss ADQM 
Rich*. Miles esq) ADQM = * 


Easton 21 Dect. 1780 
Sir, 

I have to request you will employ three or four Boats upon the 
most reasonable terms you possibly can to transport wood by 
water from Mr’. Henerys Plantation or landing, any persons you 
may likewise engage on this occasion shall be paid by me. I rely 
on your getting them on the best conditions for the public your 
own expences shall also be paid by 


Sir your Very Hum. Ser. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Mr. John Herring 


Easton 234 Dec. 1780 
Sir, 

I réc’d yours respecting the Buildings in Northampton and 
refer you to the Return of the number that I enclosed you some- 
time ago. I am of opinion that they will be all wanted yet a while 
excepting the one at Colonel Kreiders, which I believe he means 
to Settle with Colonel Hooper for. I would not recommend the 
selling of any of the rest untill we see how the times alter. I find 
they can all be made use of, those at allentown are occupied by 
Colonel Deshler. There has been a considerable number of public 
horses arriv’d at this place within these three weeks past, very much 
reduced, some are sent on to Berks, some to Maxatany, some to 
Oley, some to Lancaster County, and a part remains with me. The 
chief of those that have been left with me were exceedingly re- 
duced, and a considerable number very old, there was about 20 
died in the course of 4 or 5 days after they had arriv’d at this 
place, and several more died out on the Farms, where they hap- 
pened to be billited, though the best attendance were given, but 
believe it to be owing to their hard keeping at Camp, and on their 
way here. I thought it advisable to sell off all such as appeared 
very old & reduced & that I concluded could not stand the winter, 
which was likewise Col*. Pickerings direction to me. I have had 
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six sales at different places, copies of which I will transmit you 
some time next week. I have forwarded all the Flour to about 
25 Barrels left at this post, and the Forage as it comes in, out of 
the Country — the movement of supplies from Lancaster, Reading 
and York Town, are very slow, and am sorry to find it so, the 
Chief of what has been sent to Morris and Pitts Town has gone 
from this County, and shall be under the necessity of drawing 
money to pay the acc's. for waggon hire, and in the course of 
a week or ten days, and should be glad to know when I may send 
or call for about £ 1000 which suppose will help me to make head © 
way with the Northampton people. 


I am with much Respect 
Sir Your Very Hum. Ser*. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Cole. Sam!. Miles DQM 


Easton 23 Dec. 1780 
Sir, 

I was fully bent on coming to see you this day, but I find I 
must leave it till the middle of next week, I have had so many 
people on my hands, since you was here that I find it impossible 
to get away yesterday, it being Court time, and today the Pris- 
oners are about going off; so that you will have patience with 
me, and do, and order the best you can for the horses on the 
public acct., and I will see you righted; I sett up last night writing 
all my circumstances to Colonel Miles DQM for this State, and 
make no doubt but I shall meet with good encouragement from 
him for my labour on this occasion respecting the horses. 


I am with much Respect 
Sir your Hum Serv‘. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Mr. John Lerch 


Easton 4‘ Jany. 1781 

Sir, | 
General Knox wrote me some time ago to have all the Military 
Stores and Artillery at this place under the care of Mr. Pervin 
Cond. of Military Stores — removed to Philadelphia and I concluded 
it would be most proper to have them transported by water, to 
save the expence of land carriage, and as we have had no swell in 
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the River till lately, and the weather appearing favourable, have 
engaged three Boats to take the Stores down, and must beg when 
they arrive at Philad*. that you will please to advance Mt. White 
Thirty pounds State money, or other money equivalent taking his 
Receipt on my Account. I beg it as a very particular favour that 
you will see Mt. White in so much money, before he leaves Town, 
or I may never pretent to employ them again, unless they meet 
with so much success from your hands, or paid by Colonel Flowers’s 
department, which you will please to see too — you will please to 
order them Rations and half a pint of rum each P. day, which 
I am informed is the customary allowance P day when found — 
on which terms I have engaged them and am very respectfully 


Sir your Very Hum Serv*t. 
J. Weiss ADQM 
Cole. Sam!. Miles DQM 


Easton 4 Jan’. 1781 
D«. Sir, 


Yours of the 29'. ultimo came to hand this day, and I am 
now transporting the military stores that were under the care of 
Mr. Pervin at this place to Philad*.; by water, which is at the 
request of General Knox. The want of Cash to pay for transporting, 
prevents my getting the Iron to Philad?.— which you request me 
to forward, and unless Colonel Miles can advance Mr. White who 
has charge of these boats the money I request him, which is but 
£ 30 State or other money to that amount equivalent. I know not 
how to engage them again, can you see this money advanced in 
Such case, if it should not be done by Colonel Miles. I shall take 
it very kind, for which purpose M*. White will wait on you with 
this, and it will be a means of encouraging him hereafter to con- 
tinue the Boats for transporting the Iron you mention, and like- 
wise the pig Iron lying at Philipsburgh opposite to this place, 
of which there is a considerable quantity, and it would be well 
to have it away by the Spring — Any service I can add shall be 
chearfully done and am with Much Respect ) 


Sir Your Very Hum Serv‘. 
J.W. ADQM 
Maj’. Sam!. Hodgdon DCMS 
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. Easton 9 Jan’. 178] 
To Whom it may concern 

The bearer Christopher Hevener having faithfully as a public 
team driver from the 8. of JanY. 1780 to this present time and 
being discharged is permitted to pass to Reading Berks County 
unmolested and to deliver up the horse he has in Charge to the 
Q Master when he here arrives he has drawn 3 days Ration at 
this place. 

J.W. ADQM 


Easton 15 Jan’. 1781 
Sir, 

Colonel Miles the Deputy Quarter Master for this State wrote 
me on the 8 inst. which letter only came to hand two days ago — 
It appears that I have been transgressing in some measure on your 
limits by putting Continental horses out to winter under the care 
of Mr". Foulk. I dont deny that fact but can assure you it was 
done inadvertently and with no view to give offence, since my 
arrival from the army to this post, I have been considerably put 
to my trumps and latterly in particular with respect to the Con- 
tinental horses; and as the Quarter Master Gen!. had directed all 
the horses to my care, and knowing there was no Quarter Master 
in Bucks, I concluded that as Colonel Hooper formerly had the 
direction of that County in the Quarter Masters way — it was my 
Business to have some of the horses billited there, and should been 
very happy to have wrote you on the subject first, if the least 
thought had come in mind, that it concerned you or was a part 
of your business and if any of these horses now out under the care 
of Mr. Foulk can be provided for by you in the Forage way, I 
should take it very kind if you would please to take it upon you 
to receive them, and see the amounts for Forage answered that 
M*. Foulk may Certify and know to be just. I have wrote to 
Squire Leinback in Upper Millford who promised he would assist 
me about the billiting of some of the horses in his neighbourhood, 
and if it should appear too stressing upon the Farmers in your 
County to have them continued, I have given direction to Col?. 
Boehm to have them taken away to M®. Leinbacks. There was 
a number of reduced horses I had on hand and was advised to have 
them sold at the house late Trumpowers tavern, and accordingly 
held a vendue there on the 5‘. Inst. which was perhaps also beyond 
my Jurisdiction, I must only request you will overlook it & believe 
it was not done intentionally to interfere in your department. 
I wish a better acquaintance and should be glad to hear from 
you. 

I have the Honor to be with much 


Respect Sir Your — 
William McCalla J.W. ADQM 
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[To Mr. Foulk, dated Easton January 15, 1781, concerning the 
misunderstanding with McCalla] — 


. . . IT look upon it that I was in the line of my duty by plac- 
ing the horses in your neighbourhood, without thinking that I 
was incroaching on the Contractor Mt. McCalla to whom I should 
have been glad to have applied too, If I could have known of 
his doing anything in the Billiting way... 


[On the same date as above Weiss wrote a very long letter 
(about two and a half pages in the letterbook) to Colonel 
Samuel Miles, in part as follows:] 


I rec*. yours by return of Mt. White on Saturday, and shall 
credit you for the £25 besides three pounds not receipt. which 
he says to have rec’. and is a part of the Masachusets money Mr. 
Wright got changed at your office. I had a part of that money 
given me in payment for the horses sold at public sale and took 
it at 75 for one,°® but if it dont pass at that rate in Philad®. I must 
then see to return it, which you’l please to inform me... I 
should have been pleased to have known of M™. McCalla being 
friendly in our way, for actually wanted some such persons assist- 


*““Writing probably in 1780, Franklin declared that during the first year of 


the war the Continental bills of credit passed current at par in the United 
States. However, on November 23, 1775, the Continental Congress took official 
cognizance of complaints that ‘sundry persons’ in Philadelphia were refusing 
‘to receive in payment or give a currency to’ the bills of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, and of the Continental Congress.” (Quoted from R. V. Harlow, “As- 
pects of Revolutionary Finance,” The American Historical Review, Vol. 
XXXV, No. 1, October, 1929) Attempts were made during the years 1778, 
1779, and the first part of 1780, at fixing prices by statute, but the Congress 
recognized the futility of checking depreciation and resolved to admit bank- 
ruptcy. On March 18, 1780, Congress hoped to retire the outstanding bills 
at the ratio of forty to one, but within less than a year officially-rated the 
bills at seventy-five to one. 

John Marshall in his five-volume Life of George Washington, noted: “Not- 
withstanding the large emissions which were unavoidably made, and the 
absolute want of any other fund than the public faith to support their 
credit, no difference between paper money and specie was generally perceived, 
until the campaign of 1776 had far advanced. 

“Early in 1777, the real depreciations became considerable: but it was 

still mistaken by many for a rise in the price of every article brought to 
market, and by others it was thought practicable to check it by the appli- 
cation of violent remedies. 
. “In a resolution for the purpose of keeping up the value of the bills of 
credit issued by congress, and of safeguarding against the pernicious artifices 
of the enemies of American liberty to impair their credit, it was declared that 
whoever, in any purchase, sale, or barter, whatever, shall rate gold or silver 
coin higher than the continental bills of credit, ought to be deemed an enemy 
to the liberties of the United States, and to forfeit the value of the money or 
other thing, in the purchase, sale, or barter of which this difference of value 
was made; and it was recommended to the several states to pass laws to this 
effect.” (Vol. III, 1805 edition, p. 58.) 
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ance respecting the horses. I never saw Beasts in such a miserable 
condition, and such number very old! that I judged it was much 
best, to put them out of public charges, as soon as possible; for 
which purpose I sold all such as I knew would not answer in the 
Spring. You may perhaps think the number sold too great; but 
believe me greatest part must have died if they had been put out 
on public account, what with the scarcity of Forage among the 
Farmers, the disappointt. of the former accounts not being paid 
them, and no money now in hand to encourage them in any 
manner, causes the Business to be carried on very reluctantly. I 
dont suppose the horses would sold near so high, had they been 
setup for Continental Money, my sales were in Specie on the 
exchange! which run them up to what they amount too. I laboured 
under much more difficulty than the Quarter Masters beyond me, 
for all such horses as could not be got on to Reading, fell on my 
hands, — I dare not knock them in the head, and yet greatest part 
were not worth public Forage. There was one parcel out of which 
I selected 30 horses or upwards, that were young, they were so 
reduced, that when they lay down, the men were obliged to lift 
them up, these I had sent to a part called linn Township in 
Northampton, where they are stabled and I have employed men 
to feed them regularly, and ordered the Forage procured for them, 
to be paid by Colonel Deshler. his move maynt appear so reas- 
onable, as if they had been billited among the Farmers, which 
if I had done at first, the one half of them must inevitably have 
died, when they recover strength, and you object to the moce 
of drawing upon Colonel Deshler, I must see to have them placed 
among the farmers . . . As this is a frontier County, it dont answer 
to have many of the horses over and about the mountains, and 
all the Forage that can be spared from Sauccon (which is our chief 
Hay Country) is generally wanted for this Post, so that I must 
shift by ways and means to support the teams as they come thro 
this place... 


Easton 24 Jan’. 1781 
Sir, 

I have to request that you will please to furnish two Brigades — 
not less than Twenty teams immediately to transport Flour from 
this place to Sussex Court house — much wanted for our army on 
the North River, who are upon half allowance, by information 
from Colonel Morgan the State Contractor —I beg there may be 
no delay in procuring the Teams that the number mentioned may 
be made up, and that they likewise find their Forage. The teams 
are to go no further than Sussex Court house — which I mention 
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that the teamsters maynt be concerned about being taken further 
— they will want 6 days Forage to take them from this place at 
least. 
7 I am Sir your 
Very Hum Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Colonel Kreider WMGen® 
for Northampton County 


Easton 24 Jany. 1781 
Sir, 
This will be handed you by M*. Lerch whom I have requested 
to wait on you respecting the billiting of horses. The counties 
of Berks and Lancaster are so full that I had lik’d to have got a 
part return’d me, however they luckily got them all billited among 
the Farmers, and as I dare not send them any more, and am still 
in expectation of about 50 being sent me from Camp and Morris 
Town in a day or two, I must actually request your aid .in making 
Interest with the Farmers to take a proportion as soon as this 
letter reaches you. I hope you will do your best on this occasion 
as the horses will all be wanted in the spring, and request you 
will give directions that they be put in good order, that the army 
may not be disappointed — you will please to inform the Farmers, 
that this Rule or Maxim of Billiting horses is General and that 
they must absolutely take a part, for which they will be paid, 
when the horses are to be taken away. I wish you to concult with 
the Magistrates in the townships adjoining in Northampton County, 
that an equal number may be taken by them, on the same con- 
ditions your own Trouble and expence shall also be answered — 
and in expectation of your exertions and friendship on this im- 
portant occasion remain with respect 


Sir your Very Hum Seryvt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
Matthias Probtz Esq. 
[Captain, Lynn Company, May 22, 1775] 


Easton 24 Jany. 1781 
Sir, 

I rect. yours with the receipt for the horses which I should 
answered before but throug hurry of Business had omitted it. I 
am in expectation of 50 horses to come from the Penn®. line in a 
day or two—the DWMaster is on his way to Morris Town and 
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tells me they must actually come upon this county, and that I 
was near having a parcel sent back from Reading and Lancaster, 
by which it appears every part of those Counties are full. I there- 
fore have to request you will endeavour to make out among the 
Farmers in the township your way to have a Suitable number 
billited, the only way to come at which, will be to apply to the 
Magistrates and get them to point out the places where they can 
be comfortably wintered, for which purpose I have wrote Mr. 
Probtz, whom I expect will aid and assist you in this matter. All 
the horses in Lancaster and Berks County are out among the 
farmers, which Mr’. Bartley the DWMaster tells me he presently 
got billited, by telling the Farmers that if they did not take such 
as they could billit with ease he would put a double proportion 
on them, so that he immediately got them all put out, you must 
therefore take recourse to the same method, pray set about this 
business as quick as possible by first waiting on the Magistrates, 
getting them to allot the number for each township, and that the 
farmers put the horses in good care, so as to have them in readiness 
by spring for the army —I am with Respect 


Sir your Most Obt. 
Hum. Servt. 


J.W. ADQM 
Mr‘. John Lerch 


Easton 1*t Feby. 1781 
Sir, 

I have to request you will issue no Forage at allentown unless 
very particular Circumstances require it—I inclose you that part 
of the late Resolve which expressly forbids Forage and Rations 
being issued at any post, but where Troops are Stationed nor 
can you even draw public Forage for your own Teams any longer. 
— The Intention of Congress is that the teams imployed in the 
State find their own Forage and receive the additional pay — so 
that you will furnish them your self in future—I cant with any 
propriety render the Returns of Forage to the Deputy Quarter 
Master contrary to the Instructions or plan laid down by Congress, 
and I know you would not wish me censured —If the voluntary 
teams wont engage to haul upon Conditions of finding themselves 
— Colonel Kreider must then order out such number of teams from 
time to time as the public Business may require — I hope you wont 
discontinue your own teams in consequence of the Resolves but 
try to do good every way —I have the pleasure to be with respect 


Sir your Very Hum Servt. 


. JW. ADQM 
Colonel David Deshler 
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_ [To Aaron Forman, Easton, February 1, 1781] 


. - . You will herewith receive 113 Bushels Chopt Rye and 
31 Bushels Chopt Buckwheat in 32 Barrels, which last when empty, 
you will please to return me, as I have no bags and am short of 
Barrels ... 


*s 


Easton 14% Feby. 1781 
Sir, 

By a letter I rec’. from Mr. Anderson Quarter Master at Sussex 
Court house, it appears that his Excellency General Washington 
is very anxious for having all the Flour and Forage forwarded on 
as quick as possible to the army — and as the Roads I am told are 
very excellent for hauling from this place to Sussex Court house, 
could wish you to urge M*. Kerns Brigade to come on as quick 
as possible, particularly if they have got their loading from the 
Mills, near or towards Col®. Deshlers. Waggon teams or 4 & 2 
horse Sleads will answer as well. I saw M?. Roath the WCond*’. 
yesterday he promised to procure some sleds or teams likewise 
to make another trip, and if you should send me ten or a dozen 
more I should be very Glad 


I am Sir your Very Hum Servt. 


J.W. ADQM 
Colonel Kreider WMG 


Easton 16%. Feby. 1781 
Sir, : 
Since I wrote you last respecting the three Brigades I find I 
shall want at least 20 four horse teams exclusive to carry of the 
Flour and Forage from this post only. The teams of M’. Kerns 
and those mentioned from Macungy if ordered, I take for granted 
will receive their loading either at allentown or at the Mills in 
that neighbourhood, agreeable to Colonel Deshlers opinion; so that 
I could wish and have earnestly to request you will order out the 
above number to be here at any rate by Monday if possible, it 
being his Excellencys request that all the supplies be immediately 
forwarded, as tis suspected there is a movement in agitation, per- 
haps against New York, tis said the French Troops are moving 
down, which I have by a letter rec’. from the Quarter Master at 
Sussex, who writes in the most pressing manner to have every 
exertion made that the Flower [sic] may go on M'. Treisbach goes 
as express with this. I suppose there might be more teams got out 
of Mr’. Roths district that havent been out this Fall or winter — 
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the nearer teams can be procured the better —I should be glad 
the matter might be done without Restraint — could there not be 
teams got out of Sauccon likewise. Pray use every means in your 
power to have the Farmers persuaded to turn out as the Flour &c 
keeps coming in from Reading daily, and | shall have too great a 
Magazine on hand, unless I keep removing it, I should be glad to 
know if the two Brigades viz Kerns & Maccungy were ordered — a 
part of Roths are here now loading — only seven so that the teaming 
goes on poorly 
I am Yours & 


JW ADQM 
Colonel Kreider WMGenl. 


Easton 16 Feb. 1781 
Sir, 

Mr. Anderson Commisary at this post was pleased to hand me 
your letter of the 13 inst. with Copy of M*. Nesbits. The Flour 
has been forwarded on as fast as it could cleverly come on & with 
what can now be collected,?* and has just came in from Reading 
he tells me will make up about 180 Barrels, for which Teams, and 
Sleds, have been ordered out, and expect to have them by to- 
morrow, at the different places, so as to carry supplies on to you, 
as fast as possible. You may inform Mr’. Nesbit that nothing has 
nor shall be wanting in me to have the same transported — Mr. 
Leinback at the Moravian Mills informs me that you have sent 
for the Flour left at that place, which I am glad to understand 
and am, 

Sir your very Hum. Servt. 


J Weiss ADQM 
Mr. Edw’. Dunlap 


* Earlier during the war, Washington had to take drastic measures to prevent 
flour from reaching the British army. “It was perceived that the mills in the 
neighbourhood of Germantown were perpetually employed in manufacturing 
flour for the British army, which the favourable dispositions of the people 
enabled them to receive in spite of every exertion which could be used to 
prevent it. To put an end to this source of supply, general Washington 
was under the necessity of ordering the mills to be rendered unfit for use; 
~ +. (Marshall, op. cit., HI, 341. 
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Easton 16% Feby. 1781 
Sir, 

You will please to let a team come down immediately if possible 
with all the public Stores at allentown, that are not in public use, 
and actually wanted at that place, as the Troops are coming in 
and I want them to be accomodated with fire places, in the Court 
house, and other vacant houses. I have herewith wrote Mr. Levers 
to send down the 10 plate stove he has on hand, with all the pipe, 
which if he can readily do, you will please to let it come under 
one by the team you send. I am exceeding poorly of for stove 
pipe, pray send all you can gather, that is public property. Let 
the waggoner call on Mr’. Okely for 12 sheets of Iron, and send 
those at your house, that we got of the tavern keeper — you will 
please to have a supply of Candles made as quick as possible for 
the troops — | 

Yours &c 


J.W. ADQM 
Col’. Deshler 


Easton 1st March 1781 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 9 Feby. came to hand two days ago and have 
inclosed you a list of the horses in this County public property, 
with a Return of the persons employ’d by me. You'll perceive I 
have no enlisted waggoners, and as for private Teams or horses 
I have none upon public Forage —nor shall allow any so to be 
wintered. I am now about seting off for Philad*. with my accounts 
and vouchers to procure money if possible — to pay team hire &c, 
and will make it my business on my way to Philad?., to know what 
situation the horses are in that course — About the 1I*t. of Jan’. I 
went to see them, and they were likely to do well. I have already 
sold 200 horses since their arrival in these parts, that would have 
been a very great loss to the public if I had wintered them or any 
part — Time wont permit me at present, or I would inclose you a 
Copy of my sales, which I am now about to take to Philad*. but 
I suppose Col*. Miles will transmit you them, as soon as I return, 
will write you again, and remain with much Respect 


Sir your Very Hum. Servt. 
SS Jw. ADQM 
Col*. Tim’. Pickering QMG 
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List of Public horses in the district of Northampton County and 
in whose care viz, 


Philip Boehms Lower Sauccon.... 10 . . 
Braneig ElareMAns i. cvs delorbsdes ap Under the inspection of 
Facob Eber cosiace adalat a. lee. 10 | Philip Boehm | 
John Lerch Allen township..,.... 18 I ; ry gees 
John Swartz Lin township........ 94 (Inspection John Lerc 
Samuel Drake Hamilton township 31 
Pheophilys POUL 4. voter shemnet 21 
BT) DIAC ME 8 os in, ose a denials 10 
bara Ua) Ns cecil ates cat ates 4 frontiers & 7 Months 
men , 

BNP TT CaS EN RRC 4 
SUN VeE ATINCTS oer cialis ities 4 

Total 150 — [144 correct total] 


Easton 21% March 1781 
Sir, 

The Quarter Master General expects that all the public horses 
now wintering will be fit for Service by the time the Campaign 
opens, for which purpose I could wish to know the situation of 
those under your care — should there be any that you might judge 
not suitable for the Service, let me know the number, that I may 
dispose of them. I have inclosed you an order for one hundred 
Bushels Chopt Rye on Col®. Chambers for the use of the horses 
that are not furnished with short feed, and should you find it 
difhcult procuring Forage apply to Colonel Chambers, for which 
you will receipt and the quantity so receipted for may go as a 
part of the Quota to be delivered by Col*. Deshler pray use your 
best endeavours that the horses be put in good care as early as 
possible, as I expect part of them will be called for ere long, and 
should there be any disturbance by the savages you will please 
to have the horses taken to places of safety. 


I am with much Respect 
Sir Your Very Hum Serv‘. 


J Weiss ADQM 
Captain Drake 


Easton 2254 March 1781 
Sir, 

The bearer John Horn will deliver you a Box contain’. wafers 
which you will please to forward to Colonel Pickering Quarter 
Master Gen!. at Camp by first opportunity, as the wafers are very 
much wanted in the army. The Forage I wrote you being at 
Colonel Chamberses up the dalaware is now taken down to M«. 
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Lyon Jones in the neighbourhood of Major Hoopers, and could 
wish you to order teams for it as soon as possible, as he has a 
quantity of Chopt Rye to send there immediately after the Corn 
is taken from thence —the difficulty I suppose will be in getting 
Bags. There is one thing highly necessary and which will come 
under your immediate Notice — the getting a place built opposite 
this place for the reception of+supplies, so when the teams come 
on, it may be taken down under one and put across by Boats to 
save the teams crossing so often, and which expence, in a little 
while would be paid only through saving unnecessary ferriage — 
pray move the matter as I am about to make up a public Brigade 
which might be Stationed on the opposite Side, and be kept going 
readily to Sussex, the time often lost by teams being detained at 
the ferry and the paying so much ferriage together you must be 
sensable in a short time pay the cost of such a Building which will 
appear necessary for the reception of Stores I have the pleasure 
to be 
Sir Your Very Hum Servt. 


JWeiss ADQM 
Thos’. Anderson Esq. ADQM 


Easton 28 March 1781 
Sir, 

The hemp and Rod Iron you will please to forward to Colonel 
Hughes Deputy Quarter Master at Fish Kill as quick as possible 
which is at the request of Colonel Pickering Quarter Master 
General it being very much wanted as appears by his letter to me, — 
I cant prevail upon the waggoners to go further than Sussex, so 
that you will procure teams to proceed with it to Colonel Hughes. 
These are Farmers teams and will cart Flour another trip, provided 
they are not obliged to go on from Sussex with their loads — and 
as I have it not in my power to pay them at present, am under 
the necessity of keeping upon good terms with them, that the Sup- 
plies may be got on— 

I am with Respect 
Sir Your Hum Serv. 


JWeiss ADQM 
Thos. Anderson Esq. ADQM 
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Easton 29 March 178] 
Sir, 

The bearer M'. Waggoner has purchased a Store here of Mr, 
Michael Hart and as the Buildings are of great service to the 
public and he is about to remove it shortly —I could wish after 
you hear his proposals to knew if it would suit you to replace 
as much timber provided he lets the Building remain to go in 
lieu of the public Building on your Farm with the consent of the 
Quarter Master General to whom I will write as soon as I hear 
your mind on the occasion. This building of Mr". Waggoners will 
be of essential service to the public, and if its taken away, I shall 
be much at loss for another like it, unless put to the trouble of 
Building one — Ra 

I am with much Respect 
Sir your Very Hum. Servt. 


J] Weiss ADQM 
Colonel Conrad Kreider WMGenl. 


Easton 18t* April 178] 
Sir, 


I would advise you to stop Choping rye unless I can learn 
what quantity may be wanting, for if we should have any quantity 
on hand when the weather comes to be warm it will all spoil. Per- 
haps you have particular Instructions respecting the Quota of 
Forage to be delivered, what makes me caution you about the 
Choping rye is in consequence of a letter I rec4. from Morris town 
mentioning what they had there was like to spoil — should be glad 
to know what Quantity you have on hand in all at the different 
Mills-— and I think it would be best to stop Choping for a while. 
Pray send me down the timber belonging to the Forage Store. In 
the course of a week I expect a number of public horses, which I 
purpose making up in a Brigade to forward the Supplies from 
this to Sussex & am greatly in want of a Supply of Hay and straw 
for the purpose of supporting them and the horses that may be 
coming on to join the army shortly. Mr. Funston can get hay and 
Straw but wants money for the purpose — 


I am Sir, 
Your Hum. Servt. 


) JWeiss ADQM 
Col’. David Deshler 
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Easton 10 May 1781 
Sir, / 
I this day rec’. the inclosed from M'. McCalla —I sent sundry 
teams to be loaded with Flour and Forage as the river here was 
not possible, which you’ll please to load and send down—I am 
exceedingly distres’'d for want*of Hay and Straw at this post, 
pray send me a supply, that the teams carting from this post may 
be regularly supported. I am in daily expectation that Col. Miles 
be here from Philadelphia —I have a letter from him and may 
expect him, so that you will please to send me Hay, by all means 
if possible, or I shall be ashamed to see him here. The officers 
are much dissatisfied in not getting their allowance, and it puts 
me to great trouble not having it in my power to satisfy them as 
I ought, which is owing to your not providing me. I rec?. a letter 
from Mr. Anderson ADQM at Sussex Court house in which he 
requests to know the quantity of Forage I may have on hand, and 
likewise the quantity I may be likely to forward in a short time, 
be so good as to inform me as near as you can of the quantity 
on hand immediately, that I may inform him, as the Forage Master 
General at Camp chiefly depends from this quarter, and wishes 
to have all the Forage sent on. I wait your answer hereupon — 
and remain with much Respect — 


Sir Your Hum. Servt. 
JWeiss ADQM 
Colonel David Deshler 


Easton 1]t® May 1781 
Sir, 

I rec?. yours of the 8t® inst. in regard to the pay for the horses 
sold, you will please to procure me the Specie or State money 
or the value in exchange now going — had the money been paid 
at the time the horses were sold, it would have answered at 75 
for one — you know that in our way we often give notes for balance 
due when not in Cash to pay the whole, these notes of which I 
have given you a Number, when come to be paid, instead of 75, 
must be paid at double the sum, and for me now to receive money 
at Seventy five and pay it away at 175 will never make my audt. 
to answer — So that I could wish the rather to receive State Money, 
or if it is in Continental money at the present exchange. I hardly 
think that Mr. Hinckle or the other Gentlemen, mean to take the 
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advantage of me in that respect, after waiting so long — My sales 
were for Specie or the exchange, which M?. McCalla will please 
to adhere to and will greatly oblige his friend and very 


Hum. Serv. 


JW. ADQM 
William McCalla Esq. * 


+t Col. Samuel Miles, dated Easton May 16, 1781, Weiss 
riefly wrote of the making of camp kettles, and adds:] 


- . . Our money has got to such a pitch that the people are 
very easy whether they work for it or not. 


[To Aaron Forman, Assistant Deputy Quarter Master, dated 
Easton, May 16, 1781, Weiss wrote:] 


Sir, 


I have sent you four Barrels of Forage with a quantity of Camp 
Kettle Iron as P Jacob Moyers Receipt inclosed, the sheet Iron 
you will please to have work’d up into Camp Kettles — Colonel 
Miles Dep’. QMaster for the State of Penn®. informs me that the 
Kettles are immediately wanted, and make no doubt but you have 
Instructions to the like purpose .. . 


Lins first record of the return of horses from wintering is 
ound in a letter by Weiss to Ephraim Colver, dated Easton, 
May 31, 1781:] 


. . . I shall send about 25 horses through the Hope, to go to 
the North River, and have ordered one Barrel Chopt Rye to be 
left at your Farm, for the purpose of feeding them, and. should 
be glad you could furnish them with Cut Straw, which we can 
have settled any time when we meet — These horses are for imme- 
diate use, and could wish them to arrive at Camp so as to be suitable 
for service... 


[A larger number of horses were requested by Colonel Pick- 
ering, according to a letter dated June 1, which Weiss wrote 
to ‘Thomas Anderson, ADQM.] 


.. . He has ... wrote for one hundred horses to come from 
Reading and Lancaster Counties for Camp and may expect them 
in a few days. It would be well to appoint some place between 
this and Sussex where they may halt and have forage furnished 
them. I have ordered one Brle of Chopt Rye to be left by 
William Morris with M'. Ephraim Colver at the Moravian Mills 
to be fed some horses I purpose sending from here on Sunday . . . 
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Easton June 24. 178] 
Sir, 

I inclose you a Copy of Mr. Chukleys letter in behalf of Colonel 
Miles DQM. that you may be prepaired to furnish the Troops 
with Supplies on their arrival in this County, if you have not as 
yet tis probable you will receive instructions to the like purpose 
from Colonel Morgan. In the meanwhile I could wish that every 
preparation relating to your department might be done so as to 
get the ‘Troops on as fast as possible through our district, by the 
time they reach Reading we shall be informed in what order 
they march, which will ennable us to regulate our matters accord- 
ingly. I have this day received a letter from M*. Anderson OM. 
at Sussex Court House in which he requests that all the supplies 
for the army might be forwarded on as quick as possible You'll 
please to send on all the Forage and Flour that you may have 
on hand to this post and likewise furnish the different Mills with 
Barrels to pack their flour and forage that you may have in this 
County on public Account. 


It would be well if you could come down to this place when 
we could talk more at large on the subject and am 


Sir with much Respect 
Your Very Humb!. Servt. 


J. Weiss 


N.B. Consult Squire Levers in regard to the 
accomodations that may be necessary 

in your Neighbourhood and let me know 
the result. 


Colonel David Deshler 


Easton June 5, 1781 
Sir, 

I wrote you 16 Ultimo in Answer to yours of the 7th which I 
Suppose came to hand, and have since received yours of the 18th 
& 28th with Mr. Chukleys also of the 25th, respecting the Conven- 
tion Troops, and shall make the necessary preparations for their 
Arrival as requested. I shall transmit you my Returns for last 
quarter in a few days—I have also sent on this day to Colonel 
Pickering 32 public horses in good order, . . . and likewise yester- 
day sent him a load Horse Shoes consisting of 1113 pr. with Nails — 
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I hope you will be able to furnish me with Cash shortly to 
defray the Public Expence already contracted, and that may attend 
the March of the Troops thro’ this County. 


I am with much respect 

Sir Your Very Humble Servt. 
J. Weiss 
Colonel Samuel Miles Ms 
DQMaster 


Ap interesting reference to the problem of paying farmers 
or the care of the horses during the preceding winter is found 
in a letter, dated Easton June 9, 1781, to Captain Samuel 
Drake.] 


. . . Should the people with whom the horses were billited be 
backward in delivering them, you may assure them from me, that 
they shall have justice done them, as the QMGen!. dont mean to 
keep them out of their pay any time, but as soon as I can hear 
from Col*. Miles DQMGen!. how I may settle their acco’. whether 
thro’ the State Contractor, or pay them myself, shall come up and 
do it as quick as I can obtain the Cash. I suppose many of the 
people would be glad to have the horses off their hands if you 
find it so in Gen’. & could get a hand or two to assist in driving 
those down that are fit for service, I should be glad, and it will 
be a means of getting rid of them. . . 


[The problem of payment for wintering horses received, among 
other matters, attention in a letter to Colonel Miles written 
June 15, 1781:] 


- . . In regard to the horses that have been wintered should 
be glad to know if the Calculation you proposed when in Phila- 
delphia to be made and drawn in favour of those persons, that 
have wintered horses on Colonel Deshler, will answer as a Settle- 
ment still; or do you purpose a particular sum to be allowed 
P Month for their Keeping. Should you be so lucky as to have it 
in your power to furnish me wtih a sum of money by Mr’. Gray, 
pray let me know how you would have the accounts for team 
hire settled, viz. for those teams that have entered Voluntarily, 
and if to be paid by the trip, Mile or P day... 


[To Colonel Timothy Pickering, dated Easton June 27, 1781:] 


-- +I here send under the care of Simon Link thirty five 
public Horses which I concluded would be wanted in the Army 
as M'. Boyd WCond:. had not got his compliment out of Berks 
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and Lancaster Counties, and as the Farmers with whom these 
horses had been billited were Weary of keeping them any longer — 
Captain Kemper in search of Oyl came on as far as this place, 
he was only lucky enough to procure two Barrels in Jersey. | 
went with him as far as Bethlehem in which Neighbourhood we 
have procured the quantity requested and shall require the Cash 
as soon as possible for paying for it — Captain Kemper will give 
you the amount as soon as he“arrives and an order particular on 
Colonel Miles if it dont suit to send the Cash may perhaps be 
Answered and serve many good purposes hereafter. 


I forwarded 116 Camp Kettles to M'. Furman by a Team with 
Axes, Faschines, Hatchets, and Tomehocks, as P memorandum 
inclosed — please to order Forage and Rations for the three with 
those Horses to carry them as far back as Sussex Court House. . . 


[To Thomas Anderson, dated Easton June 27, 1781, in part:] 


...I yesterday sent on [to Newburgh] two Teams [under 
Adam Treisback] with Quarter Master Stores for the Army. They 
were furnished with six days Rations & Forage . . . There aynt 
above 40 Barrels of Flour at this post at present, & the forage 
chiefly shorts & Bran, tho’ I expect a Considerable quantity of 
Chopt rye in very shortly ... 


Easton 28 June 1781 
Sir, 

The last credit made in my Books is as P. last entry in the 
Return herewith inclos’d you of the 31 Jan’. I have enclos’d you 
the original Return, with such of the vouchers as are furnished 
on State Service. Mr'. Shackleton will Remember that M*. Wright 
gave him a Certificate for the whole amount of the Return, — such 
part as I could with propriety enter in my Returns, I did, and 
have to request you will compare this with the entries made in 
your Books and send me a Copy of the same as Charged. I also 
enclose you the Return of the 26 of April with the vouchers, and 
think you had better make out a return of all Forage furnished 
for Continental use, since that entered of the 31 of Jan’. last, so 
that I may Receipt to you for the whole amount. The receipts 
given the millers by M*. John Lerch will be sufficient vouchers 
to pass with the Returns, and the Forage that might have been 
purchas’d by him, or any others in Charge of public horses may 
be receipted for by them, mentioning for what use and those 
Receipts delivered me with the rest will be sufficient vouchers for 
me to Certify upon, that you have furnished such part towards 
the Quota to be delivered the Receipts should be made to core- 
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spond with the time of payment, or their account of purchases 
delivdred you. Pray send me the Sheet Iron at Mt. Crombocks 
as soon as possible with some of the weights you have in the mill 
much wanted here | 

I am Your Hum. Servt. 


JW ADQM 
Col°*. D. Deshler r; 


Easton 29% June 178] 
Sir, 

. . . I rec’. your several letters and beg to be excus’d in not 
answering them, which I should have done before now, but wanted 
to have had it in my [ability?] to have wrote you respecting the 
mode of Settling your accounts and expected to have seen Col?. 
Pettit once more on the subject, but Business would not permit 
my leaving the County. You will perceive by his Instructions 
enclos’d you some time ago that our accounts aynt held in the 
same light as those of the Line and that with the Cloathing fur- 
nished, and the several Resolves passed respecting the pay of the 
Staff department, seems to signify as if they were to be settled 
agreeable to those different Salleries established by Congress, at 
least I take it so from Col. Pettits Letter. I have not had it in my 
power to make any settlements for any of the Old Accounts, nor 
was there any Cash to be procured towards paying them... I 
will contrive to go to Philad?. again very shortly, to have some- 
thing done in the matter one way or other. Give my respects to 
peter, and if he has rec’. anything in the Cash or Cloathing way, 
to furnish me also with an account, and the time he came to the 
Store. I havent time to write M*. King now, but remember me 
to him likewise and family — pray let me know what number of 
wafers you rec?. I sent you two Boxes at two separate times. Let 
me hear the news stirring at Camp, and remember me to every 
friend and old acquaintance from 


Sir your friend and Hum Servt. 


Jacob Weiss ADQM 
Christ. Meng Esq. 


Easton July 1*t. 1781 
Sir, 

Your favor by M'. Black with one hundred and forty dollars 
specie came to hand safe for which I have receipted and shall be 
carefull to lay it out as you request. I made shift to forward 
two droves of Horses to Camp the last were 33 on the 27th Ultimo 
which I had collected on purpose to send off before yours p. M'. 
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_.Gray had come to hand. I received yours also of the 16th ultimo 
by way of Mr. Miles from Reading with two Teams loaded with 
Quarter Master Stores and have forwarded them with such part 
of mine on hand as you were pleased to order copy of which 
you have inclosed. 


Sometime in the Winter the Lieutt. of this County made a 
request of 4 Horses to be furnished the QM’. of the Militia on 
the Frontiers of this County, they are still out in Service and 
kept for the purpose of carrying Provisions &c to their several 
posts, pray will it be proper for me to comply with the Lieutenants 
order in future on such like occasions. I should not have let the 
horses gone but having no use for them at that time, and promising 
to return them in good order, induced me to let them go. I mean 
to recall them immediately. I shall make out Estimate for what 
Cash may be necessary as you mention. Much depends on the 
supplies to come, at present there aynt above 60 Bbls Flour on 
hand.38 I have some Forage still to forward and there is a likely- 
hood of a considerable quantity to come in. I have hitherto made 
shift to send on the supplies from time to time since my appoint- 
ment in this County, and of course have a considerable of Team 
hire to pay for, with Forage and Pasturage Accounts together since 
last fall, and some Accounts for workmanship, those Amounts I 
shall endeavour to obtain as near to former prices as possible and 
make you out an Estimate if possible to have the same Settled if in 
your power —I am with much respect 


Sir Your Very Hum. Serv‘. 


J-Weiss 
To Col. Samuel Miles 


* On October 2, 1778, Congress had taken action against the grain and flour 
speculators who were responsible for diverting those necessities from the 
army stores: “Whereas the scantiness of crops of wheat and other grain in 
the states of New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania[sic], Delaware, Maryland, 
and Virginia, and the wicked arts of speculators, forestallers, and engrossers, 
who infest every quarter of the country, and are industriously purchasing up 
grain and flour at the most exorbitant prices, render it impracticable to 
obtain timely and sufficient supplies for the operations of the army and navy, 
unless the most vigorous measures are, without delay, adopted, to restrain 
practices so destructive of the public weal: 

Resolved, that it be earnestly recommended to the legislative, or where 
vested with sufficient power, to the executive authorities of the states above 
mentioned, to authorize and direct any civil magistrate within their respective 
jurisdictions, on an information given by the commisary or quarter master 
general, or by the deputy commisary or quarter master general of the respec- 
tive districts, of an extraordinary quantity of grain or flour being purchased 
and in the possession of individuals, forthwith to issue his warrant empower- 
ing the informant to seize the same for the public use, paying for the same 
such prices as may to the respective legislatures appear proper, ... not ex- 
ceeding six dollars per hundred for flour, and in proportion for grain, .. .” 
(Journals of the Continental Congress, Vol. X11, p. 974) 
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[The above letter was again copied into the letterbook on 
pages 232 and 233. The duplication affords an interesting 
Opportunity to compare accuracy and punctuation in the entries 
Weiss made.] 


* Easton 34 July 1781 
Sir, 

Captain Kemper inform’d me when here that the Cannon car- 
riages were much wanted in the park at Camp and that Gen! 
Knox requested the same might be forwarded, have therefore sent 
under the care of John Charles waggoner one of them. He may 
proceed to New Windsor if you think proper and find he is able 
to go on. He has drawn Six days Rations and Forage from this 
date. Should he proceed please to direct the carriage to Capt. 
Baxter How Quarter Master to Brigade of artil¥y. with a few lines 
that the waggoner ayn’t detained, and that he may be furnished 
with Rations & Forage from the 8 of July. I sent on a few days 
ago a Carriage of the same size which was left three miles this side 
of the Moravian Settlem'. in Jersey. The waggoner inform’d me 
that the shafts broke, which occasioned him to return. I have 
wrote M'. Culvert at the Moravian Mills to have them repaired, 
for which you will please to pay him, should he present the account 
of expence. There is gears for four horses as p Receipt enclos’d, 
and would advise your sending six horses to get the same to Camp. 


I am your friend & Hum. Servt. 


j.W. 
Tho’. Anderson esq) ADQM 


Easton 3 July 1781 
D«. Sir, 

I make free still to trouble you. One of my waggoners with a 
Cannon carriage intended for Camp was so unlucky as to have 
the shafts broke within three miles of your village which occasioned 
him to return with his horses. I have herewith wrote Mt. Anderson 
Q.M. at Sussex Court house of the carriage being in your neigh- 
bourhood, and that I should request the favour of you to have it 
repaired, which I could wish you please to have done, as the Car- 
riage is much wanted at Camp. I have requested him to pay you 
the expence that may attend the same, which if it should not be 
in his power to do, you may only enclose me the account and | 
will send it you in specie, observe to have it done on the most 
reasonablst terms you possibly can and you’l greatly oblige 


Sir your very Hum!. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADOQM 
Mr‘. E. Culvert 
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Easton July 4: 1781 
Sir 
I herewith inclose you an account paid Frederick Reeger by 
order of Doctor Ladlie Deputy Commisary of Prisoners which 
amount IJ should be glad you would please to transmit me by first 
safe opportunity —I had charged the same in my Account of Dis- 
bursements against the Quarter Master Generals Department but 
Colonel Miles informs me that you'll have to pay it for which 
purpose I transmit you Copy of said Account. 


I have likewise a favor to request in behalf of the Reverend 
Mr. Etwine of Bethlehem for a Packet directed for the Brethren 
from Germany which lays at New York. Pray cant you by some 
means procure it so as to send it me by some suitable opportunity. 
I supposed you to be the most proper Person to apply to on such 
an Occasion and by calling or sending to the Reverend Mr. Shau- 
kirk Moravian Minister in York in behalf of the Brethren at 
Bethlehem it will be delivered, and reasonable expences will be 
paid attending the getting it, and be greatfully acknowledged by 
Mr. Etwine, in whose behalf I have taken the freedom to write 
you, which you'll please to excuse and any services that I may be 
able to render you shall do with pleasure — 


I am with much Respect 
Sir Your Very Humb. Serv‘. 


J. Weiss 
Colonel Abraham Skinner 
CG Prisoners 


Easton 6 July 1781 
Sir, 

I wrote you on the 14 ultimo by Lieut. Mytinger of Light 
Dragoons & The great need of horses just now wanted in the 
army, obliges me to write to you by M". Reeger for those remaining 
under your care, that they may be sent on to Camp. I should 
have been very happy if it had suited me to have come up on 
account of the horses but hurry of Business will not permit me as 
yet. The operations going forward in the army require my constant 
attendance at home. I inclose you a form agreeable to which you 
will make me out some kind of an Estimate, of what Forage might 
have been furnished the horses, that I may fall upon a method 
of having it settled with Col®*. Deshler, provided I should not 
obtain money so immediately to discharge the accounts. You may 
be perfectly easy that I shall sce to have them settled as quick 
as Possible, knowing the disagreeable situation that you, and every 
other person serving the public, must now Labour under, by the 
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defects of former Accounts not being paid. Still it is our indis- 
pensible duty to be doing all that we possibly can, in support of 
our Cause and Army. You can forward me the Return at any time 
when convenient, and am Sir with much Respect 


Your Very Hum. Serv*t. 


% acob Weiss ADQM 
Peter Trexler Esq. *® J Q 


Lhe broken cannon carriage referred to in his letter on July 
was repaired at the Moravian settlement in a hurry as he 
had requested. In his letter of July 7th he informed ‘Thomas 
Anderson as follows:] 


John Horn will deliver you a quantity of Corn and the 
two hind wheels of one carriage and Axletree. The Carriage left 
this side of the Moravian Mills I could wish you to send for — 
po Horn will inform you where it was left with Geers for four 

orses... 


Easton 18% July 1781 
Sir, 

I want to have the accounts for Boating closed as quick as 
possible — your account says seventeen men 12 days employed and 
3 men 13 days. It will be necessary for me to have Receipts from 
each Person so as to have the account framed in the manner of a 
pay roll, to distinguish the Contingent expences from that of mens 
wages — when these Receipts are taken, you can call, and we will 
try to make a final Settlement, — there can be no expences allowed 
attending the Boats on their way down and up, what Rations and 
Liquor may be due on the occasion can readily be Settled with 
the Commisary Mr‘. Anderson at this place. 


I am Sir, 
Your Hum. Servt. 


J. Weiss ADQM 
M‘. William White 





* The great, great, great grandfather of General Harry C. Trexler. 
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Easton July 18, 1781 
Sir 
You'll perceive by the inclose that Mess's. Potts and Downing 
has Contracted with Major Hodgdon at Philadelphia for all the 
Pig Metal in this Neighbourhood belonging to the public, for 
which purpose could wish to know what you have already Received 
towards said Contract made+between you and him some time ago. 
The Iron made or when drawn you'll please to deliver to 
Mess'*. Potts and Downing, or their order taking duplicate Re- 
ceipts, one of which you'll please to transmit me. 


Yours with much Respect 


J. Weiss ADQM 
To M*. Richard Backhouse 4° 


Easton July 24, 1781 
Sir, : 
I received yours this day of the 7th Inst. p. favour Mr. Thomas, 
it appears by his Return that he has purchased and found for the 
public horses under his care one hundred and eighteen Bushels 
Oats, Seven Bushels Rye and Seven Tons eleven hundred weight 
of hay. He also forwarded two Ton two hundred weight in March 
last for the use of this post for which receipts were given agreeable 
to the dates specified in Return. You'll please to pay him the 
Balance due for which he is to produce you proper Vouchers. 

I could wish the people were paid for keeping the horses while 
under the direction of Mt. Thomas and Foulk. Let the accounts 
be estimated and settled agreeable to Colonel Miles Instructions 
last Winter for the horses sent from Philad*. As there will be a 
probability of your settling those accounts in the old way I sup- 
pose that two dollars for a horse p. month in real specie will be 
as near the mark as the Resolves of Congress will allow for Forage 
to be furnished. Indeed I should think that ten shillings p. Month 
might be sufficient where horses have not been carefully fed of 
which you'll have it in your power to judge on inquiry made with 
Mr‘. Thomas and Foulk respecting their keeping. 

Some of the horses were afterwards pastured by M*. Thomas 
you'll also please to pay at the rate of 2/64. specie p. week and 
keep a separate account of that from the Forage furnished as I 
suppose I shall have to repay it and take your Receipts provided 
hard money is to be obtained of the public for such purposes. 

I am Sir 
Your Humbie Servt. 
J. Weiss ADQM 
To William M*.Calla Esq. 





” Backhouse was manager of the Durham Iron Works at the time. Ten years 
earlier he had been granted a tavern license in Allentown. 
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Easton Augt. 13th 1781 


Sir 

I received yours of the 9th Instant respecting the Building, 
which in the Return of public property made by Colonel Hooper 
Jate DQMGeneral on my arrival in this County was said to be 
one of sd Buildings erected on a™lot of Mr. Mclins adjoining his 
stone Barn, or Stable, which I requested Mr. Deshler to have taken 
down and sent to this Post for public Use — there is but a part of 
it here and the View I had in ordering it down, was to have it 
erected for the use of a Forage Store, of which I was much in need 
at that time, but Mr. Deshler not sending me the remainder pre- 
vented my getting it fixed for the purpose. My appointment as 
an ADQM in this County authorized me to make such necessary 
alterations, as may appear needful in this department —a Forage 
Store was much wanted at this place, and as that was standing 
Idol and easily to be removed I concluded upon having it done 
in Regard to any arrears for Ground Rent I should have concluded 
that Colonel Hooper had made Restitution either by Certificates 
or the like mode there was no Account Rendered me of Pay due 
any person in the old Department. Should it be in my power to 
serve Mrs. Allen4! I should be very happy in doing it and am 
Sir with Respect 

Your Very Humble Serv*t. 


J. Weiss 
John Lawrence Esq. 


Easton August 15 th 1781 


Sir 

Mr. Wright the bearer of this has served with me as a Clerk 
since last September and is now anxious for going home — he has 
a Journey to make about two hundred Miles, from this place 
and will require the Ballance of his Account which amounts to 
£ 32. 6 s. and for which I have drawn an order on you, in hopes 
you'll discharge it, he has something considerable to Receive from 
the late department and cant obtain any part of his Wages, which 
makes his case very hard. If you possibly can oblige him [I shall 
esteem it a very particular favour — his acct. is Settled at the Rate 
of £ 10 p. month specie from the first of March last to this day, 


“Her husband, James Allen, builder of Trout Hall, had died in 1778. She was 
Elizabeth, the daughter of John Lawrence, to whom Weiss addressed this 
letter. The widow and her father were evidently living in Trout Hall, Allen- 
town, at the time. 
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and I was under the Necessity of letting him have a public horse 
to carry him home, which was Valued by two freeholders, and is 
charg’d in his Account — in hopes of your assistance I remain — 


Sir your most Obt. Humbl. Serv*. 


"3 Tt Weiss 
Colonel Sam). Miles * 
DQMG 


[No letters appear in the letterbook between August 15th and 
November 30, 1781. Two blank pages were undoubtedly re- 
served for entries but were never made.] 


Easton November 30, 1781 
Sir, 

Agreeable to your directions I held two public Sales of the 
Buildings and Stores at Allentown, and Bethlehem, Copies of 
which I shall transmit you. with the Quarters—I have also for- 
warded Six Stoves to Colonel Neilson (as many as one Team can 
cleverly take in a Load) and have just Received a Letter from Mr. 
Thomas Anderson, one of Colonel Neilsons Assistants from Sussex, 
that there will be a Number of Horses from the Eastern Army, to 
come by way of Morristown for this post, to be wintered in the 
back parts of this State. Should be glad to know if you would 
have them forwarded to any other post, when they arrive, or if 
they are to remain in this County, by Mr. Andersons Letter I may 
expect twelve during the course of next week, and the others 
shortly afterwards, should I not hear from you before they arrive, 
will see to have them put out among the farmers, untill I can 
know your mind, there is still a number of People unpaid for 
Forage furnished the Horses last winter, and for wintering them, 
which will make some difficulty, however if there was any prospect 
of assuring them payment when the Horses are to be taken away, 
I believe I might readily get a Number put out this Winter, and 
will in hopes you'll be enabled to furnish me with Money by the 
time I arrive with my Accounts. 


I am with much Respect 
Sir your very Hum. Servt. 
J. Weiss ADQM 
Colonel Samuel Miles 
DQM 
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Easton Decemr’. 8, 1781 
Sir 
The Public Horses under your care I have to Request may be 
put out to Winter So as to have them in good order and fit for 
Service, by the first of March next, or sooner if required, I shall 
rely on your putting them out*on the best and Cheapest terms 
in your power, I suppose they might be wintered for three pounds 
Specie each horse, you may engage those persons with whom they 
are to be wintered to Receive their pay before the Horses are 
delivered — 
Sir yours &c 


JWeiss 
ADQM 


To M*. Leonard Bidleman 


[Ihe page on which this last letter was entered was partly 

_ torn out of the letter book. Several pages following were also 
torn out completely. However, from the blank appearance of 
the back of the page on which the above letter was written, 
it is evident no other letters were entered.] 
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Inu Memoriam 





CALVIN E. ARNER 


A practicing attorney in the Lehigh County Courts for more 
than sixty years, Calvin E. Arner died November 18, 1954. He 
was a native of New Mahoning, Carbon County, born October 7, 
1869, a son of John H. and Mary Ann (Wehr) Arner. A graduate 
of Franklin and Marshall College, Class of 1890, he studied law 
under Judge Edward Harvey and was admitted to the bar in 1893. 
From 1906 to 1912 he served as a common councilman; later, 1913- 
1914, he was a member of the first city council under the commis- 
sion form of government. He was also the first superintendent of 
accounts and finance. In 1936 he was named city solicitor and 
served as solicitor for the Second National Bank. His wife, the 
former Clara K. Kistler, preceded him in death in 1953. A sister 
Mrs. Minnie P. Pascoe, preceded him in death. There survived a 
sister, Luella E., wife of George D. Sell. 


JENNIE A. BITTENBENDER 


Teacher in the Allentown Public Schools for thirty-nine years 
and a former principal of the Garfield School, Miss Bittenbender, 
born May 20, 1877, died November 21, 1955. She was born 
in Seisholtzville, Berks County, daughter of Jacob R. and Emma 
(Treichler) Bittenbender. She was a member of Salem Evangelical 
Reformed Church. Legatees under her will were seven religious, 
charitable and educational institutions, most of them in Allentown. 


CLINTON J. BLOSS 


Born in Slatedale, son of Henry W. and Elvera (Kern) Bloss, 
Clinton J. Bloss died November 19, 1951, aged 70. He was a 
retired engineer, Fuller-Lehigh Company. He graduated from Le- 
high University, Class of 1904; a member of the Masons, Lehigh 
Consistory; and the Reformed Church of Slatedale, Pa. His wife 
Anna (Edwards) Bloss survived him, as did two sons, Henry C., 
York, Pa., and David W., Philadelphia; two daughters, Elizabeth 
and Rachel; and two sisters, Mrs. Lillie IT. Balliet and Mrs. Carrie 
A. Brown. 
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JOHN BOWEN 


Executive Vice-president of the Lehigh Portland Cement Com- 
pany, John Bowen was born in Allentown, son of Arthur R. and 
Anna M. (Deifer) Bowen, and died January 19, 1954, aged 62. 
After graduation from the local high school in 1911, he joined 
Lehigh Portland as a clerk and devoted the remainder of his life 
to the cement industry. He was*also President of the Pennsylvania 
Supply Company, Harrisburg, and of the High Spire Sand and 
Gravel Co. He was a Lutheran, and a member of the Livingston 
Club, as well as of the Lehigh Country Club. He was married 
to the former Mrs. Catherine Bornn of New York City. She sur- 
vived him. A sister, Anne (Mrs. S. G. Wetzel), of Washington, D.C., 
also survived. He was married twice, first to Edna A. Seiberling. 


J. EDWARD DURHAM, JR. 


_A prominent industrialist and sportsman, J. Edward Durham, 
Jr., died January 15, 1955, at his home, Skew Farm, Old Zionsville, 
Lehigh County. Born 1883 at Williamsport, son of the late J. 
Edward and Nellie (Stranahan) Durham, after graduation from 
Princeton University, he became associated with his brother, Fred, 
in the operation of the Bonney Forge and Tool Works, Allentown, 
Pa. With their brother-in-law, Arthur J. Male, they developed 
one of the nation’s leading producers of high-grade mechanic’s tools. 
Mr. Durham had many interests: member of the Bach Choir, pho- 
tographer, fisherman, hunter, member of the Livingston Club, 
Lehigh Country Club, the Masons, Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion, Honorary First Defenders, the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, the Presbyterian Church, and the Newcomen Society. 
He is survived by his wife, Hannah Young Durham; a sister, Mrs. 
Arthur J. Male; and two nephews, Fred S. Durham, Jr., and Ed- 
ward D. Male. 


JOHN G. EDDY 


Born in Wilkes-Barre, a son of John and Mary (Tredinnick) 
Eddy, a resident of Greenawalds, Lehigh County, John G. Eddy 
died December 10, 1953, aged 76. He served South Whitehall 
township as assessor, was a member of Asbury Methodist Church, 
the Masons, Lehigh Consistory, and the 1.0.0.F. For twenty years 
he directed the Christian Endeavor Chorus and was a composer 
of several hymns. Survivors: his wife, Leuella A. (Strauss) Eddy; 
a son, John P., of Allentown; a daughter Janice E. (Mrs. Jack 
Sanders), of Bethlehem; a brother, James, Rainbow Lakes, N. J.; 
and three sisters, Mrs. Arthur Rice, Miss Laurette Eddy, and Mrs. 
Ida Bennett. | 


138 





Latah & 


at MAHAUG CAAWOS Uf 


anssttu Gl brewbal Sper yr bas seileieubai, wroaimorq A 

yee reap poe rte etal, ye oF (1a oR grit a 
sin) > noe i<18-t 1 Wareiy 

mon moiisubare tone wine (asdsasie) silio bar biswba 

bard zoifrord aid ditw Paserne onmed od .ysiewvinU nossomrert 

‘pworttsllA 2ttoW fool bas agiot yaanod od jo molistsqo 3) a 

beqolovab godt olsM .[ tudraé., .wal-ni-vadiord ioe? wiw Pe 


aidot einsdsem sberg-styisl to ersouboxy gnibsal e‘noizen S13 Yo ano 
“orig riod dosti only to “tocdeoeit arson ys bed ostwd aM 


dul) cowgnivil of lo wménem rome reerertocent Sg 
-ulow A. angitamA ott lo 20% ances M oft duld yunuod a 
lésimssioahi to ysi002 a@iemaA sft esbesied 24% ytsioM 
739708 namrosw ge i bite sow maitoredestt sir pocket 
OM ovale 6 yeast bse Asch oliw etd yd bovivsua’ eh oH 
-bd bas. . seat énsdreG bott awodgon ow) bis; as 5 f a brew 


Yada .o pi 
oe th ode vieM bas nell, to moe & oristi-edliW ai mod 
ybba urwsod ere eblawanaet a snabieot & xbba 
llerlasinw fuses bovine SH WOT bege eel boib 

Cie ia ae Snot at sonemonand me sowie i 
_ S697 YTS 10 Rt 
‘bb. (eeuen@) A -A slisuot “iw vid terovivwe enor ferseae to 


Baus 








ere 





WILLIAM A. GIBSON 


Born in Detroit, the son of William and Catharine (Farlinger) 
Gibson, William A. Gibson died July 27, 1953, aged 68. He was 
managing director of Allentown Bradley Pulverizing Company, 
which he served for over forty years. Active in civic and charitable 
organizations in Allentown, he served as a school director, 1926- 
1931. He originated the Christrhas Basket Fund of the Family 
Welfare Society. He was a Mason, member of the Kiwanis Club, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and a director on the board of the 
Allentown Art Museum. Survivors: his wife Huldah (Lippert) 
Gibson and a son William A., Jr., of Allentown. 


FRANCIS J. GILDNER 


Allentown lawyer and civic worker for more than fifty years, 
Francis J. Gildner died March 29, 1955. He was born in the 
village of New Tripoli, Lehigh County, October 22, 1875, a son 
of Elias K. and Louisa (Snyder) Gildner. After graduation from 
Ursinus College, Class of 1900, he joined the law office of Marcus 
C. L. Kline, then a member of Congress. Later he and Malcolm 
W. Gross, Mayor of Allentown for several terms, established joint 
offices in the practice of law. 


Mr. Gildner served as solicitor to the county commissioners, 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, president of the Com- 
munity Chest, helped to establish the Merchants National Bank, 
the Community Concerts Association, and the Allentown Dairy. 
Ursinus College conferred upon him the honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree in 1952. He was a member of Christ Lutheran Church. His 
wife was the late Ida M. (Smith) Gildner. A daughter, Loreno, 
and a sister, Laura, Mrs. Fred S. Sittler, survived him. 


CHARLES F. GULDIN 


Clerk of the Orphans Court of Lehigh County for over twenty 
years and Recorder of Deeds for two terms prior to that, Charles 
F. Guldin died March 18, 1953, aged 62. Born in Greenwich 
township, Berks County, son of Reuben G. and Ellen Amanda 
(Reinhart) Guldin, he graduated from the Keystone Normal 
School, Kutztown, Class of 1910, after which he taught school in 
Lower Macungie and Emmaus. During World War I he served 
overseas. with the 314th Infantry Regiment, 9th Division. He 
served his Masonic Lodge, Trexlertown, for many years; was a 
charter member of Lentz American Legion Post. Survivors: his 
wife Hallie S. (Bastian) Guldin; a daughter Katherine B., and a 
sister, Edna L. (Mrs. Josiah Laudenschlager), of Emmaus. 
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ANDREW P. HACHTMANN 


Retired consulting engineer, metallurgist and cement expert, 
Andrew P. Hachtmann, died June 12, 1955, a son of Andrew P. 
and Albertina (Lang) Hachtmann. A graduate of Cooper Institute, 
New York, he came to Allentown in 1900 to join the Atlas Portland 
Cement Co.; later represented the Fuller Engineering Co. in 
London, Paris and Lisbon. He built cement manufacturing plants 
in New York and Pennsylvania, in the South and West, and in 
South and Central America. 


He was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Allentown, 
and formerly active in Masonry. He was the husband of the late 
Laura (Grubb) Hachtmann. Two brothers survived him: Mansweth, 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y., and Julius M., Bayside, N. Y. 


_FLORENCE RICE HESS 


Florence Rice Hess, widow of Max Hess, co-founder of Hess 
Brothers department store in Allentown, died November 28, 1955, 
a daughter of M.M. and Hannah (Livingston) Rice. She was born 
in Slatington, Pa. “A quiet and gracious person, her benefactions 
and activities for her home community were as well known 
as the department store her husband founded...” She served 
as vice president of the store. Among her many interests were the 
Family Service, the Children’s Aid Society, and the Lehigh Valley 
Guidance Clinic. Her son, Max Hess, Jr. and his three children 
survived. Also surviving were a niece, Mrs. David G. Williams, 
three great-nephews, David G. and Howard Williams, and John 
Bottenfield; and a great-niece, Mrs. John Wharton. 


MRS. FRANCIS KLECKNER 


Millie (Seler) Kleckner, widow of Allentown realtor Francis 
Kleckner, died October 30, 1955, aged 84. She was born September 
19, 1877, in Allentown, the daughter of Charles and Agnes (Doer- 
ing) Seler. She was a member of the Woman’s Club and the 
Muhlenberg College Auxiliary. Survivors: sons, Attorney Robert 
G. Kleckner and Dr. Martin S. Kleckner; four grandsons and a 
granddaughter. 


SAMUEL H. KRESS 


Founder and chairman of the board of S. H. Kress Company, 
contributor of twenty-six valuable works of art to the Allentown 
Art Museum,..375 paintings and eighteen pieces of sculpture to 
the National Gallery of Art, Samuel H. Kress, internationally 
known art collector, philanthropist, died September 22, 1955. He 
was born July 23, 1863, near Cherryville, Northampton county, 
the son of John Franklin and Margaret D. (Connor) Kress. At age 
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seventeen he became a school teacher. At twenty-four he entered 
on his fabulous store-ownership career. He presented six stained 
glass windows to St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Allen- 
town. He was a Lutheran, a Mason, and a member of the Sons of 
the American Revolution; a trustee of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, of the National Gallery of Art, and the Georgia Warm 
Springs Foundation. He died in New York City. 


WINFIELD S. LUTZ 


Born in Slateville, April 16, 1881, a son of James L. and Mary C. 
(Kemp) Lutz, Winfield S. Lutz died April 17, 1954. He was a 
retired superintendent of a machine shop of the Mack Manu- 
facturing Co., where he had been employed for forty-two years. 
He was a member of the Jacksonville E-R Church, Jordan Lodge, 
F and AM, Allen Commandery, and the Knights ‘Templar Associa- 
tion. He was survived by his mother; two sisters, Elsie (Mrs. George 
Warmkessel), and Mrs. Beulah Strauss; a brother, Joseph; and a 
niece, Mrs. Dorothy Kohler, all of Allentown. 


WINFIELD S. H. ROPER 


Civil Engineer for Trojan Powder Company for thirty-eight 
years, the son of Attorney David D. Roper and Amy C. Kiernakhan, 
Winfield Roper died January 18, 1954, aged 73. He resided in 
Slatington, Pa.; was a graduate of Lafayette College, Class of 1902; 
member of Phi Delta Theta; and of the college football and track 
teams. He organized the first Slatington High School football team 
in 1896. Later refereed football games and was Slatington’s first 
basketball referee. He was survived by his wife, Viola (Roberts) 
Roper; a daughter, Dorothy, of Arlington, N. J.; and two sons, 
Donald, Bethlehem, Pa., and Winfield, ie Oe ee 


WILLIAM D. SCHANTZ 


Born in Allentown, December 31, 1879, a son of Charles O. 
Schantz and Amanda Klein, William D. Schantz died May 2, 1954. 
He was president of The Schantz Company, furniture and cabinet- 
making firm. Survivors: a son, David L.; two brothers, Charles O., 
South Bend, Indiana, and Robert K., of Allentown. His wife, 
Helen Laury, preceded him in death. 


MRS. JOHN S. SEFING 


The former Sallie R. A. Frederick, widow of the late John S. 
Sefing, died September 7, 1954, aged 80. She was born in Allentown, 
the daughter of Benneville F. and Sarah C. (Ritter) Frederick. She 
had operated the Allentown Transfer business, organized by her 
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husband in 1906. Charter member of Christ Lutheran Chuch and 
the Muhlenberg College and Good Shepherd Home Auxiliaries. 
Survivors were two sons; Frederick G., Cranford, N. J., Paul F., 
Allentown, and a daughter, Kathryn S. (Mrs. Maurice D. Geiger, Sr.) 


JOHN J. SHONK 


Born April 6, 1878, in Luzerne County, a son of Albert and 
Sarah (Hershberger) Shonk, John J. Shonk, prominent Bethlehem 
realtor and insurance agent, died February 7, 1955. He was afhliated 
with the Kappa Sigma Fraternity, Lehigh University; Bethlehem — 
chapter of the Honorary First Defenders; the Military Order of 
Foreign Wars of the United States; Bethlehem Real Estate Board; 
member of the Board of Trustees of Moravian College. He had 
enlisted as a private in the Pennsylvania National Guard in 1897; 
was awarded the Purple Heart during World War I; and com- 
missioned a captain in 1916. Member of Moravian Church. Sur- 
viving were his wife, Gertrude (Fink) Shonk, two daughters, Mrs. 
Jolin P. Meyers and Mrs. Francis J. Eline, both of Bethlehem, Pa. 


LAURA V. SNYDER 


For thirty-eight years a teacher in the Allentown schools, Miss 
Laura V. Snyder died July 8, 1955. She had retired in 1938. Born 
in Center Valley, Lehigh County, in 1870, a daughter of William 
H. and Hannah (Solliday) Snyder, she lived in Allentown since 
1897. She began her career at a country school in Lanark, later 
returning to Center Valley and then to North Wales. Miss Snyder 
was a member of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. A sister, 
Ida A., and several cousins survived her. 


GEORGE BYRON SUMMERS 


Historian and ardent student of American Indian life and folk- 
lore, George Byron Summers, born 1892, died November 25, 1955. 
He was born in Green Lane, a son of Henry A. and Emma C. 
(Blanck) Summers. He had a particular fondness for the Unami 
Indians, following their trails, and collecting relics. For a time, 
he lived with the Nanticoke Indians in southern Delaware; roamed 
with the Cherokees in the Great Smokies; and camped extensively 
in our national forests. 


During his last six years he served as Zionsville postmaster and 
store operator; had served four years with the Navy in postal work 
during World War I; and published a family history, The Summers 
in Pennsylvania. He was a member of many historical societies 
in the state; the Masons; the Swiss Society of the Lehigh Valley; 
and the American Legion. He was survived by his wife, Elsie C. 
(Breisch) Summers; a sister, Mrs. Lorain C. Lowell, Bethlehem; 
and a nephew, George E. Lowell. 


142 






Abe via : on bs i ober oe ae ts 2 is 
7 ae ¥ nity babe Aitkin 
(98 a ae Ane. i ores 1 refas eee bathe 


1 4) ORAS > 1 > 


fp RY % Won yaSd ep merrier met ips ot Ye 
wh cu yEh “Ares cre ae 7 


bas redlA lo moze 8 a ‘orresut oi @val 2 Inq mod 
dis saroni iissH) dese? 
re "tel Se ve sea hare er 


_ borsiliie aew oF 
eit ‘yronoHt Sf) lo isiqaiis 
















moadsidiol | 
Jo-tab1O yissilil yr wrobirs 

nko siete feo modoldse qosnr2 boi ors to me 

bed sH ogoflo nsiverol tevesosersT 16 brood orl: to pe : 
O8t ni biswD IscoieVi singviyerne od) mi oisving = ew boveiias — 
«00d bus i iW bhoW gaint smh olqiw'l ot bobiswe ew) 
we hind nsivesoM to wodoreM 01) ai nisiqes s bonoieim : 
zw vidguab, ow? . oak ebuitteD .tiw eit srow yiiviv | 
SF seodsidied to diod { eonesvT 21M bas eysM . fs | 


sachive ASUAL, ». ee ay 


2iM zloorhe mwommllA ods mi todasct « eteoy idgio-yitid) 10% _ 

riott ..8201 ni botuet bad ede .2é@1 8 Ara! at rine V awet 

meiliW to taxigosh 6 ,OV8L a ee f ia apo 19290) ah 4 

noma mwoinsh ai bavil fe bil brs .H 

ee Seory os ta vuen se ch es aged a, 

vobyne wil asis\l! ArioVi.oi aorlt bas ysllaV 193 O} galirngsst 

sole A. dod acum yr 1sv'3 enol 22 20 tedmom & anw 
2 emizuo> Ietevee bas ..A, 


1} l , 






a ° 7 


24aNMUe VOAYA AOAOAO 


tle} bas stil asibal megintemA Io atobure tnobis oe paleo ye 
S20! 2 rodmeve beib 804i aiod 2zsmmue nord ag10s. sto! 
. sama bas A H ‘lo noe # ous] most ai mod eww oH. 4 
imal of? tol télugitreg = bal SH eomnmu? (ton | 
omnis & 10% .2rilot gnitseflos bre alin tiers yhivollol . 
hoongot ‘tewslo rrrodivoe ni etiarbal sdooiine ort deiw bovil od ; 
loviensixs hoqmey fre wesideme ier ads at eodord of Ay diiw ; 
hey geste) Isnoiten wo ni j 

























bas ‘asenmuicog sifivenoiS 26 Hovis wie ot etnsy xie Jest aid goiw © f 
drow Igr0q mi yvsVi odd dotw eisav Boy arelinien Ritegerns tua 
evento sat a gen qlimesl # badeildug bas ifuweW bhoW yorwb  — j 
por Issttorid yosnr jo vader s enw oF .nitnviyenns mh | 








jantoes ML ‘or 
DT i ee ae | i - 
par . / 
we ele Ola 7 
i" i Bat 
> iY ; 
, 





ab oi 
‘ / Venen 
, = J 
pore ‘* i, 
t 


| 





ROBERT E. P. YODER 


President of The William H. Taylor Company, industrial 
supply house, Robert E. P. Yoder died December 14, 1955, aged 
61. He was a native of Salisbury township, son of J. Milton and 
Mary A. E. (Moyer) Yoder. He married Elizabeth Martin. After 
graduation from Franklin and Marshall College, he served as a 
Second Lieutenant of Infantry. For thirty years he took an active 
part in the campaign for civic improvement in Allentown; member 
of the Elks Club, the F. & A. M., and the Engineers Club of the 
Lehigh Valley. He was survived by a daughter, Betty Jane (Mrs. 
Roy W. Peterson). 


JOSEPH BRUNNER 
JOHN R. CAWLING 
MISS ALICE GAUMER 
MRS. ROBERT M. GUTH 
MRS. STANLEY J. HELLER 
GEORGE SNYDER 
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Accessions, 1954, 1955 


LIBRARY rt 


“Abschied,” 1733, ms., to John Lichtenwaller. From Clifford 
Bartholomew. 

Acts of Assembly Relating to the Management of Boroughs . . . 
and Ordinances of the Borough of West Bethlehem, Lehigh 
County, Pennsylvania, also List of Councilmen since the 
Incorporation of the Borough, 262 pp., cloth, Eagle Printing 
House, West Bethlehem, 1903. From Wilbur L. King. 

Bank notes (4), Allentown, Civil War period. From Ario P. 
Reinert. 

Baptismal and confirmation certificates. From Mr. and Mrs. 
Horace O. Beebe. 

Birth, confirmation, and marriage records, 2 vols., of Rev. Edwin 
J. Fogel. From Miss Minnie Fogel.* 

Buffington and Barba, Pennsylvania-German Grammar. From 
Dr. Preston A. Barba. 

Child’s Bible, 1834. From M. J. Boyer. 

Coplay Echoes, periodical, collection of miscellaneous issues. 
From William S. Troxell. 

Das heilige Vaterunser, n.d., Allentown imprint, Brobst, Diehl 
& Co. From Edward W. Zimmerman. 

DeChant, Alliene S., Of the Dutch I Sing, 1951. From Edward 
W. Zimmerman. 

Deed (1806) Daniel Shirer to Peter Wotring; drafts (2) of 
Nicholas “Hartsoak’s” land (1773, 1779). From Elmer Brown, 
Ironton. 

Deeds (16) and two land drafts. From Arthur G. Rauch. 

Deeds (18) and miscellaneous papers. From Mrs. Frank Cooper. 

Eisenhart, 4 History of Abbottstown. From author. 

Folklore Americano, Vol. 1, No. 1, Lima, Peru, 1953. From 
Pan-American Institute of Geography and History. 

Haller, Mabel, Early Moravian Education. By purchase. 

Incidents of the Freshet on the Lehigh River, 1802. From Miss 
Jane Bachman. 


McNair, James B., Simon Cameron’s Adventure in Iron, 1837- 
1846. From author. 





* This insertion is to correct an error appearing in Proceedings, Vol. XX, p. 162. 
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McNair, James B., With Rod and Transit; the engineering 
career of Thomas S. McNair, 1824-1901. From author. 

MacNeal, Rev. George D., History of Cedar Church, 100th Anni- 
versary. From author. 

Marriage licenses (2) signed by Rev. Frederick Schmidt, German 
Lutheran Congregation, Philadelphia (1788, 1808); Frates 
and Heimes family birth records (1760-1850). From Ezra E. 
Fetzer. 

Newspapers — The Daily News Digest (Allentown), the last two 
numbers issued. 

The Northampton Traveler (Vol. 1, Nos. 1-5); Lehigh Valley 
Traveler (Vol. 1, Nos. 6-8), 1954 cpl. Monthly changed to 
quarterly. From Mrs. Rachel deRosset. 

“Oath of Allegiance” to Henry Dauber, signed by Peter Rhoads, 
1786. From Samuel D. Frederick, Esq. 

Ohl, Albert, History of Southern Lehigh County, 1732-1947; in 
two parts, “History of Upper Saucon Township, also Centre 
Valley as I found it 75 Years ago,” and “History of the 
Milfords, Upper and Lower.” Photostat copy, pp. 153, 73. 
By purchase. 

Pennsylvania Health and Listening Post (1926-1935), eight bound 
volumes. From M. J. Boyer. 

Photograph albums (5 vols.). From Mr. and Mrs. Morris D. Farr. 

Photograph, Hamilton Street, looking east, 1862. From Samuel 
R. Engleman, Philadelphia. 

Prothonotary’s notice to Martin Himes, et al., to appear before 
William Tilghman, Chief Justice (1817). From Ezra E. 
Fetzer. 

Reichard, Harry H. and Ida, History of Salem Reformed 
Church. From authors. | 

Scrap book on Pennsylvania, decorated plywood board covers. 
From Miss Ruth M. Kistler. 

Shoemaker, Benjamin H. 3d, and Robert Kay, Shoemaker 
Pioneers, a Guide to the Shoemaker Families of Colonial 
America, 1955. From authors. 

Sipple, Rev. Simon, History of Zion Reformed Church. From 
author. 

Stair, J. William, Brick-End Barns, pamphlet. From author. 

Supplement to the Kichlines in America, 11 pp. typed. From 
Mrs. Marian R. Hart. 

Sypher, School History of Pennsylvania, 1869. From Harry J. 
German, Philadelphia. 

Tax receipts and invoices (15), including a still license (1798), 
David Daubert papers. From Samuel D. Frederick, Esq. 
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Upper Lehigh County Directory, 1954. From Roy Wotring. 


Wehr, A. Franklin, Bi-centennial of New Gnaden Huetten 
(Wetssport) and the Restoration of the Benjamin Franklin 
Well, souvenir program. From author. 

Weiser, R., Regina, the German Captive, or, True Piety Among 
the Lowly. From M. J. Boyer. 

Whiffen, Stuart and Georgian Churches, 1603-1837. From M. if 
Boyer. 

The York County Academy. From the York County Historical 
Society. 


MUSEUM 


Baby carriage, buggy type; a small pistol; and a wooden pitch- 
fork. From Elmer R. Willitts, Fullerton, Pa. 


Bookcase, two-section, height nine feet (refinished at cost to the 
Society of $152). From the County of Lehigh. 


Chest, wooden; two flails; a Civil War stretcher for wounded. 
From Mrs. Harvey Steckel. 


Civil War drum. From Earl Willenbecker. 


Commemorative ribbons: Jeffersonian Temperance Society, 
President Polk funeral procession (1849), Lafayette mourn- 
ing ribbon. From Samuel D. Frederick, Esq. 


Cradle, automatic-rocking, David Walker patent, 1862. From 
Estate of Laura A. Hower. 


“Fishin’ Buddy” — a locally-invented fishing rod holder. From 
J. Homer Bortz, inventor. 


Hearing aid, trumpet-shaped. From Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd W. 
Wieder. ; 


Lehigh Crane Iron Co. seal and photographs. From Mrs. Frances 
C. McFadden. 


Paintings, oil — Carl Marr’s “Gossip” and six-horse, eight-man 
military subject (no title) by P. Philippoteaux. Donor, 
anonymous. 

Shotgun, shell-loading equipment. From Warren Holben. 

Sword of Capt. Edmund R. Newhard; Moore revolver, 1860; 
Civil War soldier’s items (buckle, belt pouch, ink well, gloves, 
epaulets, sash and cord) worn by Capt. Newhard; a “Picture 
of Washington giving Description of all the Public Buildings, 
Grounds, etc.,” 1840; a Libby Prison picture; ivory-handled 
seal of Peter Newhard. From E. P. Newhard. 

Table, cherry, double dropleaf (refinished by Society at cost of 
$40). Donor, anonymous. 
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CASH DONATIONS 


Cle Gr entOwil, LOB TOOLS. oo ae sw cite ae alee age $2,000 
COON RIE LCHIAGIY, Le dO ns na clan wg Go weal PE 2,000 
Heyl, Joma BCcregs. oO . 2... CICELY. 023 .. 25 
LODO Wal Gs haar cma mine a x sie tix saints Big bib pula ee 25 
Scheidy, Willis B. ....... a ac a 'ark so Us ms Ma entices 5 


DONORS OF MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 


Bechtel Mrs. John Romig, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Heffner, Miss Esther Schatz, Dr. and Mrs. William 
Lotte, Mrs. Walter Schreiber, Leon 


Troxell, William S. 
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Meetings of The Society 


1955 


January 29: Dinner Meeting, Hotel Traylor. Address by Hon. 
Henry L. Snyder, “John Fries, Traitor or Patriot.” 


April 13: Annual Meeting, Hotel Traylor. Address by Andrew S. 
Berky, director of the Schwenkfelder Library, “Early Education 
and the Hosensack Academy.” Vocal renditions by Central Jun- 
ior High School Choir, directed by Miss Mae Ruhe. 


October 29: Annual Pilgrimage to the Schwenkfelder Library and 
Museum, Pennsburg; luncheon at the Perkiomen School; to 
the Lutheran Church at Trappe; and to the Audubon Shrine 
in Montgomery County. 


1956 


January 12: Dinner Meeting, Hotel Traylor. Illustrated lecture 
by Louis J. Heizmann, “Blue Historical China, Gaudy Dutch, 
and Spatterware.” Violin solos on the Lehigh County violin, 
by its maker, Prof. Oswell J. Seip. 


April 21: Annual Meeting, the Elks Club. Illustrated lecture, 
“Living with Antiques: in Kodachrome,” by William S. (Pum- 
pernickle Bill) Troxell. Music— Harvey Hottenstine and his 
music boxes. 
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Membership of The Society 


LIFE MEMBERS 


Allison, Mary Pardee 
Allison, Marjorie 


Bachman, Miss Minnie C. 


Backenstoe, M. J. (M.D.) 
Baver, Russell S. 
Billheimer, Floyd H. 
Boyer, Melville J. 

Crow, Mary 

De Rosset, Rachel Brown 
Dickenson, Walter F. 
Glose, Gerald F. 
Hagenbach, Allen W. 


Hagenbach, Mrs. Allen W. 


Hemmer, Mrs. Grover 
Hoch, Charles H. 
Huber, Charles L. 
Huber, Mrs. Charles L. 


Kleckner, Robert G. (Esq.) 


Kline, Charles 
McCready, Horace E. 
Metzger, Owen W. 
Peifly, Sydney 

Samuels, III, Abram 
Scheidy, Willis B. 
Semmel, Mrs. Ralph 
Snyder, Carl D. 
Starner, Bertha Mae 
Steckel, William A. 
Fivxler; yer eter 
Trexler, Robert W. 
Wagner, Herbert B. 
Walters, Wellington W. 
Wieand, Paul R. 
Wieder, Lloyd W. 
Wieder, Mrs. Lloyd W. 
Yundt, George F. 


HONORARY 
LIFE MEMBERS 


Beebe, Horace O. 
King, Wilbur L. 


Leibenguth, Albert 
Pretz, Reuben C. 

Seip, Oswell J. 

Wilcox, William J. (Esq.) 


ANNUAL MEMBERS 


Abbott, John H.(M.D.) 
Abbott, Richard A. (Esq.) 
Adams, Earl T. 
Albright, John H. 
Albright, Josiah G. 
Albright, Mrs. Mame W. 
Alsover, William L. 
Anewalt, Paul F. 
Anewalt, Mrs. Paul F. 
Arvay, Leslie 

Austin, Annette R. 


Bachman, Mrs. Ella C. 
Bachman, Fern 
Bachman, Herbert M. 
Bachman, S. Jane 
Backenstoe, G. S.(M.D.) 
Baker, John A. 

Barba, Preston A. (Ph.D.) 
Barber, Aman M. 
Bascom, W. Broughton 
Bauman, Earl J. 
Bausch, David K. 
Bausch, Elmer H. (M.D.) 
Bear, Francis G. 

Beary, Joyce E. 

Beazley, Russel P. 
Beebe, Mrs. Horace O. 
Beer, Phares G. (Rev.) 
Benner, Nolan P. 
Berky, Andrew S. 
Bernhard, Miss Hannah 
Betz, William A. 
Binder, E. Freel 
Bittner, Robert E. 
Bixler, Mrs. Frances 
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Bleiler, Russel S. (Dr.) 
Bleiler, William M. 
Blew, Harry 

Bolez, Geza P., Jr. 
Bolich, Charles M. 
Bond, Samuel G. 

Bortz, J. Homer 
Bower, William L. 
Boyer, Ralph C. 
Brearley, Isabelle 
Brendle, Thomas R. (Rev.) 
Briggs, William M. 
Brong, Claude R. 
Bronstein, J. Paul 
Bronstein, Mrs. Jesse B. 
Brown, Guy Paul 
Brown, Mrs. Hannah Baum 
Brown, Miss Mabel E. 
Brown, R. C. 

Buehler, Anna F. 
Buehler, Louis G. 
Buehler, Louise C. 
Burdge, Elsie J. B. 
Butz, Harold A. 

Butz, Harry O. 

Butz, Reuben J. (Esq.) 
Butz, Robert J. S. 
Butz, Samuel D. 


Cahn, Mrs. Norman A. 
Call-Chronicle Newspapers 
Campbell, Mrs. L. Roy 
Canning, Mrs. Robert 
Cantlin, A. H. S. 

Central Jr. High School 
Clader, Alice R. 

Clauss, Richard H. 
Clewell, Edward B. 
Clifton, Mrs. Edwin C. 
Collins, Mrs. Harold G. 
Cook, Mrs. Hilda 

Creitz, Martin V. 
Cressman, Frank M. 
Creveling, Harry P. 
Creveling, Mrs. Jennie 
Creveling, John P. 
Creveling, Mrs. Mayme L. 
Creveling, Ralph M. 


Crow, Miss Emma E. 
Culbertson, James P. 
Custard, Steward F. (Rev.) 


Danowsky, Miss Nina A. 
Daubenspeck, John E. 

* Davis, Wallace L. 
Day, Howard B. 
Dech, Mrs. Lloyd K. 
Deeths, Katharine 
Deibert, Arthur L. (Rev.) 
Deibert, Russell L. 
Deischer, Howard K. 
DeLong, Edgar 
DeLong, George 
DeLong, Lucy C. 
DeLong, Mrs. Paul 
Dent, Mrs. H. C. 
Detweiler, Edward 
Dickenshied, Fred S. 
Diefenderfer, C. E. 
Diefenderfer, Doris L. 
Diefenderfer, Wilbur F. 
Dieruff, Louis E. 
Dieruff, Mrs. Alma E. 
Dietrich, Elizabeth I. 
Dilcher, Charles S. 
Donat, Charles L. 
Donecker, Karl Y. 
Donecker, Mrs. Karl Y. 
Donio, D. A.(M.D.) 
Doran, George E. 
Dorney, Oliver C. 
Dorney, Roland L. 
Dreisbach, Clarence I. 
Dubbs, Alfred W. (M.D.) 
Dubbs, Harry R. 
Dubbs, Miss Mignon W. 
Dubbs, Mrs. Sallie B. 


Easton Public Library 
Eckert, Nimson (Esq.) 
Edelstein, Raymond L. 
Eisenhard, Charles W. 
Eisenhard, Mrs. John L. 
Elverson, J. S. 

Endy, Howard 


Engelhart, George Kemp (Col.) 
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Engelhart, Mrs. George Kemp 
Erdman, Mrs. Ira T. 

Erich, Eugene S. 

Esser, J. Keith 

Esser, Paul B. 

Ettinger, Amos A. (Ph.D.) 
Everett, A. D. 

Everett, Mrs. Madaline B. ~ 


Farr, Harvey L. 

Farr, Mrs. Morris D. 
Faucett, Henry M. 
Faust, Henry J. 
Felker, Kenneth A. 
Fenstermacher, Robert P. 
Ferguson, Harry 
Ferguson, Mrs. Harry 
Fetherolf, W. J. (M.D.) 
Fink, Leo G. (Rev.) 
Fink, Paul J. 

Fisher, Mrs. Helen 
Fister, Gordon B. 
Fister, Paul E. 

Flexer, Edward J. H. 
Flohr, Edwin G. 
Flory, Mrs. Milton 
Fluck, Howard 

Fogel, Miss Minnie G. 
Fogel, Florence 

Foley, Mrs. Jessie R. 
Folk, Allen P. 
Follweiler, Samuel A. 
Foote, Dean L. 
Frantz, Cora 

Frantz, Moulton L. C. 
Freeman, Walter M. 
Frick, Robert P. L. 
Frick, Mrs. Ruth A. 
Fritz, Victor L. 

Fritz, Mrs. Mae 

Fry, Ralph E. 

Fry, Robert E. 
Fulford, Russell 
Funk, Henry H. 


Gackenbach, Dallas M. J. 
Gardner, Theodore R. 
Gavin, Austin 


Gearhart, Ethan Allen (Hon.) 

Gehman, Willard F. 

Gehringer, Mary A. 

Geiger, Mrs. Mary A. 

Geiger, Raymond C. 

Geiger, Russell J. 

Gemmel, Alfred 

Genealogical Society, Church & 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints 

Genzler, William G. 

Gerhard, Helen 

Gibbs, Homer G. 

Gift, Mrs. Howard D. 

Gomery, A. D. 

Good, Robert F. 

Graham, A. C. 

Graham, Mrs. A. C. 

Gray, Leslie R. 

Greenall, Phyllis E. 

Greenall, Roger K. 

Greenawald, E. K. 

Greene, Benjamin J. 

Groff, Joseph 

Grossman, Eugene 

Guth, Anna M. 

Guth, Henry E. (M.D.) 

Guth, Henry L. 

Guth, R. A. 


Haas, Mrs. Jane G. 

Haas, Robert 

Haas, Willard 

Hahn, Nellie 

Haines, Joseph A. 

Hall, Mrs. Anna C. 

Hall, Harry A. (Col.) 

Halliday, Norman 

Hamm, Daniel W. 

Handwerk, Samuel P. 

Hare, Walter S. (Esq.) 

Harner, John Z. 

Harper, F. Willard 

Harris, Peter 

Harrison Morton Jr. High 
School 

Hartman, James B. (Dr.) 

Hartman, Paul H. 
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Hartzell, Richard W. 
Hauser, Warren R. 
Hausman, Clarence E. 
Havard, O. D. 

Heath, L. W. 

Heffner, Esther L. 
Heffner, Irvin R. 
Heil, Wilbur L. 
Heimbach, Edmond G. 


Heimbach, Mrs. Eugene D. 


Heine, Mrs. Rosa S. 
Helfrich, Harold W. (Esq.) 
Helwig, John R. 
Hemmer, Grover V. 


Henninger, James F. (Hon.) 


Henninger, Marjorie S. 
Henninger, Thomas R. 
Herbert, Mrs. Mary 
Hernandez, Roger B. 
Herr, Miss M. Rhoda 
Hertz, Louis E. 

Hertz, Wm. J. (M.D.) 
Hertzog, Ray R. 
Hessinger, Carl J. W. 
Heyl, John K. 

Heyl, Mrs. John K. 
Hiatt, Benjamin C. 
Hilberg, Miss Mabel E. 
Hoats, Mrs. Earle D. 
Hoats, Earle D. 
Hoffman, Donald B. 
Hofford, Herbert M. 
Holben, Daniel D. 
Holben, Evelyn 

Holden, Irvin 
Hollenbach, Charles W. 
Hollenbach, Miss Ida V. 
Hollenbach, Raymond E. 
Hontz, T. Hamlet 
Hopkins, Charles W. 
Horn, Franklin L. 
Huber, Harvey H. 
Hudders, Wm. D. (Esq-) 
Hutchison, Mrs. Shepherd 


Jacoby, Thomas E. 
Johnson, E. E. L. (D.D.) 
Johnson, Victor L. (Ph.D.) 


Jones, Allen M. 
Jones, Franklin C. 


Kauffman, Robert E. 
Keiser, Mrs. Claude E. 
Kelchner, Clyde (M.D.) 
Kempfer, Joseph E. 

Kern, Paul D. (Rev.) 
Kern, Mrs. Ray T. 
Kershner, Clyde 

Kimmel, Claude L. 

Kirby, Grace E. 

Kirby, Horace E. 

Kistler, Effe M. 

Kistler, Ruth M. 

Kistler Woodrow W. 
Klase, June 

Kleckner, Martin S. (M.D.) 
Kleppinger, Samuel A. 
Kleppinger, Stanley J. 
Kline, Mary E. 

Kline, Wilbur W. 

Knauss, Carl J. 

Knauss, Mrs. Miriam M. S. 
Knecht, Mabel K. 
Knecht, Ruth 
Knedler, Paul A. 
Knerr, Eugene M. 
Knoll, Edward J. 
Knoll, Merritt R. 
Koehler, Franklin B. 
Kohl, Mrs. Helen Wittman 
Kohl, John Y. 
Koons, H. Stewart 
Kopp, Mrs. Marie A. 
Kostenbader, H. A. 
Kramlich, Richard F. 
Kratzer, Guy L. 
Kreamer, Ralph S., Jr. 
Kreidler, Mary B. 
Kresge, Carl R. 

Kress, Mrs. P. J. 
Kriebel, H. J. 

Kuebler, William L. 
Kuhns, Charles B. 
Kuhns, Mrs. Charles B. 
Kulp, Randolph L. 
Kunkle, Ambrose K. 
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Kuntz, Raymond J. 
Kuntz, Ruth M. 
Kutz, Ervin L: 
Kutz, Mrs. Fred D. 


Land, William G. 

Landis, Dorothy K. 
Landis, O. B. (Dr.) 
Langdon, Wilbur A., Jr. 
Lanshe, James C. 

Laub, Miss Amelia M. 
Laub, Florence K. 
Laube;,H. W. 

Leh, G. Edward 

Leh, R. R. 

Leh, W. H. 

Lehigh University Library 
Lehighton Memorial Library 
Lehr, Fred 

Leiby, Joseph 

Lenhart, Flora J. 

Lentz, Mrs. Alice P. 
Lewis, Samuel 

Lieberman, Joseph A. (Sr.) 
Lindroth, Mathew 

Lotte, Walter C. 

Lowy, Milton (Esq.) 
Luckenbach, Bert A. 


McCready, Fred 
McGinley, James L. 
McHenry, William C. 
McHugh, Jack 
McIntyre, Leo R. 

Mack, Mrs. Elmer L. 
MacQuaid, Mrs. Margaret 
Mahler, Oscar A. 
Marks, G. Donald 
Marshall, Miss Mabel 
Martin, Steve D. 
Matchette, John S. 
Merkle, Ralph F. (M.D.) 
Mertz, Mrs. Mary C. 
Merwin, Mrs. Robert R. 
Meyer, Mrs. Emily 
Meyle, William G. 
Mickley, Arthur H. 
Mickley, John L. 


Miller, Mrs. Andra 
Miller, David A. 

Miller, Mrs. D. A. 
Miller, Donald P. 

Miller, Mrs. Ethel Mae 
Miller, Frank W. 

Miller, Harry L. 

Miller, James S. 

Miller, Robert K. 

Miller, William 

Milson, Charles A. 
Moatz, Leara M. 

Mohr, John P. 

Mohr, W. H. 

Moore, Dale H.(Ph.D.) 
Moravian Archives 
Mortimer, Edgar H. 
Mosser, Oliver Daniel 
Moyer, Franklin H. (Rev.) 
Moyer, Fred W. 

Moyer, Lottie A. 

Moyer, Mrs. Walter 
Moyer, William O. (Rev.) 
Muhlenberg College Library 
Muth, Ralph 
Muthard, Mrs. Fred 


Neely, Robert A. 
Newhard, Fred G. 


Ochs, Miss Katie S. 
Ochs, Robert E. 


Palladino, Miss Madaline 
Palmerton Public Library 
Paules, Douglas 

Perkin, Morris 

Person, Mabel S. 

Person, Miles K. 

Person, Morgan D. (M.D.) 
Peter, Monroe I. 

Peters, Louis A. 

Peters, Richard W. 
Pfeiffer, Mrs. Joseph A. 
Phillips, Mrs. Grace W. 
Pidcock, G. Edwin 
Piercy, Elizabeth 
Potruch, Mexwell A. 
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Praetorius, Miss Ann R. 
Pretz, Harold W. . 
Pretz, Mrs. John C. 
Prince, Richard J 
Printz, Stanley V. (Esq.) 


Rabenold, Edgar A. 

Rahn, H. H. 

Raker, Conrad W. (Rev.) 

Ramage, Sarah E. 

Ramsaur, Oliver 

Raub Junior High School 
Library 

Rauch, Richard H. 

Rausch, Mary D. 

Reed, Miss M. Elizabeth 

Reed, Miss Martha G. 

Reichard, Mrs. Fred H. 

Reichard, Harry Hess (Ph.D.) 

Reichard, Herbert 

Reichel, Edward 

Reinert, Mrs. Ammon W. 

Reinsmith, Gerald J. 

Reinsmith, Martin A. 

Reisner, Frank 

Reiss, Robert R. 

Reitenauer, Granville G. W. 

Reninger, Charles W. 

Reno, Claude ‘T. (Hon.) 

Rhoades, Dr. Donald 

Richards, Miss Adelaide P. 

Rinkenbach, William H. 

Ritter, Robert V. (Esq.) 

Roberts, W. J 

Robinson, Margaret E. 

Robinson, Mary E. A. 

Rodale, Jerome I. 

Roeder, Mary 

Rohn, Miss Herma 

Romig, Frank W. 

Romig, Harold J. 

Root, A. D. 

Roth, Britain G. 

Ruhe, G. Donald 

Ruhe, Percy B. 

Rupp, Herman D. 

Rupp, William James (Rev.) 

Russoli, Charles M. 


Ruth, Lewis P. B. 


Sandt, Mrs. Kenneth E. 
Sandt, Mrs. Virginia 
Sayer, Miss Iva C. 
Schadt, Anna L. 


Schaeffer, Robert L. (M. D.) 


Schantz, Ellwood J. 
Schantz, Norman S. 
Scheirer, Russel H. 


Schellhamer, Elmer G. H. 


Schlechter, Edward W. 
Schlenker, Robert 
Schmidt, F. H. 
Schmidt, Victor R. 
Schmidt, Mrs. Victor R. 
Schmoyer, Fred P. 
Schmutz, Mrs. F. C. 
Schneck, Clarence F. 
Schoenly, Harry M. 
Scholl, Edmund H. 
Schrader, Thomas M.B. 


Schreiber, Mrs. Elizabeth S. 


Schreiber, Leon 
Schumaker, John G. 
Schwartz, Ralph G. 
Sechler, Kenneth F. 
Seem, Charles B. 
Seiberling, Mrs. G. F. 
Seidel, Mrs. Helen M. 
Sell, Charles P. (M.D.) 
Sewards, Joseph M. 
Shafer, Mrs. Morris L. 
Shankweiler, Claude G. 
Shelling, Edwin L. (Rev.) 
Shelling, Richard L. 
Shelly, Robert L. 
Sher, Morton 

Sherr, George W. 
Shimer, H. W. 
Shumberger, John C. 


Shumberger, Mrs. John C. 


Sieger, Jarrold 
Siegfried, Mrs. Arlien 
Siegfried, Forrest G. 
Siegfried, Mrs. Mary E. 
Siegfried, Stella U. 
Singmaster, John H. 
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Singmaster, J. Walter 
Sittler, Fred 

Skinner, William Duane 
Smith, Edward C. 
Smoyer, Guy 

Snyder, Clayton E. 
Snyder, Corson C. (Rev.) 
Snyder, Ella 

Snyder, Gloria Pauline 
Snyder, Henry L. (Esq.) 
Snyder, Mrs. Rollin H. 
Soltys, Henry A. 


South Mountain Junior High 


Library 
Springer, Edgar F. 
Springer, Mrs. Edgar F. 
Staack, Hagen A. K. (Rev.) 
Stahl, Lloyd A. (M.D.) 
Stahley, Wilmer F. 
Stauffer, Robert G. 
Steckel, Harry A. 
Steigerwalt, W. F. 
Stetzler, Charles 
Sticher, Clarence E. 
Stimmel, Robert W. 
Stine, Russel W. (Rev.) 


Stradley, Mrs. Margaret D. 


Stuber, Dora M. 
Swartz, Carl J. 
Swartz, Howard V. 


Thomas, George E. 
Thomas, Mrs. Irene V. 
Thompson, Frances A. 
Tice, Mrs. Hilma K. 
Tice, Sylvester 

Trainer, Mrs. Charles 
Trexler, Clifford H.(M.D.) 
Trexler, Edwin Walter 
Trexler, Herbert C. 
Trexler, Mrs. Annie E. C. 
Troxell, William S. 


Uhler, Mrs. Ella M. 


Vary, Samuel C. 
Vogel, John R. 


Vogel, Mrs. John R. 
Vogel, Mrs. William G. 


Waidelich, Samuel T. 
Walker, Mrs. Roland S. R. 
Waller, Raymond L. 
Walp, Robert H. 

Walter, Mrs. Charles M. 
Walter, Henry W. 

Walter, Mrs. Mary 
Walters, Samuel E. 
Warmkessel, George J. 
Warncke, Mrs. Caroline N. 
Warner, Wilbur G. 
Weaber, Jean 

Weaver, Edgar W. 
Weaver, Elmer C. 
Weaver, William S. 
Weber, Karl F. 

Wehr, A. Franklin 
Weinsheimer, Earle H. 
Weiss, Miss Annie M. 
Weller, Mrs. Cora Lee 
Werley, Clayton O. P. 
Wert, Wilson A. (Esq.) 
Wertman, Miriam K. 
Wescoe, Robert P. 
Wescoe, Mrs. Robert P. 
Wessner, Miss Anna E. 
White, Morton V. 
Whitenight, John A. 
Wieand, Donald E. 
Wilcox, Mrs. William J. 
Wilkinson, Norman B. 
Willenbecher, Earl M. 
Williams, David G. 
Williams, Mrs. David G. 
Williams, Mrs. Thomas W. 
Wilson, Claude B. 

Wilt, Edna M. 

Wittman, Mrs. Margaret L. 
Wood, Ralph C. (Ph.D.) 
Woodring, Floyd E. 
Woodsum, Loretta D. 
Wotring, Clayton (Ph.D.) 
Wotring, Mrs. Clayton W. 
Wright, Mrs. H. Clifford 
Wyatt, Mrs. Virginia 
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Yeakel, Emanuel P. Yundt, Geo. E. 1V 
Yeakel, Mrs. Eva E. Yundt, Thomas M. 


Mehl, Mrs Clara’S. Zettlemoyer, Fred R. 
Young, Joseph S. Ziegler, Mazie 

Young, Mrs. Margaret Zimmerman, Edward W. 
Young, Robert A. Zimmerman, Mrs. George 


‘* 


[Total membership as of August 1, 1956 — 640] 
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